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Tas cauſe of my attempting to write my life and 
converſion was from thele conſiderations. Fiſt, I had 
the praiſe of God in view, willing to ſhew what he had 
done for me; that He might be glorified in his own 
work; that it might ſtop the mouths of many from 
ſpeaking againſt Him; for, while people are in doubt 
of the work of God upon my ſoul, they do diſhonour 
Him, fince ſome have had hard thoughts of me, be- 
cauſe I have lived in a public houſe, not conſidering 
that He kept the three children in the burning fiery 
furnace; and, as they were forced into the furnace 
- againſt their will, ſo did I come to live with my mother 
againſt my will; yea, much prayer did I put up to the 
Lord that I might not come to live in fuch a place, 
and I think I faid I would not; but my words were of 
no uſe, for all doors were ſhut againſt me but this, and 
I had nothing to ſupport me. The Children of God 
being thus wrongfully prejudiced againſt me, my foul 
was grievouſly tormented, What could I do? I could 
not live upon the air; beſides, as my mother ſupported 
me, I thought it was my duty to help her in her diſtreſs, 
as ſhe was a widow. 

Again, ſome have doubted of me becauſe my feet 
have ſlipped ; but if they look in my book, they will 
ſee that Jeſus made me to ſtand upon his floo! again; 
for they forget that Peter's feet flipped wide, yet the 
Lord did not forſake him, but reſtored him to his reit, 


yea, and made him a fiſher of men according to his 
| B promiſe, 
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promiſe, and a better fiſherman than ever he was 
before. Thus Peter knew how to lay his baits to 


catch poor backſliders; whereas, before his fall, he 
might have toiled all night and have caught nothing, 


| becauſe the man that catches theſe ſort of fiſh need be 


very ſkilful, and lay ſound and good bait, or elſe they 
will not lay hold, for, in my judgment, they are the 
moſt difficult filh to catch that can be, 

But again, I have been thought hardly of becauſe 1 
have not viſited thoſe friends who viſited me when in 
trouble; but God knows it was that I thought they 
had received a prejudice againſt me; for I can ſafely 
ſay that, whenever I did go, I was always in bondage 
and in fear, and therefore, as I found ſo much trouble, 
I thought it was better for me to ſtay away. May the 
Lord open their eyes to ſee what I have written in this 
book, that they may glorify God in me! 

There are ſome things in this book concerning the 
times we now live in, and concerning of God's work, 
which will ſoon be made manifeſt, I believe, from 
my inmoſt ſoul, that God is about a work that very 
few think of, for the wiſe are lumbering at this time in 
many errors, and there are many that join hand in hand 
with them, which will be found in the end not to go 
unpuniſhed. I believe alſo that God means to make a 
terrible ſhaking among the clergy of the church of 
England ; and that when he begins, he alfo will carry 
it on, till they have no refuge to flee to. God's hand 
is determined to bring down the Beaſt and his Image. 
Rev. viii. 9; Jer. I. 45. 

Now, believe me, my brethren, it is out of my power 
to tell you what I have felt of late, in prayer, in reading, 
in meditation, and in converſation, yea, for above 
twelve months, When I have been upon my knees, 
at 
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at times, I have had ſuch powerful manifeſtations of 
the deſtruction of the whore of Babylon, and of 
the image of the Beaſt, as is out of my power to 
utter. O with what ſtrength have I prayed to the 
Lord againſt them, in full confidence that He would 
bring them down, as ſure as the heaven is above me! 
What holy indignation have I found in my heart againſt 
thoſe falſe biſhops and miniſters, and with ſuch zeal for 
the glory of God for to pull them down, as I have faid 
before. The Lord, if he would give me ſtrength, 
though I were ſure of being burnt to death, I would 
not hold my peace 

Now, as I was thinking of theſe things one night, 
ſome time ago, and thinking of writing againſt theſe 
biſhops, with much regard to the Lord's cauſe, this fell 
upon my mind with great power out of the Revelation, 
Chap. xvi. ver. 2. And the firſt went, and poured 
out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a noiſome 
and grievous ſore upon the men which had the mark of 
the beaſt, and upon thoſe who worſhipped his 1mage:” 
and when I came to ſearch the text, I found that my 
ſoul longed in ſome meaſure to do that which the 
angel is to perform; for it has been put into my heart 
for ſome time to buy ſome of thoſe bithops' ſermons, 
in order that I might ſee into their principles, and 
might write againſt them, I accordingly had one 
bought for me: and one I bought myſclf; which 
when came to try by the Scriptures, I found both 
were teachers of lies, giving the children's meat to dogs 
and ſwine; calling thoſe to be righteous that never 
knew the need of righteouſneſs, nor what righteouſneſs 
is; who call evil good, and good evil; who call God to 
be their father, when they are living wholly in the 
. ſervice of the devil; filled with covctouſneſs, wanton- 
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nels, and pleaſure of this world. Will not God re- 
member you for theſe things, who build up men in 
lies, and by it lead them down to the chambers of death 
in ignorance? O how 1nany times have I had theſe 
words come to my mind againſt you and the ſcarlet 
whore, out of Rev. xvii. 4, and Jer. I. 25, that the 
Lord would open his armoury, and bring forth the 
weapons of his indignation. Sometimes, again, when 
J have thought of writing again them, or ſpeaking 
againſt them, I have had this text brought to my mind 
with joy, and yet with much zeal for the Lord, out 
of Jer. I. 45; * Surely the leaſt of the flock ſhall 
draw them out; ſurely he ſhall make their habitations 
de ſolate with them.“ This is the truth of my heart, 
and pray ye to the Lord for the accompliſhment of it, 
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Whatſoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for 
there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wudom, in 
the grave, whither thou goeſt. EcCLes, ix. 10. 


And when he was come into the ſh'p, he that had been poſſeſſed 
with the devil prayed him that ke might be with him. Hows 
beit Jeſus ſuffered him not; but ſaith unto him, Go home to 
thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath 
done for thee, and hath had compaſſion on thee. And he 
departed, and began to publiſh in Decapolis how great things 
Jeſus had done for him: and all men did marvel, MAAK v. 
18—20. 


Be not wer y in well doing. Gat. vi. 9. 5 


I Tnouas Bennett was born at the ſign of the Fox 
and Hounds, in Hare Street, in the Pariſh of St. 
Matthew, Bethnal Green, London. It is true that it 
is called St. Matthew, but very little of St, Matthew's 
doctrine is taught there. It is certain they have got 
the name of the Saint, as many have the form of god- 
_ and yet never felt the power, which God, I truſt, 
2 B 3 will 
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will put an end to, and that before long, or elſe I am 
very much miſtaken; and yet, if my God and Saviour 
would give me grace, I could ſhew that I am not 
miſtaken, and that from Scripture, and impreſſions of 
Scripture upon my own ſoul, and the moſt powerful 
prayer, with which I wreſtle with God day and night, 
for the bringing down thoſe forms which government 
is the ſupport and bulwark of. But what will all 
bulwarks do when God comes to ſhake with terrible 
majeſty the heavens? thoſe heavens will be rolled to- 
gether, and He will make new heavens, that is, new 
governments, 1n all nations; for the kingdoms of this 
world muſt become the kingdoms of the Lord and of 
Chriſt. See Ifaiah xili. 13; Ix. 12; Xv. 17, 18, 
Rev. vi. 4; xi. 15. 

Many have thought, I dare ay, as well as me, that 
the heavens which I have been mentioning are the 
heavens that ſhall be created for the faints to dwell in 
above; but I do not believe any ſuch thing now: for 
It is not the ſtarry heaven which is to be created 
anew, nor the paradiſe which Paul was caught up to, 
where God reſides, that this Scripture means 1s to be 
created anew; not but that I believe the ſtarry heavens 
will be done away, and for this reaſon, becauſe the laſt 
trump ſhall ſound, and the dead ſhall be raiſed incor- 
ruptible ; © then', ſays Paul, in another chapter, © we 
that are alive and remain ſhall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, 
and ſo ſhall we be ever with the Lord.” And in 
another place we find, © If any man ſerve me, him will 
my Father honour; and if any man ſerve me, where 
I am there ſhall my ſervant be;* which will fulfil the 
prayer of Chriſt in John xvii. when he prayed to the 
Father as follows: Father, I will that they whom 

| thou 
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thou haſt given me may be with me where I am, that 
they may behold my glory.” Then, if the ſaints ſhall 
be along with Chriſt in Paradiſe, they ſtand in no need 
of that heaven where ſun, moon, and ſtars remain now, 
becauſe they will be above them; in conſequence then 
they ſtand in no need of them. But then you will ſay, 
what heavens are they which the prophet treats of that 
are to be created anew, for behold he ſaith, © I create 
new heavens and a new earth!” 

As for the word heavens, it is uſed in two or three 
ſignifications. For the firſt, then, heavens do mean 
rulers, princes, and miniſters. Hear what Moſes ſays 
to the people in Deut. xxxii. 1, © Give ear, O ye 
heavens, and I will ſpeak; and hear, O earth, the 
words of my mouth.” Now it cannot be ſuppoſed 
that the ſtarry heavens were exhorted to hear the words 
of his mouth, or the duſt of the earth; for Moſes was 
ſpeaking to the Levites who bore the ark of the co- 
venant, and to the elders and officers of the tribes; 
and to the people under them. See Iſaiah xliv. 22, 
23, where God had made manifeſt to Iſrael that he had 
blotted out their tranſgreſſions as a thick cloud: © Sing, 
O heavens, for the Lord hath done it: ſhout, ye lower 
parts of the earth: break forth into ſinging.“ There- 
fore it cannot be allowed that the heavens where the ſun 
and moon are placed were called upon by God to ling 
for the manifeſtation of the Lord's pardoning love to 
Iſrael, or the lower parts, or earth, where we dwell ; 
for theſe heavens do mean God's miniſters, and the 
earth Cod's people, who fit under them to hear the 
word which they miniſter, that they may be inſtructed 
by what they hear, 

It is a plain proof by this that the heavens are here 


ſpoken of in a figure ; for it is evident that they bear 
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rule over the earth, and their hoſt in them give light 
to the people that dwell therein, that they may ſee what 
God has created upon it, what they have to do, and how 
to perform it; that they may know how to ſow and 
how to reap. By the rain, by the light, and by the 
heat of the ſun, doth God bring thoſe things forth 
which man is to live by, and thoſe things are in the 
heavens: now this is a plain proof that God's miniſters 
do anſwer to the deſcription of the heavens, See Acts 
xiii. 47: © For ſo hath the Lord commanded us, 
ſaying, I have ſet thee to be a light of the gentiles, 
that thou ſhouldeſt be for ſalvation to the ends of the 
earth,” Thus you may ſce, that as the heavens were 
ordained to give light to the world, ſo are God's 
miniſters to give the light of the glory of God in be- 


half of Chriſt Jeſus. 


Again, the Lord faith, © Ye are the light of the 
world ;* and, © Let your light ſhine before men, that 
they may ſee your good works, and glorify your Fa- 
ther which is in heaven.“ And again, as the heavens 
do ſhew to a man, who has eyes to ſee, a way caſt up 
from a way that is not, ſo do the miniſters of the 
goſpel diſpenſation. See Iſa. Ixii. 10. © Caſt up, caſt 
up the high-way : gather out the ſtones, and lift up a 
ſtandard for the people.” This is their office; but they 
mult have the way caſt up for themſelves firſt, and 
know how to walk therein, and who it 1s that enables 
them to walk : they muſt alſo know what ſtumbling- 
blocks are, and have them taken out of their way, that 
they may not hurt their tender feet: they muſt likewiſe 
know what a ſtandard is, and who it is that lifts it up; 
how to flee to it, and what refuge is to be obtained by 
adhering to it. Iſaiah Iix. 19. All this they muſt know 
before it will be ſaid to them, * Ariſe and ſhine.” 


Furthermore, 


WE 


Furthermore, as the heavens do water the earth, 
to make it bring forth and bud, fo that it may give 
ſeed to the ſower, and bread to the eater, ſo do the 
Lord's ſervants. Paul was faid to plant, and Apollos 
to water; and it is plain that 4pollos did water, for it 
is faid, Acts xviii. 27, that he did help them much 
who had believed through grace. Again, it is faid, 
© Bleſſed are all they that ſow befide all waters, that 
ſend forth the feet of the ox and the aſs; and © he that 
waters ſhall be watered himſelf.” Alſo, as the heavens 
are ſaid to be high, ſo is the wiſdom of God that dwelleth 
in his lervants; and that wiſdom is too high for fools. 
That high wiſdom which Solomon ſpeaks of, that 
dwells with prudence, and finds out knowledge of 
witty inventions, doth abide in all God's miniſters, 
more or leſs, | 

Thoſe new heavens, which the prophet ſpeaks of, 
that are to be created anew, in my opinion ſignify 
new governments in the nations, which God will create 
by the church, when the ten horns ſhall hate the whore 
and make her deſolate, eat her fleſh, and burn her with 
fire; as it is ſaid, © Be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that 
which I create; for behold I create Jeruſalem a reoicing, 
and her people a joy.” Now when the ten horns do 
hate the whore, they muſt be part of Jeruſalem, that is, 
part of the church; and it is a plain proof that they 
will be good kings, as you will perceive by their 
hating the whore. It is faid the fear of the Lord is to 
hate evil, pride, and arrogancy, which theſe horns do by 
hating the whore; for ſhe is jaid to be liſted up with 
pride: and if they do fear the Lord, they muſt come 
under this character. Blefled is every one that fear- 
eth the Lord, and walketh in his ways;“ and if they 
be bleſſed, then are they * fellow citizens with the ſaints 
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and with the houſchold of God, and are built upon the 
foundation of the apoſtles and prophets, Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf being the chief corner ſtone.” Now when 
theſe horns are created anew in Chriſt Jeſus, then will 
their governments be new, they will rule in righteouſ- 
neſs; in righteouſneſs will Chriſt judge and make war. 
See Rev. xix. 11. Thus theſe horns, that is, the ten 
kings, which have ſupported the whore, ſhall hate her, 
as it is ſaid, O daughter of Babylon who art to be 
deſtroyed ; happy ſhall he be that rewardeth thee as 
thou haſt ſerved us; happy ſhall he be that daſheth 
thy little ones againſt the ſtones.” Now as the beaſt, 
and they who worſhipped his image, had power with 
the horns to put the ſaints to death, and tread them 
under foot, fo ſhall the ſaints have power with thoſe 
kings to uſe a temporal ſword againſt their enemies, as 
it is thus expreſſed: © He that leadeth into captivity, ſhall 
go into captivity ; he that killeth with the ſword, muſt 
be killed by the ſword: here is the patience and the faith 
of the ſaints.” See Rev. xiii, 10, To ſtrengthen this, 
hear another ſcripture: © Reward her even as ſhe re- 
warded you, and double unto her double ; how much 
ſhe hath glorified herſelf and lived deliciouſly, fo much 
torment and ſorrow give her,” 

Now before this can be done, as the text ſpeaks to 
the ſaints to reward her as ſhe hath rewarded them, one 
of the horns, or more, muſt have a diſcovery of her 
nakedneſs, and that by the preaching of the word of 
the goſpel, ſo as to ſet truth againſt error, light againſt 
darkneſs, righteouſneſs againſt unrighteouſneſs, which is 
not done by the biſhops in our days; and if God will 
give me grace, I will ſhortly write againſt them, and 
ſhew them that it is not. 


But atthough it be ſaid to the ſaints, © Reward her as. 
ſhe 
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the rewarded you,” yet it will be by the power of the 
kings, as the ſaints cannot uſe a temporal ſword without 
them; for the ten horns ſhall hate the whore, make her 
deſolate, cat her fleſh, and burn her with fire. So when 
the time is come that they who have killed with a 
temporal ſword, (viz. the whore of Babylon, as it is 
written, © for in her was found the blood of prophets, 
and of ſaints, and of all that were ſlain upon the earth') 
mult be killed by a temporal ſword, then will the ſaints 
have power in the hearts of the horns, who will hate the 
whore, and execute the purpoſcs of divine vengeance, 
But you may ſay, I cannot concetve that you have 
given the right ſenſe of the new heavens which the 
prophet ſpeaks of in Iſaiah Ixv. 17, and that for this 
reaſon, that in the i ꝗth verſe it is ſaid, © I will rejoice in 
Jeruſalem, and joy in my people, and the voice of 
weeping ſhall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of 
crying.” In conſequence of which they will weep no 
more for the plague of their hearts, or for the multitude 
of corruption within, or for the darkneſs of their minds, 
or for the buffettings of Satan. Again you will ſay, 
nor yet to cry to God for the manifeſtation of Jeſus 
Chriſt to their ſouls, for his blood and righteouſneſs, 
that the plague may be abated ; nor yet for the dark- 
neſs of their minds, or for any thing elſe; for it appears 
from this text, that mortality and corruption will be 
ſwallowed up in victory, and ſure it will be ſo when you 
and I come to where the ſpirits of juſt men are made 
perfect in heaven. But this is not the meaning of the 
text; for now obſerve, and I will give you the meaning 
of it, If you look in the foregoing part of that chapter, 
you will find the prophet ſpeaking againſt ſome who 
ſaid to Chriſt, © Stand by thyſelf, and come not near to 
me, for I am more holy than thou.“ Theſe are ſaid to 
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be a ſmoke in his noſe, and a fire that burneth all the day; 


and it is ſaid that theſe forſake the Lord, and will not 


remember his holy mountain, which is his church; for 


if they hate Chriſt they will hate his holy mountain 


alſo. They are faid alſo to prepare a table for that 
troop who forget his holy mountain; for which reaſon, 
faith the Lord, I will number you to the ſword, and 
ye ſhall all bow down to the ſlaughter; becauſe when I 
called ye did not anſwer, when I ſpake ye did not hear, 
but did evil before one eyes, and did chooſe that 
wherein I delighted not.” This is Jeruſalem the deſo- 
late, which was, and which is, in bondage with her 
children; and this anſwereth to Babylon the mother of 
harlots. See Matt. xxiii. 32, 34, 35. © Fill ye up 
then the meaſure of your fathers, Ye ſerpents, ye 
generation of vipers, how can you eſcape the damna- 
tion of hell? Wherefore, behold, I ſend unto you pro- 
phets, and wiſe men, and ſcribes; and ſome of them ye 
ſhall kill and crucify, and ſoine of them ſhall ye ſcourge 
in your ſynagogues, and perſecute from city to city, 
that upon you may come all the righteous blood ſhed 
upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto 
the blood of Zacharias, ſon of Barachias, whom ye ſlew 
between the temple and the altar.” Now ſee what is 
ſaid in Rev. xviii, 24. And in her was found the 
blood of prophets, and of ſaints, and of all that were 
fain upon the earth.“ At the fall of this Babylon the 
perſecution of the ſaints will end, for ſhe will fall in all 
nations where ſhe has been received or ſupported. 
When this comes to paſs God's children will weep no 
more under their tyrannical power, nor have cauſe to 
cry for deliverance; for Babylon ſhall wholly fall, and 
not rife, faith the Lord. If this Babylon anſwers in the 
figure to Jeruſaltm the deſolate, then it doth mean all 
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thoſe that have fallen in Adam, for in Adam all die; 
then they are deſolate, for they have no life in Chriſt, 
and therefore they die eternally: had they been in 
Chriſt, then all that his Father had given him would 
have been his, and none would he loſe, but raiſe it up at 
the laſt day. Chriſt ſaith again, that the Father had 
given him power over all fleſh, that he ſhould give 
eternal life to as many as he had given him ; therefore 
had they been of God they would no doubt be ſaved by 
him, for not ſo much as a hoof ſhall be left behind. 

But again, the new heavens could not mean the 
faints* glorification in heaven above, which is plain 
from Iſaiah Ixv. 20; for it is there fail © there {all be 
no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that 
has not filled his days; for the child ſhall die an hundred 
years old, but the ſinner being an hundred years old 
ſhall be accurſed.“ Now if this were heaven above, 
there would be no dying there, for when the laſt trump 
ſhall ſound, the dead ſhall be raiſed incorruptible; © then 
we who are alive and remain ſhall be caught up together 
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and there be 
ever with the Lord.“ In conſequence of which death 
hath no more dominion over them, they die no more. 
But obſerve, it is ſaid, the child ſhall die an hundred 
years old. What! a man at an hundred years old to be 
called a child? Hearken; it is a child of grace, and a 
child in grace: this ſhows that men will be about an 
hundred years old when they are converted to the 
faith; not that every one will be an hundred years old 
before he is born again at the time that this is ſpoken 
of; but it proves that ſome will, to anſwer the deicrip- 
tion of the child we are ſpeaking of. It ſignifies one of 
little faith, of little knowledge or experience. The 
Lord called his diſciples, before his aſcenſion into hea- 
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ven, little children.” They had a great deal of ſelf 
will in them, and ſelf confidence, as you may ſee by 
Peter in ſeveral inftances; yet when he was well ſifted 
he got ſtronger in faith; but there is no faith preached 
in heaven, no promile to faith, no neceſſity for the new 
birth there; for they muſt be born of the incorruptible 
ſeed before they depart this life; as it is written, they 
all died in faith, having not received the promilſes;* but 
having ſeen them afar off, were perſuaded of them, and 
embraced them. So we, ſince Chriſt, muſt receive the 
promiſes by faith in this world, or elſe we belong not to 
him; becauſe God ſays, they ſhall all know me, from 
the leaſt of them to the greateſt, and their fins and their 
iniquity will I remember no more,” and where remiſſion 
of theſe is there is no more offering for ſin, but they 
have everlaſting life, and this life is in his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt. Beſides, if the child here ſpoken of, or ſome 
other children, ſhall be born again at a hundred years 
old, after theſe new heavens are created, then they are 
in their fins till that period, yea, and after they are born 
again. 

There is no man that liveth and ſinneth not, and there 
is not a juſt man upon earth; and he that ſaith he liveth 
and finneth not is a liar, and no lie is of the truth; 
beſides, where God reſides, and will reſide for ever, 
there can be no ſin, neither in himſelf nor in his ſaints; 
for behold God is light, and in him is no darkneſs at 
all; nor with the ſaints that are with him in glory, as 
they are ſaid to be the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. 
Heb. xii. 23. But there is no ſaint here that liveth 
and ſinneth not, no perfectneſs here. It is true, that 
which is born of God ſinneth not; faith is the gift of 
God, and that is begotten of God, (Eph. ii. 8; James i. 
18); and faith cometh by hearing the word of truth, and 
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thus the word comes home with power (Rom. x. 17), for 
with the heart a man believeth unto righteouſneſs; but 
then it is given in behalf of Chriſt for a man to believe 
(Phil. i, 29); and again, whatſoever is born of God over- 
cometh the world; and this is the victory that over- 
cometh the world, even our faith,” 1 John v. 4. So then 
it is faith that is born of God, which is that which ſinneth 
not. 

Likewiſe love is of God, and whoſoever loveth. God 
is born of him, and love is ſaid to fulfil the law. Love 
workech no ill to its neighbour, and is faid to be the 
fruit of the Spirit (Gal. v. 22); and this fruit cannot be 
fin; therefore love is of God, and cannot ſin. 

Again, the fear of God, that hateth fin, is born of 
him; not but that there is a fear that may be a laviſh 
one, which is not of God, but is of unbelief, and which, 
he abhorreth. This fear of God is attended with love 
and a tender conſcience, for I will put my fear into 
their hearts, that they ſhall not depart from me.“ Jer. 
xxxii. 40. Beſides, the fruit of the Spirit is in all 
goodneſs, righteouſneſs, and truth; all this is of God, 
and ſinneth not. At the laſt day, when the bodies of 
the ſaints. ſhall be raiſed up, they will have no fin in 
them, for the laſt trump ſhall ſound, and the dead 
ſhall be raiſed incorruptible ; for this mortal ſhall put, 
on immortality, and this corruptible put on incorrup- 
tion; and then ſhall this faying be brought to paſs, 
Death is ſwallowed up in victory. Theſe therefore muſt 
be new governments in the nations which will be creat» 
ed in Jeruſalem, that is, in her wiſdom and judgment. 

The kings of the nations are not ruled by the ſpirit of 
wiſdom and revelation in our days, for many of the horns, 
of the nations haye been ruled by a ſpirit of fornication. 
with the whore of Babylon, and have been under the do- 
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minion of her and the beaſt, according to the ſoundeſt 

judgment I have, and the moſt powerful experience on 

my own ſoul, one thouſand two hundred and threeſcore 

days, which is the ſame with the forty and two months, 

equally as long as the witneſſes have or will propheſy; 
and I do believe, from my inmoſt ſoul before the Lord, 
that the witneſſes have finiſhed their teſtimony, that the 

reign of the beaſt is out, that the chree days and an half 
we are under in which the witneſſes lie ain, that the 
beaſt has had power in our government, and that by 

threats the witneſſes are frightened, their power being 
Nain as well as their bodies. It is ſaid the light of the 
body is the eye: the eye denotes the preacher, the body 
the church that fit under him. Mitt. vi. 22. 

I could give greater intelligence to you than this, 
my brethren, concerning the witneſſes, and the three 
days and an half; but let this ſuffice for the preſent, till 
thou readeſt further relating to my converſion, where, 
you will ſee many things made manifeit to thy foul, 
which may deliver thee from the doubts of thy mind.“ 
But to proceed, : 

I have little more to ſay in proof of what J have 
written concerning the ne heavens mentioned in Iſaiah 
Ixv; for it is there ſaid, in verſe 21, after the new 
heavens are created, and the new earth, that © they ſhall 
build houſes, and inhabit them; and they ſhall plant 
vineyards, and eat the fruit of them.” Now ſuppoſe 
we take it firſt in the ſimple meaning of the words, 
that they ſhould build houſes and inhabit them, do you 
think they would build them in heaven where God 
relides ? If that were the caſe they would want many 
trades there, ſuch as carpenters, bricklayers, ſmiths, 
&c. ; but obſerve what Chriſt ſaith in Luke xx. 35, 36, 


they who ſhall be accounted worthy to obtain that 
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world and the reſurrection from the dead * neither 
marry nor are given in marriage, neither can they die 
any more:“ mark that; neither can they die any 
more ;' a plain proof that no child dies there, as I 
have proved before, for they are equal with the angels, 
and are the children of God, being the children of the 
reſurrection. If they be equal with the angels, then 
we believe them to do no ſuch work as building and 
planting ; for as the angels are ſpirits and not fleſh and 
blood, ſo are the ſouls of juſt men made perfect, 
though it is true that at the laſt day the trumpet ſhall 
ſound, and their dead bodies ſhall be raiſed incorrup- 
tible. But I ſhould rather think that the houſes meant 
here to be built are the dwelling places of mount Zion 
(Ifa. iv. 5), which is every foul that is to come to the 
Lord, and is prepared for his reception ; that 1s, every 
ſoul that is convinced of fin by God's law, that has felt 
the force of it in their own hearts, knowing that ſin. was 
dead in them till the law came home with power, and that 
then ſin revived and was felt in the conſcience, and that 
ſin takes every opportunity, under the power of the 
devil, to promote all manner of Juſt; for ſin, being op- 
poſed to the light and power of the law, ſtrives to ſtifle 
convictions, and this is the very nature of the devil ; as 
I know I never felt the force of luſtful thoughts till 
the law came home with power to make them vilible, 
and to condemn for ſin; then I could feel ſinſul de- 
fires, ſinful converſation, and ſinful actions; and thoſe 
ſins in my thoughts which led to blaſpheme God I 
could feel were ſore diſtreſſing to my foul, But to 
proceed, 

Theſe dwelling-places of mount Zion, when they are 
ſo convinced of fin that their bones are dry, the hope of 
the Goſpel is ſet before them, and they are cut off to ap- 


pearance from every comfort, will appear by the hope of 
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the Goſpel being ſet before them, to which they are 
enabled to flee from the ſword of juſtice ; for, as it is 
written, © in that day ſhall the great trumpet be blown, 
and they ſhall come which were ready to periſh, and ſhall 
worſhip the Lord in the holy mount at Jeruſalem.” Iſaiah 
xxvii. 13. 1 heſe find refuge in the hope {ct before them, 
which hope is in the blood of Chriſt Jeſus; theſe have 
laid hold of the promiſed ſtrength, and have made peace 
with him. Iſalah xxvii. 5. Paul ſays, © I, as a wiſe 
maſter builder, have laid the foundation,” as it is writ- 
ten, © Behold I lay in Zion for a foundation a ſtone, a 

tried ſtone, a precious corner-ſtone, and a ſure founda- 
tion.“ Paul, by the Spirit of God, had laid the founda- 
tion in the Corinthians, which was Chriſt the hope of 
glory in them, as he ſays further, © but we are made ma- 
niſeſt unto God, and I truit are made manifeſt in your 
conſciences.” Then if ſo, they became the Lord's dwell- 
ing- places, they became the temples of the Holy Ghoſt, 
the holy houles of God (Ita. xxii. 10), the tabernacles 
of the moſt high; and the voice of rejoicing and ſal- 
vation are in tlie tabernacles of the righteous, 

Further, as I have ſail before, it is mentioned, that 
aftcr the new heavens are created they ſhould build 
houſes and inhabit them ; which ſhews that they muſt 
have a builder to buil them up in the faith; and Apol- 
los was one of them, for he helped them much who 
had believed through grace. They will want ſuch 
wife maſter-buikers as theſe, to build them up in the 
faith after theſe new heavens are created. Ifaiah lxv. 
21. | 

Apain, they ſhall plant vineyards, and ſhall eat the 
fruit of them; they ſhall not plant and another eat. 
This is a plain proof that there will be preachers of 
the goſpel after theſe new heavens and new earth, 
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Paul ſays, © I have planted, and Apollos watered,” He 
preached the Goſpel, and God bleſſed his miniſtry to 
the converſion of many at Corinth, as it is ſaid, the 
Lord ſpake to Paul in the night by a viſion, ſaying, 
© Be not afraid, but ſpeak and hold not thy peace, for 
I am with thee ; for I have much people in this city.” 
Acts xviii. 9, 10. What a plain proof is here of the 
divinity of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt! O thou Arian, if 
thou find not refuge in this Lord, where he is thou 
never can'ſt come; for * if ye believe not that I am 
he, ye ſhail die in your ſins.” John viii. 24. Alſo, 
© who planteth a vineyard, and cateth not the fruit there- 
of? Who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk 
of the flock ?“ But there is no planting nor cating the 
fruit thereof when God's miniſters depart this life, for 
they have finiſhed thetr work, as Paul ſays, © I have 
fought a good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have 
kept the faith,” 2 Tim. iv. 7. Mark that; he ſays, 
© I have finiſhed my courſe.” Thea, it finiſhed, his 
work was done. Paul fays, in another place, ſpeak- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt witneſſing in every city that he 
was ſubje& to bonds and aflli-iton, but none of theſe 
things move me; neither count I my life dear unto 
myſelf fo that I might finiſh my courſe with joy, and 
the miniſtry which I have received of the Lord Jeſus, 
to teſtify the Goſpel of the grace of God.” Acts. xx. 24. 
Thus, when he kad finiſhed his courſe, he had finiſh- 
ed his miniſtry of the Lord Jeſus; of courle tliere is 
no miniſtry in heaven; ſo that it is plain that, when 
theſe things come to paſs, it will be when the 
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms 
of the Lord and of his Chriſt. Rev. xi. 15. 


I could fay many more things upon this ſubject, 
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but I forbear, as I intend to proceed upon my life and 
converſion, and this, by the help of God, I will write. 
I did intend to go on with it at firſt; but man's 
thoughts are not as God's thoughts, nor his ways as 
God's ways; for as the heavens are high above the 
earth, fo are his ways above our ways, and his thoughts 
above our thoughts; but all the time we keep judg- 
ment and do juſtice, our thoughts are as his thoughts, 
and our ways are as his ways; for he it is that keeps 
the paths of judgment, as it is not in man to di- 
rect his way, and well I know this both by ſorrow 
and joy. I ſee his will often, but there is a croſs in his 
will; my fleſh pines at it, and it becomes a ſorrow. 
Oft have I been perſecuted for doing his will, and re- 
viled ; and ſometimes when it has been ſo, I have 
taken hold of carnal weapons to fight againſt my an- 
tagoniſt, but my weapons have been broken, and I have 
come off wounded: then I have been obliged with 
ſorrow of heart to acknowledge them as not being the 
Lord's, before I could find peace with him; and the 
Lord hath made good his words to me, where he ſays, 
© he that confeſles his ſins, and forſaketh them, ſhall find 
mercy.” I have aſked the Lord often for things which 
he has thought fit in his wiſdom to deny me, and after 
ſome time I have found that it was for my good that he 
did refuſe, perceiving that he had, by denying my re- 
queſt, ſaved me from much ſorrow of heart, which has 
filled my heart with thankſgiving and much joy for his 
goodneſs towards me; therefore good and upright is the 
Lord who teaches ſinners in his ways. But now it is 
time that I ſhould proceed to ſhew you, as I informed at 
firſt, the manner of my life from my youth upwards, 


I have already faid thas I was born at the ſign of the 
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Fox and Hounds, in Hare Street, Bethnal Green, 
London. From the earlieſt period of my youth, as 1 
well remember, I was given to lying and ſtealing, and 
to take money out of my mother's till. My mind was 
given little to learning, bur very much to play at truant 
along with corrupt boys, and to waſh and learn to ſwim 
in ponds; and giory be to God who preferved me from 
being drowned, as many boys have been by ſwimming. 
My mind being taken off from fchool, I was deter- 
mined to learn to draw bruckles, and to pick and quill 
to the weavers, which I did, off and on, for the ſpace of 
three or four years, during which time I learnt many 
corrupt and wicked ways. I uſed to get along with a 
ſet of wicked boys, to ſing bawdy ſongs through the 
ſtreets of nights after I was done work, and to go into 
Spitalfields market and thieve apples, or any thing elſe 
I could lay my hands on. After this'I aſſociated with 
thoſe who ſtole ſuch things out of a ſhop, that had we 
been caught, I do not know to the contrary but we 

ſhould have been tranſported, if not hanged. | 
At this time I was not above twelve years of age, or 
thirteen at the furtheſt, and uſed to frequent public 
houſes where bad boys like myſelf were encouraged, and 
to learn to ring bells. Much money did I take from my 
mother to perform my wicked deſigns. I remember 
one time, when my father was out, (I think it was the 
5th of November) that my mother deſired me to ſtay at 
home, but refuſed her requeſt ; for which I have reaſon 
to be ſorrowful even while I am writing this. Accord- 
ingly I went along with the boys to play, and as they 
were letting off fire- works, I muſt be buſy too, and, 
fool like, muſt open the paper where the powder was, 
and blow fire upon it: my face-being over the powder, 
it all at once blew up into it, and it became like a burn- 
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ing coal of fire. I went home, exceedingly tormented, 
to my mother, and her grief on this account was very 
great. I rolled about the parlour, like one diſtracted, 
for ſome time, till my mother ſent for ſome cooling 
ointment, ſpread it upon a piece of cluth, and covered 
all my face with it, which, by the bleſſing of God, gave 
me great relief. This was a juſt judgment of God for 
my diſobedience to my mother, aud I would that 
fathers and mothers may warn their children from 
tranſgreſſing againſt the law of God: © Children, obey 
your parents, That your days may be long in the land, 

that it may be well with you,” Deut. v. 16. This is 
God's commanding will, who will puniſh thoſe who are 
diſobedient, as it is written, © Curſed is he that ſets light 
by his father or mother.“ Deut xxvii. 16. But the 
imputed righteouſneſs and blood of the Saviour has ſer 
me free from that curſe, which J ſhall be bound to 
bleſs God for ever for, the Saviour who wrought it 
out, and the Spirit that applied his merits to my ſoul, 
Yet this judgment of God was not ſeen then by me, 
and therefore was not acknowledged, nor was it any 
reſtraint to my wickedneſs after I got well, as I can 
feelingly remember; there was no fear of God before 
the eyes of my ſoul; in darkneſs I walked, and in 
hardneſs of heart. 

My father-in-law and my mother thought proper, 
when I was turned of thirteen years, to ſend me to ſchool 
again, that I might get a little learning before I was 
put apprentice; but there was very little indeed ob- 
tained by me, About fourteen years of age I went 
upon liking to a waterman and lighterman ; and one 
day, during that time, I and ſome other boys went to 
play, and, running over the ſtern of a coal barge, I 
tell overboard, and had a narrow eſcape from being 

drowned, 
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drowned, but by timely aſſiſtance was ſaved. But O! 
who was it that ſaved me? It was the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and none elſe, for which I bleſs his pre- 
cious name. I feel the ame kindle while I write: O 
what a bleſſing to have a feeling ſenſe of mercy ! it is 
that which makes the ſoul to love God. We love 
him becauſe he firſt loved us. O to ſee one's intereſt 
in Jeſus from everlaiting, how it fires the foul! how 
ſweetly doth my pen proceed while I feel the power! 
Well did our Lord ſay to the Pharilces, „if theſe were 
to hold their peace, the very ſtones in the ſtreet would 
cry out.'— There is nothing hid that ſhall not be 
made manifeſt, nor kept ſecret that ſhall not come 
abroad; yea, I cannot withhold ſpeaking while I feel 
his love. O love, love, love, my Saviour and my 
friend, my God, my defence, who ſaveth the upright 
in heart! I had but juſt prayed that I might feel the 
power of what I ſhould write, and, bleſſed be his holy 
name, he ac{wered my prayer, and thus he is © the fame 
God yeſterday, to-day, and for ever.” Heb. xiii. 8, 
True enough it is, as the Saviour ſays in John xiv. 13, 
14, and I can bear a living teſtimony to the truth of it, 
that © whatſoever ye aſk in my name, that will I do, 
that the Father may be glorificd in the Son; if ye aſk 
any thing in my name, I will do it.” I can ſay, in the 
preſence of him whom I bear witneſs to, that he has 
delivered me from many ſins when I have called upon 
his name; yea, when loaded with a guilty conſcience, 
I have called upon him perſonally, as he is deſcribed in 
his word, and he has ſet my ſoul at liberty. O I can tell 
how the prophets wrote in old time, becauſe I feel the 
ſame power. O ye Arians, what will become of ye if 
ye feel not the power of my Lord Jeſus! Surely I can 


lay with Thomas, My Lord and my you: John xx. 
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28, Woe unto you, if ye believe him not, and if 
you do not repent before you depart this life. Hearken, 
O ye ſinners, what this righteous Lord will ſay unto you 
at the laſt day whom ye have deſpiſed; thus ſhall be 
your ſentence: Go, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels,“ which are his 
miniſters. Matt. xxv. 41. What is the world, and all 
things therein, when we feel the love of Jeſus Chrilt ? 
It is better than all the treaſures of Egypt. Ir is this 
love that cauſes a man to deny himſelf, to take up his 
croſs cheerfully, and not to value what men or devils 
can do unto him. It is love that caſts out fear, for fear 
hath torment, and that I know full well. I know alfo 
what it is to be rich, and what it is to be poor. Bleſſed 
be the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for ever, for 
wiſdom and might are his; he giveth knowledge to the 
wiſe, and might to him that hath no power; he will 
keep the feet of his ſaints, and the wicked ſhortly ſhall 
be ſilent in darkneſs: © the Lord ſhall roar out of Zion“ 
in terrible majeſty. Woe unto many biſhops and mi- 
niſters ; woe unto thoſe who have the mark of the beaſt, 
and to them that worſhip his image. Behold my God 
will raiſe up ſome who ſhall not fear the face of a man, 
The Lord deliver all his children from ſuch ſins, and 
make them bold in their God. O what a ſweet anſwer 
I had from the Lord the other day, as I was praying to 
God the father in the name of my Saviour, I prayed 
that the Lord would diſcover to me all the diſcord in 
Zion, and what was the cauſe of it, and my foul was 
filled with ſo much zeal at the ſame time for the glory of 
God, that to ſpeak to the ſulneſs of it I am unable; but 
this I know, I could not love him enough. I had 
this anſwer come with power: © Pe it unto thee even as 
thou wilt,” Matt. xv. 28. Thus my Father anſwered 
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me with the words that my Saviour ſpake to the poor 
Canaanitiſh woman; and my God, I truſt, will diſcover 
this to my ſoul. O the grief, the prayers, and tears, I 
have had for the darkneſs I have ſeen and heard in 
Zion! How is the fine gold become dim! The Lord 
God purge her well. Feed the people with a rod, I 
pray, O my God; and make them feel thy diſpleaſure 
for fin as thou haſt made me; but yet in love, and not 
in anger, that they may be purged as gold,. and may 
offer an offering of righteouſneſs, an offering pleaſant 
to the Lord, as they have been in days of old. Bur to 
return to my ſubject, as I intended. 

After I had been upon liking for a few weeks, I was 
bound apprentice for ſeven years to one Mr. Plumer- 
ridge, in Horſley Down, Southwark, near London 
Bridge, a waterman and lighterman; and after I had 
been a twelvemonth, or thereabouts, I and two more 
ran away from our. maſters, and went to Chatham, 
where we entered on board the Amazon frigate, and 
I was made one of the captain's ſervants. My father 
came down to ſee me, and to try to get me off, that I 
might go with him to my maſter; but I refuſed com- 
plying with his kind requeſt, and he went away as he 
came, From this place we went to Portſmouth, and 
from thence to Guernſey and Jerſey on a cruiſe. While 
I was on this cruiſe I was taken ill with a fever, and a 
great many more in the ſhip beſides me; and after I had 
belonged to it about four months, or thereabouts, we. 
came to Portſmouth again, and there I got a perſon on 
board the ſhip to write home to my maſter to get me 
off: accordingly he wrote to the captain, who ſent for 
me to him, and chided me ſot my conduct. However 
I got my diſcharge wrote out, and came on ſhore with 


oaly four pence in my pocket to carry me ES 
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London. Out of this ſum I ſpent two pence or three 


pence at Portſmouth, where I had landed. From thence 
I went to Petersfield, about eighteen miles, that night, 
where 1 ſpent the remaining part of my four pence, and 
lay all night in a cart, elmo periſhed with cold; yet 
bleſſed be my Saviour, although I came*on ſhore very 
poorly, he did not ſuffer me to periſh; he preſerved me 
although I knew him not, as he ſaid to Cyrus, king of 
Perlia, © I girded thee, though thou haſt not known 
me.“ [Ilaiah xlv. 5. See allo Ezra i. 1. O the love 
of Jeſus Chriſt, that regarded me in ſuch a ſtate ! but 
as he loved me before I had any exiſtence, ſo as to hed 
his blood for me, ſo he loved me when | was in my 
mother's womb, and appointed me that I ſhould know 
him, and the power of his reſurrection and the fellow- 
ſhip of his ſufferings; yea, and to preach the Goſpel 
allo. However I ſet off the next morning, and walked 
within about half a mile of Godalmin, and there I was 
obliged to give it up, for I was quite wearied out with 
walking ſo many miles, and fo faint as not to be able to 
go any further. But, O my God, thou waſt not wearied 
of me! for thou put it into the heart of a ſtrange man to 
.come and fetch me into the town, and into his houſe, 


who gave me ſome mutton broth, as I was wearied with 


my journey and faint with hunger. When my ſtomach 
had come to with eating the broth, he gave me ſome 
mutton and turneps, and then, becauſe I had much 
vermin about me through being ill with the fever, and 
being young, and not knowing how to take care of 
myſelf, he made me {trip all off and go to bed, and the 
next morning I was a good deal better. Bleſſed be 
the Lord in remembrance of this! Accordingly, when 
] came down ſtairs, the good man gave me fix pence, 
a glaſs of ſome liquor, and I think ſome gingerbread, 
and 
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and I ſet off again for London, and came home to my 
mother and father, who ſtripped and cleaned me, and 
perſuaded me to go back again to my maſter, 

Aſter this I went to work upon the water again, and 
jearned evil practices without number, for J uſed to go 
on board the Welt Indiamen, and carry ſugar on 
ſhore that had bien ſtolen from the ſhips by coopers 
and Jumpers rhat worked on board of them; alſo 
for lightermen i carried on ſhore ſugar, tobacco, rice, 
and pimento, or any thing I could lay hold of, to fell 
to thoſe who would purchaſe them, for which I had fo 
much per ſcore for my trouble. At this time I could 
get froin twelve ſhillings to a guinea per day, what 
with the ſhare I had Xe the robbers, what I fold for 
them, and what I uſed to ſteal from the ſhips on my 
own account. With money procured in this wicked 
manner I aſſociated with bad women, which led further 
to my deſtruction. 

My bad practices becoming notorious, my maſter at 
laſt was wearied out with me, and I am informed that 
he laid an information againſt me that I had been to 
ſea; accordingly, one morning, as I was rowing on 
ſhore, a preisboat purſued me, the crew of which 
preſſed me, and carried me on board a tender lying at 
the Tower. That day the regulating captain examined 
me, and I was paſſed to go on board a man of war. 
After this I was ſent on board the Conqueſtadore, and 
from thence to the Sulph cutter of eightcen guns, lying 
at Sheerneſs. From this place we ſet fail for the 
Downs, and, after weathering a very heavy gale of wind, 
we proceeded to Portſmouth. From thence we failed 
to Cowes in the iſle of Wight, and afterwards went to 
Torbay, where abundance of fiſh are to be met with. 


Our orders from this place were to ſet fail for the Weſt 
Indies ; 


moſt roll with her gunnel under water. I was myſelf 


From thence we attempted to ſet fail for the Weſt 
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Indies: but we met with another gale of wind, which 


carried away our top maſt, and we were obliged to come 
to Torbay again, where we rode out a gale of wind 
wich the grand fleet. 

But I forgot to relate a circumſtance that happened 
while we lay in the Downs. It blowing hard one day, 
as I mentioned before, ſome of us were ordered aloft to 
ſtrike the topmaſt, which after we had ſtruck, the doctor 
called to one of us to go and clear the pennant, becauſe 
it wanted clearing. The veſſel we were in, to the beſt of 
my recollection, was pitching, through the violence of 
the wind, with her bowſpri:, and ſometimes would al- 


at this time, with ſome more, at the maſthead when the 
doctor called. As for my part, to tell the truth, I did 
not like to go up; nevertheleſs, one of them who was 
with me went, and, as I was coming down the ſhrouds, 
ſomething came down by me: when I looked, it was 
the man that went up to clear the pennant that fell from 
the maſthead, who was taken up dead. I thank God 
for his merciful kindneſs that it was not me, for I might 
have gone up as well as he. This event daunted me very 
much, ſo that I was often afterwards fearful io go up 
aloft. But to return. 

We ſet ſail from Torbay and put into Falmouth, to 
which we were obliged from a ſevere gale of wind. 


Indies once more, but were obliged to put back again 
from the ſame circumſtances. Here we ſtopped two or 
three days, and at laſt proceeded on our voyage. We 
arrived at Barbadoes, after about twenty-eight days fail 
from Falmouth, and from the former place we ſet 
ſail for St. Lucia; and after we had ſtopped there ſome 
time, we went back to Barbadoes again, where we met 

with 
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with the grand fleet, which was a large fleet, com- 
manded by Admiral Rodney. We had brought 
Captain Drake's flag out with us from England, 
which was blue at the mizen, and was hoiſted on 
board the Gibraltar man of war of eighty guns. 
After this we went to take St. Vincent, but did nor 
prove ſucceſsful; yet we plundered part of the iſland 
of what we could, and came away. Soon after this 
Admiral Hood joined us, and we went to take St. Eu- 
ſtatius, which we captured with a great number of 
ſhipping, and a conſiderable quantity of money. I was 
told by our heutenant that I ſhould have as much prize 
money as would buy me a lighter when I came home; 
and yet it has been taken fourteen years and upwards, 
and I have at preſent only received twenty-eight ſhil- 
lings for my ſhare. The Lord will reward the doers 
of evil according to their works; for thoſe who have 
kept this money have robbed the poor of it, and they 
cannot eſcape eternal judgment, except they repent, and 
find peace by the blood of the Lamb; for without his 
blood being applied there is no peace to a guilty ſoul ; 
and of this blood we muſt know the worth, and feel ir 
alſo, before, as ſinners, we can have confidence in its 
efficacy. O the wickedneſs of this ſinful nation! how 
oreat are thy crimes before the Lord, from the king to 
to the beggar ! They are all given to covetouſneſs. I 
will inſiſt upon this, that the king is in darkneſs, and 
walketh in darkneſs, becauſe darkneſs has blinded his 
eyes, Did he walk in the light as Jeſus Chriſt is in the 
light, would he ſuffer thoſe biſhops and clergy to teach 
who never knew God? Is this a ſmall crime, think ye, 
before the Lord? As I live before God, the wrath of the 
Lord is againſt the king for this, I read in my Bible, 


that a king ſhould be a miniſter of God to God's people, 
for 
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for their good (Rom. xiii. 4); and that by the Lord 


kings reign, and princes decree juliice (Prov. viii. 15); 
but if our king allows niiniſters to preach, and prefers 
them to dignities who never knew God, but are teachers 
of lies, then he is not a miniſter of God, in ny thoughts, 
for good, but for evil; for ſuch miniſters as theſe might 
miſlead my foul, if grace did not prevent; beſides, ſuch 
miniſters, by teaching of people contrary to holy ſcrip- 
ture, are the means of perſecuting me, and all thoſe that 
love God; for light and darkneſs cannot agree, and 
how can two walk together except they be agreed? 
Amos. iii. 3. Woe be unto you, ye falſe guides, who 
lead the king aſtray, and many more under him; be- 
hold this text ſhall have its fulfilment before many years 
come to paſs, upon ſuch as you: © Reward her, even 
as ſhe has rewarded you.” See Rev. xvii. 6, O thou 
blind guide, thou art” the very image of the beaſt ! 
Doſt thou not ſend out miniſters who ſay they are mov- 
ed by the Holy Ghoſt to take upon them the offices 
of adminiſtration, who are moved at the ſame time by 
the unholy devil to ſpeak againſt the truth? Like as 
the pope of Rome {ends out miniſters, ſo doſt thou; 
is it not fo, O ye lewd men? I ſhall leave at preſent 
this ſubject, and go on with my life; but I ſhall ſurely 
return again in another book, and be a ſwift witnefs 
againſt every falle biſhop and miniſter throughout this 
kingdom, for the vengeance of my God is in my heart 
for the controverſies of Zion. Iſaiah. xxxiv. 8, O 
Jeſus, I am determined to give thee no reſt till thou 
eſtabliſneth Jeruſalem a praiſe in the earth. Ifaiah Ixii. 
7. Butto goon. 

After we had been in and out of St. Euſtatius for ſome 
time, we went to Tobago, and another iſland in the 
Welt Indies belonging to our nation, to order, as [I 
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was informed, all the merchant ſhips to get ready to 
fail to St. Kitt's to join our convoy, which was to ſee 
them ſafe home if they could. In returning from To- 
bago we feel in with an American privateer of fourteen 
guns; ſhe was a Bermuda built loop, ſeemingly with a 
brig her prize. We engaged her one hour and a half, 
or ſomewhat thereabout, and much diſabled her; yet 
our captain thought it prudent to leave her, for we 
were cloſe to a French iſland, and he was afraid of ſome 
French frigates coming out of the iſland, for our rigging 
was very much ſhattered, which wouki have made it eaſy 
for them to have taken us. Another thing was, as our 
captain informed us, he was at this time a packet, and 
it was againſt his orders to ſtop to engage with any 
veſſel, except they ſtopped him 1n his progreſs; then he 
was to fight and run. In the mean while that this was 
about, our captain thought fit to board her, and I was 
one that was appointed for that work. For this pur- 
poſe they gave me a belt and a cartouch box to faſten 
on me, a brace of piſtols to be on one ſide of me, 
and a cutlaſs on the other: likewiſe I had a boarding 
pike in one hand, and a tomohawk, I think, in the other. 
Thus I was fitted out, and knew no more how to han- 
dle them than David did when clothed in king Saul's 
armour (t Samuel xvii. 38, 39), for I had never 
proved them whether I could wield them or not. For 
my part, I bleſs the Lord that it did not come pals, as I 
really think that, if J had attempted to have made a ſpring 
to jump on board the veſſel when ſhe came along {ide 
of us, I ſhould have fell overboard, or been killed by 
the enemy; for having ſo many things to carry along 
with me, which I knew not how to uſe, I muſt, I think, 
have fell a prey to them. But he that had the diſpoſing 
of hearts, ordered it ſhould not come to paſs. I have 
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thought ſeveral times that the Lord ordered it other- 
wiſe for my fake, and I really think he did; for, as I 
was choſen in Chriſt before the foundation of the 
world, that I ſhould believe and find peace in him, as I 
have found, then whatever evil there may be laid in my 
way, either by men or devils, the Lord will prevent me 
from that evil being my deſtruction, or otherwiſe God 
would be diſappointed of the purpoſe which he ordained 
ſhould come to paſs. It would be no manner of uſe 
for God to appoint a man to eternal life in Chriſt, if 
there could be any thing that might counteract the 
deſign; beſides, it would be rather degrading the wiſ- 
dom of God, for him to appoint his Son to fave a people 
from their ſins, and preſerve them to eternal life, and 
after all he could not foreſee that there ſhould be ſome- 
thing ariſe that would prevent his purpoſe : according 
to this, he would not be wiſer than man whom he has 
created, and it would be making God a liar ; for, if he 
fays © I will work, and who can let it? (Iſaiah xliii. 
13) and yet doth not work that which he ſaid he would, 
he would be like the ſcribes and phariſees, who ſaid and 
did not (Matt. xxiii. 3); beſides Chriſt Jeſus's death 
would be fruſtrated, the end of it made void, and all 
_ that his heavenly Father gave him to ſave might be 
ſaved, or not ſaved, if he could not foreſee that there 
might be ſomething ariſe that would hinder his deſign. 
Again, Chriſt could not be called the mighty God, 
if there could be any thing that could hinder him from 
faving his people (Iſaiah ix. 6); allo his people might 
be diſcouraged from truſting in him, if it were in the 
power of any one to deliver them out of his hand. It 
would be no manner of uſe to his people for him to 
open a door to them, if any one could ſhut it (Rev. iii. 
2), and his miniſters could not ſay as Paul ſaid, For 
what 
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what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing ! Are 
not even ye in the preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
at his coming? for ye are our glory and joy; yea Paul 
himſelf would be found a liar, if any one could fail of 
the grace promiſed in Chriſt Jeſus; thus miniſters 
would ſtand in doubt themſelves, if the promiſe was 
not ſure to all the ſeed (Rom. iv. 16); bur let God 
be true, and every man a liar that judges ſo wrongfully 
(Rom. iii. 4); * for the heavens and the earth ſhall paſs 
away, but my word,” ſays Chriſt, © ſhall never paſs 
away.” Matt. xxiv. 35. But to return to my ſubject 
again. 
After this engagement was over, we failed to Barba- 
does, and from thence to Antigua, where we got new 
fails, and ſuch ſtores as we wanted: after this we went 
to a place called Temerara, in the ſouth of America, 
which had been taken by three privateers of ours; we 
went there to guard it, and to convoy ſome merchant 
veſſels from thence to Barbadoes. From Temerara we 
now and then went to a place called Berbuſh upon 
the ſame continent, inhabited by a number of In- 
dians; then back again to our former ſtation of Te- 
merara, where we remained a long time. Atthis place 
there is a great quantity of fruit of different kinds, ſuch 
as oranges, lemons, limes, ſourſops, pine apples, me- 
lons, pomegranates, plantains, &c. After we had ſtaid 
a long time at this place, it ſo happened, one night, 
that the Stormont ſloop was chaſed by a ſquadron of 
French ſhips of war, near to land, which cauſed much 
confuſion among us, firing of guns, and hoiſting of 
ſignals, one ſhip to warn another; but to make ſhort 
of it, the commodore, thinking they would be too much 
for us, commanded to ſpike the guns up, and for our 
ſmall veſſels of war, and all the merchantmen, to run 
D up 


($6 
up the river; which we did: but, for my part, I think 
it was very wrong in him not to have engaged them, 
for they could not come vp the river above one at a 
time, upon account of running aground ; and as at the 
mouth of the river there was a bar, we might have ſhat- 
tered them much, if not fink moſt of them, from our fort, 
which had twelve twelve-pounders; by which means, 
and from our veſſels together, we might have ſaved the 
place. But now the French proceeded after us with 
their lighteſt veſſels up the river, but our officers took 
counſel together, and agreed to enter into a capitulation | 
to ſurrender the place, and all the veſſels, to the French. 
After they had ſettled this, the French gave command 
to our officers to diſcharge the guns; but I knew not 
the time that they were to be fired off, but it ſo happen- 
ed, (as I uſed to row a little boat myſelf belonging to 
the ſhip)that I had orders that day, to carry ſome of the 
heutenant's things on board of a ſhip that was to take us 
all down the river, to lay cloſe to the French commodore, 
which was a large French frigate; now, as I was returning 
back with the tide from the old Oroonoke, the ſhip that 
was to carry us down the river, juſt as I came right off 
the bow of our own veſſel, the bow gun, which is cloſe 
to the head of the ſhip, was fired off, and two, if not 
three more, were fired off before they ſaw me, and I 
was, at the ſame time, very near the mouths of the guns; 
but when they perceived me they left off firing, never- 
theleſs I was ſeverely wounded, as one of the ſhots hit 
my arm, in which I am lame to this very day; another 


- - Winded my back, and a third ſlightly touched my leg; 


the upper works of the boat alſo were ſhot through 
and through. I was going to row away, but alas! the 
ſhots followed after me faſter than I could proceed from 
them. I found my arm begin to ache, but I did 

not 
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not know I was wounded till I looked down and ſaw the 
blood. I endeavoured to get to the ſhip's ſtern, but 
yet was afraid, becauſe there were two braſs cohorns 
placed there that I feared would be fired off, which, had 
that been the caſe, I might have been killed at once; 
however | made ſhift to get to the ſhip's ſide, and was 
helped on board. The doctor ſearched the wound, and 
found that there was no bone broke ; but the pain be- 
gan to be very ſevere, and almoſt drove me diſtracted, 
Here was a mercy of my God and Father! although 
I at that time knew him not, and was a ſtranger to the 
covenant of his promiſes; without hope, and without a 
feeling ſenſe of his power, in darkneſs I proceeded, for 
darkneſs had blinded mine eyes. O my God, if thou 
hadſt cut me off at this time, where thou art I never 
ſhould have come, for I was exceedingly wicked in- 
deed in all manner of vice: I remember 1 uſed to 
damn mine eyes very much indeed, and I do nat think 
it was many months before I was wounded, when, one 
evening, as I was about wy duty, I was all at once 
ſtruck with a dimneſs of ſight, fo that I was obliged to 
get leave to be abſent from duty, and I was fo, I 
think, for ſeveral days; but the doctor gave me a me- 
Cicine, and, by the bleſſing of God, I got better. By 
this it may be ſeen that the Lord was diſpleaſed with 
my wickedneſs, which was very great; O bleſſed be his 
name for ever and ever. He might have ſtruck me 
dead, and it-would have been nothing but juſtice. Take 
heed, O ye ſwearers, by this: know ye not what the 
law faith, Thou ſhalt not ſwear, thou ſhalt not bear 
falſe witneſs againſt thy neighbour ? If thou proceed in 
this thy wickedneſs, after thou haſt heard this law, and 
dieſt therein, ye may be ſure, O ye ſinners, that by this 


law thou ſhajt be judged (Rom. ii. 12); © for as many 
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as have ſinned in the law, ſhall be judged by the law.” 
This ought to warn the wicked, that he may turn from 
the error of his ways. 

Another circumſtance I remember, that before I was 
wounded I had a deſire in my heart that I might be ſlightly 
wounded in ſome part of my body, in order that I might 
be ſent on ſhore to the hoſpital, to fulfil a deſire I had 
in my fleſh, which I could not do on board ſo well, to 
my ſinful wiſh, as I could on ſhore. O the wickednefs 
of a hard heart ! it would follow its ſinful purſuits, if it 
were ſure of going to hell for it. Where is this ſinlefs 
perfection which man doth talk of, by which they ſay 
a man has power to keep himſelf from ſin ? Sion never 
had it yet, nor never will, in this world, by nature; how 
then can Jeruſalem the deſolate have it, which 1s 1n 
bondage with her children? O thou deluded man, or 
woman, or child, who believerh this, and yet ſuffereth 
thyſelf to be lead away by the error of the fleſh : but 
hearken, O miſtaken man or woman, to what the ſcrip- 
ture ſaith, that © there is a generation that is pure in 

their own eyes, and yet is not waſhed from their filthi- 
neſs.“ Prov. xxx, 12. Where is the man, or where is 
the woman, who can pretend to live free from ſinning 
againſt God, when the ſcripture contradicts it? for it 
declares, that © there is not a juſt man upon the earth who 
liveth and ſinneth not.“ Eccles. vii. 20. But, miſtake 
me not in this, I do not ſay that man ſhould not flee 
from ſin; © Keep thyſelf pure, ſays Paul, © and be not 
a partaker of other men's ſins.” For Paul himſelf, who 
partook of more abundance of grace than many, de- 
clares as follows : © when I would do good, evil is pre- 
ſent with me; and the good which 1 would do, that I 
do not; but the evil which I would not do, that do I.” 
See Rom. vii. I know and believe, from the reach- 
I ings 
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ings of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt upon my own ſoul, that a 
child of God is a partaker of the divine nature, which 
conſtrains him that he would not fin for ten thouſand 
worlds, if he could help it; yea, fin is the greateſt mi- 
ſery to him. O, he ſays, O that I could love my 
God more. O that I delighted more in him, that [ 
could be obedient in all things to my Father which is 
in heaven. O ſin, how troubleſome art thou to my 
foul! O that the day was come when * this mortal ſhall 
put on immortality, and this corruptible put on incor- 
ruption, that death might be ſwallowed up in victory.“ 
Bleſſed be the Lord, there is a reſt for the people of 
God. © I ſhall be ſatisficd when I awake with thy like- 
neſs,” ſays David, Pſalm. xvii. 15; for in this life we 
groan being burdened,” But to return again to my 
ſubject, 

The Lord fulfilled my deſire in part, for, as I wiſh- 
ed to be wounded, ſo I was, to my great and ſorrowful 
grief, but not to fulfil the luſt of the fleſh, as I intended, 
Now after I was wounded, I went with the reſt of the 
priſoners in a cartel to Barbadoes, and there I was ſent 
to the hoſpital, and was at that place eight months and 
twenty-two days. Here I ſuffered exceedingly, having 
no friend to help me, and being but very young with- 
al, for I was not eighteen years of age, to ſuffer ſuch 
troubles was the occaſion of great grief of heart. When 
[ firſt went into Barbadoes hoſpital, what with the heat 
of the country, and having no friend to help me, and 
the exceſſive pain occaſioned by the wound, I could 
ſcarcely get any reſt, either by night or by day. I uſed 
to take laudanum drops on nights to make me ſleep; 
but there was ſuch a great quantity of bugs in the 
bedſteads, that perpetually crawled about me, and tor 


mented me, that I could get but very little reſt, My 
D 3 foul 


22 


* 
. ! - 
93 — E A 


t 39-3 

ſoul cannot help praiſing God when I think of the va- 
rious difficulties I had to undergo, and that yet he 
| ſhould have preſerved my life. O bleſſed be my Sa- 
viour and my friend! thou didſt love and preſerve me 
when I knew thee not. Although I knew him not 
then, yet he has fulfilled his word, as he promiſed. 
All that my heavenly Father hath given me ſhall come 
to me (John. vi), and ſhall know me, from the leaſt of 
them to the greateſt, and their ſins and their iniquities will 
I remember no more.” Bleſſed be my God and Father, 
who hath made me to know this powerfully by divine ex- 
perience, the teſtimony of which I would not part with 
for all the treaſures of Egypt; then bleſs the Lord, O 
my ſoul, who hath healed thee of thy diſeaſes, and hath 
made thee to forget thy poverty, by drinking of the beſt 
wine of his kingdom, and hath cauſed thee to rejoice in 

the work of his hands. | 
Although 1am under many grievous trials at preſent 
in being where I am, which is in a public houſe; yet I 
can ſay, if I experience caſtings down, I alſo have many 
liftings up: through many tribulations J have entered 
into his kingdom, yet I can affirm, in the preſence of 
God who ſearcheth every heart, that theſe tribulations, 
by the Spirit of the Lord, have worked moſt happy and 
powertul experience in my ſoul; yea, I ſhould never 
have been ſtrengthened in faith as I am, had it not been 
for theſe; therefore I can ſay with the Apoſtle, that 
© tribulation worketh patience, and patience experience, 
and experience hope, and hope-maketh not aſhamed, 
becauſe the love of God is ſhed abroad in my heart,” 
often by the Holy Ghoſt. Alſo I can in part adapt 
to myſelf the words of the apoſtle Paul, that * all things 
work together for good to them that love God, to them 
that are called according to his purpoſe.” Rom. viii. 
There 
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There be many preachers who are ſent out from our 
ſeminaries in theſe days, who are ſent of men, and are 
taught of men. It is true they often ſpeak truth, and yet 
the ſpirit of truth never inſtructed them, that is, they 
ſpeak truth in ſome meaſure; yet nevertheleſs they 
. corrupt the truth, the ſpirit of God never operating one 
truth upon the hearts of many of them. O man, thou 
that ſayeſt, we know thar all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them that are called 
according to his purpoſe,” did you ever have the ſpirit 
of God bear you witneſs, from the word of God, that 
thou thyſelf haſt loved God? was ever thy faith tried in 
the fire? becaule it is written, © he ſhall ſit as a refiner 
and purifier of ſilver, and he ſhall purify the ſons of 
Levi, and purge them as gold and ſilver, that they may 
offer unto the Lord an offering in righteouſneſs.” Ma- 
lachi, iii. 3. Didſt thou ever know whether thou hadſt 
the gold tried in the fire? (Rev. iii. 18) and by the 
trial hath found it to be much better than gold? (1 Peter 
1. 7) for bythe trial of faith comes the experience of faith, 
and © experience bringeth hope,” yea and ſtrong hope, 
tand hope maketh not aſhamed,' becauſe it is attended 
with powerful love, when the evidences of true faith are 
clear, and true experience makes us rejoice, in hope of 
the glory of God. Thou that teacheſt another, ſhould- 
eſt thou not know theſe things thyſelf?” The huſband- 
man who laboureth ſhould firſt be a partaker of the 
fruits of goſpel grace. Doſt thou know any thing of 
this? put it home to thy conſcience, if it brings con- 
fuſion even to thy ſoul. Examine thou thyſelf, whether 
thou knoweſt Jeſus Chriſt in the power of his goſpel. 
Do not think, becauſe thou preacheſt the letter of the 
law, or of the goſpel, that thou thyſelf ſhalt be ſaved, 


But thou mayeſt ſay, I labour in love towards them, 
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to build them up in faith, and the ſcripture ſaith, © we 
know that we have paſſed from death unto life, becauſe 
we Jove the brethren,” Hearken, O man, is it poſlible 
that thou ſhouldeſt ſer ſtore by another man's ſoul who 
never lovedſt thine own ?. He that is faithful to his own 
ſoul, will endeavour to be faithful for another man's ; 
but he that is unfaithful to his own ſoul, regardeth not 
that of his neighbour. Look to the bottom, and ſee 
whether it is not to convert men unto thyſelf, and not 
unto God; and whether covetouſneſs is not the root of 
all thy labour. Again, doſt thou not go to commentators 
to equip thee for the pulpit, inſtead of going to God in 
humility of ſoul, to get inſtruction hot and warm from 
him, like the hot ſhew bread that was ſet every morning 
upon the pure table of gold; and if fo, I cannot fee that 
thou canſt be profitable to men's ſouls, who make a boaſt 
of other men's labours made ready to thy hands, 
and yet have none of thine own. Paul calls ſome of this 
ſtamp falſe apoſtles, transforming themſelves into miniſ- 
ters of righteouſneſs, whoſe end ſhall be according ta 
their works. 2 Cor. x. 16; xi. 13. How do you think 
this will ſtand in the day of ſcorching ? Behold it ſhall 
be burned up. But let me proceed. 

By this time I had lain ſome months in the hoſpital, 
and had been ill with the flux, in addition to the wound 
in my arm, for which I had tried many things to effect 
a cure, but ſtill in vain, for proud fleſh would appear, 
which uſually did, through the heat of the country, turn 
into dead fleſh, which the doctor uſed to cut off, that it 
might not make my arm worſe. At laſt I was put into 
the room where thoſe are ſent who are to have their arms 
and legs cut off, for my arm to be ſerved the ſame; but, 
bleſſed be God, it ſo happened, while I was in this room, 
that] was perſuaded touſe blue-ſtone to my wound, which 


1 did. The manner how I uſed it was this: I took ſome 
lint, 
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lint, dipped in blue-ſtone and water, and laid it all 
over the wound. The very firſt time I laid it on it did 
me good, and it was, in the hand of God, the means of 
clearing the wound of all proud and dead fleſh, and my 
arm began to heal ſurpriſingly : then I ſoon got a ſto- 
mach to eat more than I could procure for to fatisfy my 
hunger. I was brought ſo low, I remember, juſt before 
T uſed the blue-ſtone, that one night, in particular, J was 
near giving up the ghoſt ; but I made ſhift to get to a 
wikdow, where there was a teſtament lying. I took it 
up, and read in it as well as I could, and I do not know 
but that I prayed, yet, to the beſt of my remembrance, 
I thought I ſhould be ſaved if | did. But, bleſſed be 
my God and Father, who did not let me die in ſuch a 
ſtate of ignorance! O I thank thee, my dear Saviour 
alſo, who died that I might live; O what love to a poor 
ſinner! O that I could praiſe thee, my dear Redeemer, 
who hath ſaved me from everlaſting woe! I who now, at 
this preſent, after all thy grace beſtowed on me, feel I 
am not worthy but of everlaſting puniſhment. I thank 
thee, my Lord and Saviour, for thy merciful kindneſs to 
me. O let thy children live to praiſe thee.“ Reader, 
when [I feel a ſenſe of the Lord's love to me, I cannot 
well help ſpeaking of it ; we love him, becauſe he firſt 
loved us. It is a great thing when a man has got a 
Savioyr to go to, and to ſee him ſufficient for every 
need that his ſoul wants, I can truly ſay u ith the ſpouſe 
in the ſong of Solomon, (chap. v. 16) from powerful 
experience, that his mouth is ſa eet; yea, he is alto- 
gether lovely: this is my beloyed, and this is my friend, 
O daughters of Jeruſalem.” The ſpouſe ſays, that © he 
is the chiefeſt among ten thouſand,” ver. 10; but J 
think I may ſay, that he is the chiefeſt of the whole 
world; yea, what is man or the ſon of man? they ſhall 
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all wither as graſs. Bleſſed be my God and Saviour, 
who upholds my foul in life, and daily gives me freſh 
life: © in him is life, and the life is the light of men.” 
John. i. 4. O that word, * in him was life” The 
word him ſhews his divine perſon, the word fe his 
eternal Godhead, his etcrnai love towards his children, 
and his eternal wiſdom and foreknowledge, which he 
had in himſelf equal with the Father. He knew every 
child that was to come to him, and his power that was 
to enable them to come; as it is written, © | the Lord 
the firſt, and with the laſt; I am he.” Iſaiah xli. 4. 
He it was that gave Adam the firſt promiſe : © I the 
Lord the firſt, and with the firſt ;* and the laſt ſoul that 
ſhall be ſaved will be ſaved by him. I the Lord the 
firſt, and with the laſt, I am he.” See Rev. i. 8:21 
am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, 
faith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to 
come, the Almighty.” That this is the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf, hear what John ſays of him, in the 17th 
and 18th verſes of this chapter: © And when ſaw him, 
I fell at his feet as dead; and he laid his right hand upon 
me, ſaying unto me, Fear not, I am the firſt and the 
laſt: I am he that liveth, and was dead ;* mark that, 
and was dead; and behold, I am alive for evermore, 
amen, and have the keys of hell and of death.” This 
is the bleſſed, eternal, and everlaſting God, who has 
become my ſalvation. Every foul that ever was ſaved 
before he aſſumed human nature was ſaved by him; 
and every ſoul that has been ſaved, ſince he took 
human nature upon himſelf, has been ſaved by him; and 
all that ſhall be ſaved muſt be ſaved by him; © this is 
the true God, and eternal life.” 1 John v. 20. But ta 
go on. | 


After 
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After I got my arm better, and had been pronounced 
an invalid to return to England, I fought a veſſel to 
go home in; at laſt I found one going to England, 
which was the Bee brig, captain Parry, bound 
to Liverpool, I made an agreement with the captain 
to cook the voyage home for my ſupport, and 
we ſet fail from Barbadoes after I had been there 
eight months and twenty-two days, in company with 
another brig; but we had a terrible voyage home, with 
molt terrible and heavy gales of wind; and one morn- 
ing it ſo happened, while we were near Burmuda, that 
at break of day we ſaw a fail to windward, and no 
ſooner than they ſaw us, they gave us chaſe. She ap- 
peared to be a large French frigate, and ſoon fired at 
us, but none of her ſhot took effect: they crowded all 
the ſail they could, ſeemingly to take us, but the veſſel 
I was in failed well, and outrun her, and ſo we got 
clear, which I bleſs the Lord for, for I was afraid of be- 
ing taken priſoner, leſt I ſhould be ſent to a French 
iſland in the Weſt Indies, the climate of which might 
not have agreed with my wound, and might have turn- 
ed it bad again. Now after we had proceeded many 
days, a great tempeſt aroſe, with a heavy ſea alſo. Our 
captain, fearing we ſhould run too far on the ſouth of 
France, bent an hawſer to a ſpare topmaſt which we 
had, and threw it over board from her larboard bow, in- 
tending to bring her to, by the topmait catching bg- 
| tween two ſeas, and ſo let her drift ahead to wind; but 
Juſt as we began to bring her to with the hoiſting of 
the peak of the mainſail, in order to bring her head to 
wind, there came a fea, I think, upon her larboard 
quarter, which almoſt drove her half under water ; but 
it ſo happened that the man at the wheel cried out, © Cut 
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away the hawſer.” Accordingly they did, and, by the 
bleſſing of God, ſhe anſwered her helm, and wore away 
before the wind, yet the ſea waſhed from fide to ſide 
enough to knock her ſides out; ſhe being a deep waiſted 
veſſel, held the ſea the more, and I was afraid myſelf it 
was all over with me, for the ſea ran exceeding high, 
and ſhe lying ſo much under water, I made ſhift to get 
to the weather ſhrowds, willing to live as long as I could. 
I remember at this time I made uſe of my lame arm, 


but before I do not know I ever did. But here I ſee 


another mercy of God, who kept the ſea from devouring 


me, as well as all things elſe. At laſt we came into 


ſoundings, and ſaw land, which was Ireland, and that 
night, when we were not far off land, the wind blew 
very hard a ſtrong gale, and we were obliged to carry 
a foreſtayſail, a mainſtayſail, and a cloſe reef mainſail, 
to work to windward, leſt we ſhould get aſhore and 
daſh to pieces on the rocks; and again, it blowing fo 
hard, and carrying theſe fails together, we were afraid 
we ſhould be upſet. The hands on board kept heav- 
ing the water out of her, that ſhe might not fill too faſt; 
but juſt towards the break of day we ſaw a light, and it 
proved to be Waterford light-houſe. Accordingly we 


ſteered for it, and juſt, I think, as we entered the 


mouth of the harbour, there came a pilot to meet us, 
and we took him in, and failed to a place called Paſage, 
oppoſite to which was a place called Belleac, about 
five miles from Waterford ; and then we got a little 


comforted. Now after I had lain there a few days, I - 


ſpoke to the captain to let me go on ſhore, for I did not 
like to go to Liverpool in the veſſel, for fear, after all, I 
might be loſt, for ſhe was a very crank veſſel, and her 
maſt was too heavy for her withal; and as I had eſcaped 
ſo many dangers in her, I was reſolved to leave her if I 

| could; 
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could: accordingly I did, and walked to Waterford. 
It being war time, there were at this place a regulating 
captain, and a lieutenant, I think it was to the lieu- 
tenant I went, to inform him I was a king's man, and 
had been wounded in the Weſt Indies. 1 ſhewed him 
my invalid's ticket, and he ſeemed to reſpect me much, 
and gave orders for me to be victualled with the preſs- 
gang. After a few days, I received orders to go on 
board a tender, which had preſſed men in it, and ſome 
volunteers, that was bound to Plymouth. However we 
put into Milford haven, in Wales, where we lay near a 
month, if not quite, While we lay here, it was much 
talked of that peace would take place between England 
and the powers at war. Now I thought, if this ſhould 
come to paſs, the tender would go back again to Ire- 
land, and put the men on ſhore, and then how ſhould I 
get to London. Accordingly Iwas reſolved to walk up 
to London, which from this place was two hundred and 
ſixty miles. Now there was on board this tender a man 
who came home with me from the Weſt Indies, who 
had entered into the king's ſervice for the ſake of the 
bounty, which was thirteen guineas for an able ſeaman. 
Now I had told this man I was determined to go, fo he 
gave me two ſhillings, and I do not know that I had any 
more about me; ſo | ſet off, and travelled to a townabout 
ten miles diſtant, and here 1 got a little proviſion that I 
- ſtood in need of, which I bought out of my two ſhillings. 
] vent to the mayor of the town, and he wrote me out a 
paſs, gave me a penny, and leave alſo to go and begabout 
the town; but I do not remember that I did; for I was 
like the unjuſt ſteward, I was aſhamed to beg. Luke 
xvi, But this mayor appears to me now to have 
been a covetous man, for he had a right to allow me one 
penny a mile, being a king's man, as I have been in- 
formed ; and he knew this, becauſe I ſhewed him my 
invalid's 
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invalid's ticket, Put this is the way they ſerve poor 
men, becauſe they know no better, and cannot help 
themſelves. However I ſtopped there all night, and 
in the morning ſet off, and walked very near twenty 
miles; the next day I walked to Carmarthen by dinner 
time, and then went to the mayor, and told him my 
need; but I think I got no more from him than three 
pence, yet, to the beſt of my remembrance, I got ſome 
victuals at a cook's ſhop, and ſome money at a public 
houſe, and a night's lodging withal, and the next day 1 
ſet off again; but I cannot recollect the places regularly 
through which I paſſed; however I got ſome money at 
one or two places before | came to Monmouth, and got 
ſeveral lifts with one poſt chaiſe or another for many miles. 
Now I was obliged to lie out all night when 1 came to 
this place, for it was very late when I came in; and you 
mult know it was but a little while after Chriſtmas- day 
when I came to Monmouth, and by lying in the open 
air I felt its effects greatly; however in the morning I 
got, I think, eighteen pence from the mayor, and I ſet 
off again, and came to Glouceſter city: there I got but 
ſixpence, I think, for twenty-five miles walk; but if 1 
had had my right, I ſhould have had two ſhillings and 
one penny. Woe be unto thoſe who defraud the poor 
of their right! but there is a day coming when judgment 
ſhall be given to the ſaints of the Moſt High (Daniel + 
vii. 22), even before the laſt trump ſhall ſound; and 
their ;odament ſhall condemn thee, and ſhall put ſuch 
people as thou art out of thy places. O thou wicked! 
thou beareſt rule now, but there is one who is coming 
in his faints that in righteouſneſs will judge and make 
war. Rev. xix. 11. After J had lain at Glouceſter 
one night, I ſet off for Oxford, and I think | was two 
days before I got there: now what I got at this place I 
cannot 
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cannot remember; but this I remember, I got into a 
bad lodging, where the bed was ſwarming with ver- 
min, and not only this, but a parcel of bad women 
lodged there. The converſation I overheard from theſe 
women I ſhould be aſhamed to mention; and the ſame 
from a young ſtudent of Oxford, who cohabited with 
them: but what ſhall I ſay of ſuch ? Why I ſay, they are 
ſent of men, to be made miniſters of men, and if made 
miniſters of men, they are not miniſters of God; for Paul 
ſays, I certify you, brethren, that the Goſpel which was 
preached of me was not after man, for I neither received 
it of man, neither was I taught it but by the revelation of 
Jeſus Chriſt.” Gal. i. 11, 12. However I lodged there 
all night, and then ſet off for London. I had fifty-ſix 
miles to go to reach London, and whether I was two 
or three days in going I cannot remember ; bur I re- 
collect that when I came to Uxbridge, I ſpent the laſt 
money I had, and the man at the public houſe, the ſign 
of the Three Hats I think, behaved very well to me, 
and gave me ſome meat to eat, and ſpoke to a man who 
drove a carriage that was going to London to give me 
a caſt up; accordingly the man did, and I rode upon 
the coach-box to Holborn, and came to my mother's 
houſe about eleven o'clock at night, after about a jour- 
ney of eleven days. 

After I had been at home a few days, my mother and 
father perſuaded me to return to my maſter, and to let 
him have all the wages that was due to me; accordingly 
I agreed to it, and went with him to the pay-office in 
Broad Street, When | received the money I gave it 
to him, and he bought me a ſuit of clothes, a pair of 
ſilver buckles, and ſome other things, as I can recollect. 
Now my arm being lame, I could work but very little 


tor ſome time; nevertheleſs, by uſing ſore: particular 
oil, 
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oil, and rubbing it in before the fire, with a weight in 
the ſame hand, by the bleſſing of God it got better; 
for you are to underſtand that, after I got wounded, I 
was obliged to keep my arm in a fling, in conſequence 
of which the leaders were drawn up, ſo that as it healed 
I could not ſtraighten my arm ; no,- nor it never. will 
be properly ſtraight in this world, as far as I can judge, 
Belides, the leader of my middle finger is cut away, 
and I think that this was done when the doctor was 
cutting the dead fleſh from my arm; alſo two more of 
my fingers are very much damaged ; nevertheleſs, by 
rubbing this oil, and by uſe together, it got a good deal 
better, ſo that I could work in ſome meaſure to get 
money for my maſter to ſupport me, yet not withour 
much pain at times in this wounded arm. 
I had not ſtaid long with my maſter this time, before 
J got acquainted with ſome corrupt lads, with whom I 
uſed to go to public houſes, to drink and make merry, 
and ſo got in company with many bad women, which 
did not coſt a little to ſupport. Here I began my paſt 
practices again, which became my ruin. O my God, 
thou knoweſt this was my way, and I was as a beaſt before 
thee! Now my delight was, day and night, if I could 
get time, to be in company with theſe bad women. I 
ſometimes ſtaid out all night and all day from my 
raſter, till I had ſpent all the money I had; but it 
could not, with propriety, be called my money, for it 
was my maſter's, and yet, at times, it could not be called 
either his or mine, becauſe it was ſtolen. By this 
practice of ſtaying out all night at times, it became at 
laſt more general, and twice or three times I put my 
watch in pawn, on purpoſe to carry on wicked ways. 
My maſter took me up twice before the juſtice, but 
fill all would not do; and one night, I think, with 
dancing 
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dancing I broke one of my ſilver buckles; accordingly 
I went and fold them, and then ſoon made away with 
the money in my former corrupt ways. At laſt ] pick- 
ed up one who led me to go a thieving on the river, 
to ſtcal deal- planks, or coals, or any thing we could 
get; and one night, in particular, I ſtopped a boat to 
rob a man of his watch which had four men to row it, 
who were in the boat with him, when I put a horſe- 
piſtol to his head, demanding his property; but they 
made ſuch a crying out for fear I ſhould ſhoot them, 
that he who was with me in the boat begged that I 
would depart from them, as it was a moon-light night, 
for fear of being followed by ſome other boats that might 
ſee us. I have often thought of it ſince, what a daring 
piece of preſumption it was; how hardened mult my 
heart have been to do ſuch things. Now it was but a 
little while after this that we took wicked counlel again, 
and went and took a man into our boat to carry hum on 
board the ſhip that he belonged to, and when we had 
carried him ſomewhere about the middle of the river, 
I preſented a piſtol to his head, and demanded his watch 
and all his money; yet he was ſo reſolute that he would 
not give me the money, except I took it myſelt; fo I 
took the money out of his pocket and his watch, and 
then, cruel like, rowed him to a large quantity of mud, 
and put him out of tae boat into it, that he might with 
difficulty walk up to the ſtairs, and then rowed over 
the water and got away. O baſe action! and O mer- 
ciful God to pardon it! Thus he had mercy upon the 
chiefelt of ſinners ; therefore I can ſay, who is a God 
like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity and tranſgreſſion, 
who retaineth not his anger fer ever, becauſe he delight- 
eth in mercy? Micah vii. 18. 


Now there happened to be at the ſtairs a young man, 
2 a Water- 
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a waterman's apprentice, who ſaw us take this man in, 
and likewiſe knew us, who finding the man was robbed 
that we had for a paſſenger, laid an information againſt 
us, went with the officers in ſearch of us, found us where 
a parcel of bad women uſed, took us up, and car- 
ryed us before the juſtice, where the man who had been 
robbed appeared againſt us, and ſwore poſitively to me, 
and that I put the piſtol to his head and demanded what 
he had. Accordingly we were committed to priſon, 
fetters were put upon our legs, and after this we were 
ſent to Newgate to take our trials at the Old Bailey. In 
Newgate we lay near a whole month, and I got more 
corrupt in that month then I ever was before. Here I 
learned to pick pockets, or leaſtways endeavoured ſo to 
do; but I never had much heart for this practice, 
though I got into another line as bad: yet I have been 
once or twice ſo wicked as to endeavour, when people 
were going to be hanged before my eyes, to do it. Doth 
not this fulfil the ſcripture, that © the heart of man is 
deceitful, and deſperately wicked; who can know 
it? 

But, my reader, ſince J have written about my heart, 
and the heart of man being deſperately wicked, I have 
been to prayer to my God and Saviour, and I have had 
ſuch power from him, that I cannot help writing what I 
felt. I was led out in prayer to him, as feeling my want 
of ſuch a Saviour, and told him I could not live without 
his power; if he would give me but ſtrength, like 
wreſtling Jacob, I would not let him go till he bleſſed 
me. I felt my poor ſoul exceeding hungry, and his 
ſweet prelence abſent; and, bleſſed be his name, as 
] was kept praying to him, he ſhincd upon my under- 
ſtanding exceedingly, and ſhewed me he was my al- 
mighty God, at the ſame time convincing me, and 
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making me feel, that except he was my almighty God, 
he could not be the Saviour of my ſoul; and from 
this text he ſhined as one upon my ſoul, to be ſeen in 
the firſt chapter of the Revelation ; © I am Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the ending, faith the Lord, 
which is, and which was, and which 1s to come, the 
Almighty !' I was made to feel the neceſſity of ſuch a 
text, and ſaw and felt, that if Jeſus Chnſt was not 
almighty God, he could not be the Saviour of my ſoul. 
Again, this text alſo came home with power; © He 
ſhall, meaning Chriſt, © deliver the needy when he 
crieth, the poor alſo, and him that hath no help. Pſalm 
xxii. 13. Here I ſaw that he knew every trouble that 
I was in, and that he was Almighty God to deliver me 
out of every difficulty; that there was no fin that I 
have committed, or ſhall commit, but he was able to 
pardon, yea, and willing; that his perfect obedience to 
the law was for me; that he has by that obedience to 
the law brought in an everlaſting righteouſneſs. Daniel 
Ix. 24. I ſaw him therefore to be my infinite trea- 
ſure, and told him that he was my treaſure, yea, and 
could appeal unto him with my whole heart, and could 
approach unto him with boldneſs and confidence. 
This became a ſound evidence to me that I was a child 
of God. I told him I muſt have his ſtrength, for I 
could not live without him ; nothing could keep me 
from ſin except I felt the life of Jeſus Chriſt ; and this 
I know, by experience, that I am an unhappy man 
without him: but I ſaid to the Lord Jeſus, if I had him 
I had enough. O thou infinite in ſtore of love, come 
with more power again to my ſoul, and let me feel thy 
_ preſence, for thy preſence is life! O, reader, it is felt 
and enjoyed when his power comes; ſweet 1s the com- 
pany of Jeſus; in his company our lips drop as the 
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| honey-comb; then it may be ſaid, How fair is thy 
love, my ſiſter, my ſpouſe !' And the ſpouſe can anſwer 
her Lord, at ſuch a time as this, that © her beloved is 
| the chiefeſt of ten thouſand; and he can reply, © How 
{ſweet art thou, O love, for delights ;* and when it is 
thus, My brother, or ſiſter, he is come into his 
garden, and feeding on his pleaſant fruits.“ Come, my 
beloved, into the hearts of all thy children, and let us 
live, I beſeech thee; and turn unto us, and make thy 
face to ſhine upon us. How uneaſy am I when I feel 
not thy love, O give me patience to wait thy time ; 
let me not murmur nor complain, but ſtrengthen me 
with all thy might, according to thy glorious power, 
unto all patience and long-ſuffering, with joyfulneſs. 
O Zion, ſeek this thy Lord, and beg of him to open 
thine eyes, to ſee thy intereſt clear in him, and he will 
not ſay thee nay, But thou mayeſt ſay, I have cried to 
him, and he has given me no anſwer. Take this: he 
will regard the prayers of the deſtitute, and not deſpiſe 
thy prayer. Pſalm cii. 179. Now may the Lord com- 
mand his bleſſing, and lead thy feet in the paths of judg- 
ment, for he has ſaid, he will keep the feet of his ſaints, 
but the wicked ſhall be ſhortly ſilent in darkneſs. Pray 
to him to give thee bright clouds, and for patience till 
he does. But to return. 

The trials at the Old Bailey were begun, and we 
were had up to be arraigned at the bar; but there was 
no proſecutor to appear againſt us, as he was gone to 
ſea. O bleſſed be thy name, my Jeſus, that thou didſt 
ſo order this man to go to ſea for my ſake, by which 
means we both got clear, which was not a little joy to 
me, though it had been great grief to my parents. 
However, when I came home, my mother and ſiſter 
were very glad to ſee me, and to think I ſhould have 
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eſcaped from being hanged, which, according to my 
judgment, I ſurely ſhould, if the man had appeared 
againſt me at the Old Bailey, becauſe I was the iden- 
tical perſon who put the piſtol to his head, robbed him, 
and afterwards left him in the mud, Now my maſter, 
to whom I was put apprentice, would no more receive 
me into his houſe, ſince I had done what I did: in 
conſequence of which I was obliged to ſtay at home 
with my parents, and my father agreed with my maſter 
to give him ten pounds for my time, and for him to 
give me my freedom when my time was out. Aſter 
this my father bought me a boat to work in, which 
coſt him four pounds, in order that I might go to 
work and pay the ten pounds, and bring home what I 
earnt to my father to keep me: accordingly I did this 
for a little while, but not all that I got. O ſin, O ſin, 
O ſin! what haſt thou done in this heart of mine, to 
make me uſe my parents as I have? It did not coſt my 
father leſs than twenty pounds while I was in Newgate, 
to the beſt of my remembrance ; but I ſhall forbear to 
tell the reaſon why it coſt him that money, for 
fear of injuring a particular perſon, However, 
I ſoon got into company with bad women again in St. 
Catherine's Lane, by which company I was made 
worſe than I was before. But there is one thing which 
I have omitted, and that 1s this : I happened one night 
to get in company with two men, by which means we 
went into a public houſe in Shoreditch, Now at the 
door, or by the door, there was a woman who fold 
poultry, and as I was coming out I ſtole one of her 
ducks. The woman ſeeing me, called out, and I, to 
eſcape juſtice, ran away: nevertheleſs there was a cry 
of © ſtop thicf,* and the people purſued and ſtopped 
me; yet, as they could not find any thing about me, 
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they let me go; but one of them who were with me 
was caught, and told who it was that was with him 
and as they found out that I was one of them, the 
huſband of the woman got a warrant out againſt me, 
and they came with an officer to my father's houſe to 
take me up. I was at this time fitting in the houſe 
when the officer came in, but made my eſcape out at 
the back door, and got off; but my father entered into 
an agreement to bail me, and it colt him ſome pounds 
before it was made up. Now the woman, who was with 
child at this time, was afterwards brought to bed, and 
the child was marked with a duck upon its forehead, 
but ſoon afterwards died. Here I have great reaſon 
to bleſs my God, and to be thankful to his name; for 
if this child had lived, the people who knew me would 
have ſpoken againſt me all the days of my life; beſides, 
if the child had lived, and ſhould afterwards have known 
who it was that had been the cauſe of marking it thus, 
I ſhould have been an object of its hatred all the days 
of its life; therefore I ſce the goodneſs of God towards 
me in removing it from this world. | 
Now although I had done this, and knew the fad 
conſequence, yet it impreſſed nothing on my mind, fo 
as to prevail with me to leave off my wicked courſe of 
life, but hardened 1 remained like a rock, and ſtill pur- 
ſued wickedneſs with all greedineſs, to embrace its 
allurements and luſt; and from the love I had to one 
woman above all the reſt, I oftentimes could not work, 
becauſe J fain would be in her company. This was at 
the Black Boy and Tankard in St. Catherine's Lane. 
I was between nineteen and twenty years old at that 
time. Here I uſed to play at ſkittles, drinking gin 
with bad women and bad lads like myſelf; dancing and 
ſinging alſo was my delight, yea, and every wicked 
thing 


5 


thing I could do. Here I got in company with ſome 
that went a thieving, and I uſed to go with them for 
the purpole of ſtealing all I could get: ſhoplifting, pri- 
vately ſtealing, and ſtreet robbing, was what I prac- 
tiſed, and I alſo aſſociated with them that went about 
the town to break ſhop-keepers' windows, to ſteal 
handkerchiefs, ſhawls, or any thing we could get; and 
I got in company with ſome that uſed to rob on the 
water, to ſteal the corn out of lighters and barges, and 
malt from wharfs, or any thing we could take alſo in 
this way. | 

After this I got in company with ſome others, and 
then went into the country to rob a man and his wife of 
a conſiderable ſum of money. I was the perſon that 
had the craft to perſuade the man to open his door. 
We by this got in, but one of the family found means 
to get out; and alarmed the neighbours, ſo that we 
were obliged to decamp, and return empty as we came, 
Nevertheleſs it ſo came to paſs, that by an information 
one of them that was with me got hanged; two more 
of them who were with me at this time, for two diffe- 
rent robberies afterwards, alſo ſuffered; and another 
was caſt for death, but was tranſported ; and an in- 
formation was likewife laid againſt me: fo that I and 
another ſet off from London. 

About this time I got the out penſion at the cheſt 
at Chatham; and after this went about the country, 
robbing people of all we could carry away with us 
conveniently, which we ſold as well as we could. As 
for lies, I did not mind how many 1 told of them, 
lo as I could get money to ſupport my wicked ways; 
thus the root of all evil was in my heart, and this co- 
vetouſneſs in man's heart will cauſe him to he and to 
wear, to e and to diſſemble, to go a good way 
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in religion apparently, not that I knew any thing of 
religion then; hut what I have ſeen ſince, that they will 
pray ir private and in public, fing hymns and pfalms, 
converſe religiouſly, go in company with the ſaints; ſpeak 
as they ſpeak, but behind their backs, with their enemies, 
ſpeak againſt them, or ſwear againſt them, if any advan- 
tage they think would ariſe therefrom. This fin will ſpeak 
wel! ot a n:iniſter, of his abilities, of his character; be 
zealous to vindicate his cauſe, ſpeak in behalf either of 
law or goſpel, or of a congregation, and hold any error, 
and contend for it. O fin of covetouſneſs, what wilt 
thou not do! for if covetouſneſs be the root of all evil, 
(1 im. vi. 10) then I do believe, from my heart, that 
all evil that may be committed may be produced from 
it. But thou, O man of God, flze covetouineſs, and 
follow after righteouſneſs, for the increaſe of faith, of 
love, and of every good work.“ But methinks there is 
a day cloſe at hand that will purge theſe, and the fooliſh 
virgins allo, The focliſh and the wiſe ſeem to abide 
together; the one ſeems to me to be equal with the 
other, and many of the wiſe do not diſcern the fooliſh 
among them. There be many managers of chapels and 
meetings, and miniſters, and people alſo, who in my 
opinion, though reccived into the ſaints' boſoms, are 
nothing but fooliſh virgins. _ 

Now I will give you my judgment concerning theſe 
foolith virgins, according to iny obſervation. I have 
been before now cailed to ſpeak the word of the living 
God, and the word of the living God! have ſpoken; and 
have taken notice of ſume of them, who have, I believe, 
thought themſelves ſaints, if J have ſpoken of the law, 
that it made me to ſee and feel my ſin when God firſt 
wrought upon me, or of the bondage of the law, I have 
ſeen no Change in their countenances ; if I have ſpoken 
of the change of the heart towards God, it has been the 
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ſame. Again, if I have ſpoken of the plague of my 
heart, and the conflicts within, I have obſerved no al- 
teration. Obſerve, reader, I ſpeak of fooliſh virgins 
only, not of rank hypocrites, for they will endeavour to 
turn any way ſor gain, or for ſelf-admiration; not 
that theſe fooliſh virgins are without hypocriſy, or with- 
out covetouſneſs, which makes an hypocrite; but theſe 
are they that endeavour to be ſaved, but yet without 
knowledge of the ir ſinful ſtate, therefore they labour in 
the dark, and there is no judgment in their goings. 
Likewiſe it I have ſpoken how the Lord ſet me at 
liberty from bondage, from the power of the enemy, 
from blaſpheming thoughts, how peace was brought 
into my heart, and how ſweet I felt the love of God in 
my ſoul, or how I could praiſe God for his goodneſs, or 
what love I felt to the children of God, I have ſeen no 
change in their countenances, except it were lightneſs. If 
I have ſpoken of the trial ot faith, which brings forth the 
real experience of true faith, and comes through tempta- 
tions, of perſecutions, of reviling for the truth's fake, there 
has been no ſavoury impreſſions made on them, as if it 
came home with power; I have ſeen no tears come from 
their eyes, as if tney wept for the wretchedneſs of their 
own hearts, or for joy of ſome promiſe coming home 
to their ſouls, nor yet cheerful for the heavenly tidings, 
nor yet in deſpair, as if they felt their bones were dry, 
and their hope loſt, and that they were cut off for their 
parts. Ezekiel xxxvii. 11. Theſe feel no hungerings 
nor thirſtings after Jeſus Chriſt, from a felt want of 
him. Again, I have been in their company, and diſ- 
courſed of the eternal work of the Spirit upon man's 
heart, on purpoſe, if poſſible, to draw ſomething out of 
their mouths ; but, alas! they could ſay nothing of the 
Spirit's work upon their own heart: they would juſtify 
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power of Jeſus, I do not hear them talk or mourn for 


1 
what I ſaid from ſcripture and from comments, and 
could talk of the manifeſtations of the Spirit, of the 
plague of the heart, of fore temptations, of doctrine, 
yea more ſo than ſome of God's children; they would 
be ſtrict in duties, ſuch as hearing the word; ſit before 
you as if they were God's people; keep company with 
the ſaints; talk as if they were people enlightened 
ſpeak highly of a miniſter; caſt alſo, now and then, 
into the treaſury ; go, poſlibly, to viſit the ſick ; read 
the ſcriptures; depart from falſe doctrines, in ſome 
meaſure, through the light of the goſpel; contend 
againſt falſe doctrines, and plead for truth, not for the 
love of it, as from the experimental experience of it. 
You do not hear ſuch complain of their groans from an 
afflicted heart; if this were the caſe, you would find 
union and communion with them, You do not hear 
them ſay, O my brother, or my ſiſter, I was pouring 
out my ſoul unto the Lord under great diſtreſs of mind, 
and all at once he ſhined upon it; the darkneſs then was 
paſt, and the true light ſhined : here I ſaw I was a child 
of God, and an heir of his kingdom; and O what tranſ- 
porting joys did I feel, and what a delight I had in 
prayer and in praiſing of God! How ſweet was the 
company of God's children ! O what precious things 
I ſaw in the ſcriptures that delighted my ſoul, ſo that 
the world ſeemed no more to me then the ſnuff of a 
candle | The company of my old companions, whom 
I formerly delighted in, now I lothe. O how unſavory 
are they to me! and thoſe I once hated, O how I 
love! eſpecially thoſe who love the Lord exceedingly.” 
But I affirm you do not hear them ſay a word about 
this, which ſhews they are not taught of God, for they 
know not the plague of their own heart, nor of the 
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the abſence of Jeſus, or the loſs of his ſweet preſence ; 
neither ſaying or crying, O that my beloved would 
come again! O that I had not ſinned to cauſe his 
abſence ! I now go mourning without the light of the 
ſun, O my Saviour, return and come, and fill me with 
thy love; for thou knowelt I cannot hve without thy 
power. Sin overcomes me, then Satan condemns me; 
and I often am looking at fin, inſtead of looking at thee, 
O keep my evidences clear. and come with freſh ma- 
nifeſtations of thy love!] O help me to live by faith, to 
draw my comforts by faith! O help me to fight againſt 
ſin by faith! O my God, thou knoweſt I would not 
mind what I ſuffered if thou wouldeſt but give me 
ſtrength, ſo that I were but kept from fin! O fin, thou 
art my poiſon! but Jeſus, thou canſt take the poiſon 
away. Blow, O north wind, and come thou ſouth, 
that my beloved may come into his garden, for if 
thou bloweſt the ſpices will flow out.” 

Reader, believe me, I write now what I feel myſelf 
the want of, and what I cannot live without; but as 
for theſe fooliſh virgins, they know not the abſence of 
Jeſus, becauſe they never had him in poſſeſſion: they 
know not the huſband nor the ſpouſe; they know us 
not, becauſe they knew him not.” 1 John in. 1. But it 
may be ſaid, how do you know that theſe are the fool- 
iſn virgins? I anſwer, firſt, that they are not wiſe, 
becauſe their hope 1s neither in law nor golpel, as it 
might be ſaid from the Lord; but, for the opening of 
this more clearly, I will go to the word of God, in 
Matt. xxv. 1. It is there ſaid, © Then ſhall the king- 
dom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took 
their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom.” 
The word © then' doth ſhew a connection with the 


former chapter, and means * that time; and the words 
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© that time' ſhews ſomething that ſhall be done at that 
time. This is the ſignification: it is the Son of man 
coming in his kingdom, in the clouds of heaven; not 
perſonally, as he will when the laſt trump ſhall ſound, 
for then indeed the Lord ſhall himſelf deſcend from 
heaven above, with the ſound of the trump, and the 
dead in Chriſt ſhall be raiſed incorruptible; 1 Theſſ. iv. 
16. See alſo the Acts of the Apoſtles, i. 11. But this 
time that I am ſpeaking of, is the time that the goſpel 
ſhall begin to be preached in its greateft purity, and 
this will be the time that Michael ſhall ſtand up, 
the great prince which ſtandeth,” ſaith he to Daniel, 
© for thy people,” or for the children of thy people; 
© and there ſhall be a time of trouble, ſuch as there never 
was ſince there was a nation, even to that ſame time; 
and at that time,“ faith he, © ſhall thy people be 
delivered, all that ſhall be found written in the book,” 
that is, in the book of life. This is Jeſus Chriſt that 
ſhall ſtand up, and ſhew himſelf ſtrong in behalf of his 
people. The time is at hand, my brethren; the Lord 
ſhall ſoon roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from 
Jeruſalem, and the heavens and the earth ſhall ſhake : 
but the Lord will be the hope of his people, and the 
ſtrength of the children of Iſrael.” Joel iii. 16. God 
will ſoon roar out of Sion, which means his church, by 
his miniſters, againſt every falſe biſhop, againſt every 
falſe miniſter, whether in the Roman Catholic church, 
or in church of the image of the beaſt, which, in my 
judgment, is the church of England, and againſt every 
one that is falſe, whether in chapel or meeting, who 
holds or ſets forth the commandments of men, and this 
will be for the controverſies of Zion. —* Now when 
this ſhall come to paſs, then ſhall appear the ſign of the 
Son of man in heaven, and then ſhall all the tribes 
| of 
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of the earth,“ that have to do with earthly wiſdom, 
© mourn; and they ſhall ſee the Son of man coming in 
the clouds of heaven,” which means his miniſters, with 
power and great glory.“ Matt. xxiv. 30. Thus wit- 
neſſes for the truth (Heb. xii, 1) are called clouds; 
falſe witneſſes alſo are called clouds, (2 Peter ii. 17) 
and clouds without water (Jude i. 12), that is, without 
grace. This will be the time that God will purge all 
hypocrites from his church, and then ſhall there be 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth (Matt. xiii. 41, 42), 
© for the Son of man ſhall ſend forth his angels, mean- 
ing his miniſters, © and they ſhall gather out of his 
kingdom all things that offend, and them that do 
iniquity, and ſhall caſt them into a furnace of fire : 
there ſhall,” in the furnace, © be wailing and gnaſhing 
of teeth.” Then ſhall the righteous ſhine, when the 
wicked are purged. See Matt, xiii. 43.' Now Juſt 
before this comes to paſs, and when this is coming to pals, 
then, ' or at that time, © ſhall the kingdom of heaven be 
likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps and went 
forth to meet the Bridegroom.” I do believe, according 
to my judgment, that there is at this time as many 
fooliſh virgins in the church as there are wiſe; and this I 
believe cometh to paſs through miniſters adhering to 
men, and not to God, Theſe fooliſh ones are virgins 
made of men, and not of God. The daughter of 
Babylon is called a virgin, as it is written, Come 
down and fit in the duſt, O virgin daughter of Baby- 
lon,” (Ifaiah xIvii. 1); but none can ſay from the au- 
thority of God that ſhe is a pure virgin of Chriſt, for 
ſhe is begotten of men. I ſhall not at this time enter 
into the whole particulars of thoſe verſes that relate to 
the fooliſh virgins and the wiſe, but to ſome things 
relating to their lamps, which will be found to be 
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not the light of God; for it is ſaid their lamps go 
out. | 

God, my father in heaven, revealed this to me one 
morning, that the lamps of the fooliſh virgins were 
neither the lamp of the law, nor the lamp of ſalvation 
(Ifaiah Ixii. 1), nor yet the light of the lamp of fal- 
vation, in their heads. Now for the firſt; the law 
never ſhewed any ſinful man, by the light of it, that 
he ever ſhould be ſaved by it, unleſs he could give 
perfect obedience to all its demands; and then, were 
the Lord to ſhew him what the demands were, he 
would find himſelf a tranſgreſſor already, and yet, if it 
were poſſible he could hereafter keep it entire, he 
being a tranſgreſſor of the law before, it would ſay ſtill, 
Pay me what thou oweſt, for curſed is every one that 
abideth not in all things which the law commandeth, ſo 
to do' (Gal. iii. 10), © and he that offendeth in one 
point is guilty of all.? James it. 10. Suppoſe I were 
to take an houſe of any perſon, agreeing to give him 
ten pounds a year for it, but for the firſt year I omit 
paying my creditor, and let that remain upon the book, 
yet for ten years after I pay all that is due, year by 
year; now obſerve, would paying thoſe ten years, year 
by year, pay the old debt? would it blot out of the 
book the firſt year that was owing? By no means. So 
faith the law, He will in no wiſe ſpare the guilty.” 
The law never ſhewed a ſinner yet that he can be ſaved 
by it, becauſe it proves to him that he himſelf is a 
tranſgreſſor. Yet obſerve, the law commands obe- 
dience, and condemns for diſobedience. 

Now again, as the law never gave light to a ſinner, 
to ſhew him that he ſhould be ſaved by it, becauſe he 
himſelf is a tranſgreſſor of it; in conſequence it could 
not be the lamp of the law, which theſe fooliſh virgins 
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had, that went out: the light of the law can never go 
out, When the heaven and the earth are paſſed 
away, and he himſelf is judged by it, and condemned 
by it, that condemnation ſhall lay upon his conſcience 
through all eternity; it ſhall never be revoked; it ſhall 
ſtand impregnable. The law ſheweth the demands 
of it to a man that heareth it, and ſheweth condem- 
nation for diſobedience of it ; and this 1s light to com- 
prehend it ; but there is no light given to man, either 
from law or goſpel, that goeth out, but it is an obe- 
dience to a rule which a man imagines right, which, 
when tried by the word to his own ſoul, he will find it 
not to be the light of the goſpel ; therefore the light is 
falſe, and goeth out: it cannot be the goſpel, for 
that faith, he that followeth me, ſhall not walk in 
darkneſs, but ſhall have the light of life.” John vin, 
12. Beſides, this light never goeth out, as it is written, 
Thy ſun ſhall no more go down, neither ſhall thy 
moon withdraw itſelf; for the Lord ſhall be unto thee 
an everlaſting light, and the days of thy mourning ſhall 
be ended.“ Iſaiah lx. 20, 

And again, a man who hath the light of the goſpel 
in his underſtanding only, will find that it never an- 
ſwered for him by his underſtanding it, thar by his 
judgment of it he ſhould be ſaved, Whatever falſe 
notions a man hath, or thinks he hath, God's goſpel 
never ſhewed him the leaſt ray of light to expect ſalva- 
tion by it, | 

Now the next thing is to know how this light is to 
be diſcovered to be a falſe light. In Matt. xxv. 6, it 
is written, © And at midnight there was a cry made, 
behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet 
him.” Midnight is twelve o'clock at night, which 1s 


the depth of the night; this is the literal meaning: 
| but 
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but the compariſon drawn from it is another thing ; 


and it ſhews the depth of error, of darkneſs, and con- 


fuſion, both in profeſſors and profane; and I do believe, 
according to my judgment, that this time we are now 
in is the time that that midnight repreſents, which I 
ſhall endeavour to ſhew in another book, if not in this 
before I have finiſhed it. But it is ſaid, © At midnight 
there was a cry made, behold, the bridegroom cometh.” 
Now that cry being made, © behold the bridegroom 
cometh,” ſheweth, that there will be one or more out 
of the church who will have it revealed to him, or them, 
that Chriſt is coming to cleanſe his ſanfiuary from error 
(Daniel viii. 14), to avenge their cauſe, as it is written, 
© Shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day 
and night unto him, though he bear long with them? 
I tell you that he will avenge them ſpeedily.” Yet 
mark the following words: © Nevertheleſs, when the 
Son of man cometh, ſhall he find faith on the earth ?” 
Luke xvii. 8. He doth not ſay, that he ſhall not 
find faith upon the earth; but he ſays, when the Son of 
man cometh, ſhall he find faith upon the earth ? Out 
of the multitudes, who at this day profeſs they have faith, 
ſhall he find that they have a true faith; nay, he ſhall 
not find above one half of them. Even among the 
wiſe, who are called by them who are wiſe to be be- 
levers, even half of the church, who are ſaid to be 
Chriſt's church, I believe have not a true faith; and 
this I ſhall prove before I leave the ſubject, if my God 
and Saviour will give me grace, that half of them who 

are called Chriſt's church are theſe fooliſh virgins, 
Now again, that there will be ſome true faith when 
Chriſt cometh, is plainly proved from Matt. xxv. for 
when the midnight cry is made, we find the fooliſh will 
ſay to the wiſe, © Give us of your oil, for our lamps are 
gone 
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gone out.“ Now as ſome are called wiſe among them, 
it is a plain proof that they have got faith; for the 
wiſe in heart ſhall be called prudent; and that they 
have faith is alſo evident by having oil in their veſſels, 
Their veſſels ſignify the heart, the oil that is in them 
ſignifies grace; now there is no ſaving grace given to 
man without faith, as it is written, © By grace ye are 
ſaved, through faith.” Eph. ii. 8. So then, when 
Chriſt cometh there will be ſome true faith; yet there 
are many errors among the true believers, which I kave 
felt to my grief and ſorrow of heart; but it would take 
me too long to dwell upon all theſe things, ſeeing 
I am about writing my life and converſion. Now I do. 
believe, when this midnight cry is made, when it is 
ſaid, © Behold the bridegroom cometh,” it will be a very 
heart- ſearching miniſtry. By the words, © behold he 
cometh,” is ſhewn that ſomething is ſet forth to view, 
ſomethipg as a demonltration or proof that it is ſo; 
and that the miniſtry is attended with power 1s evident 
on account of the wiſe and fooliſh being awakened: 
together, for it is ſaid, © while the bridegroom tarried 
they all ſlumbered and ſlept; but by this midnight cry 
they riſe and trim their lamps ; this proves that they are 
in church connection by their riſing together and ttim- 
ming their lamps, and thews that thele fooliſh virgins 
alſo are profeſſors of the goſpel, not from an heart 
knowledge of it, but by underſtanding it, keeping 
the external ordinances of it, and ſpeaking and de- 
fending the truth of it, in ſome meaſure. That theſe be 
profeſſors of it in the way I ſpeak, is plainly proved by 
their being awakened at the cry, ſo as to ariſe to meet 
the bridegroom. When this cometh to pals, that the 
wiſe and the fooliſh are awakened, and the fooliſh ſhall 
ſay, Our lamps are gone out,“ it will be the time that 
© Michael 
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© Michacl ſhall ſtand up, the great prince, who will 
ſhow himſelf ſtrong in the behalf of his people; © then 
many that ſleep in the duſt of the earth ſhall awake, 
ſome to everlaſting life, and ſome to ſhame and ever- 
laſting. contempt.” Daniel xii. 3. It is ſaid, while the 
bridegroom tarried, that both the wiſe and the fooliſh 
all ſlumbered and ſlept. Now, pray, what do they ſleep 
in? Why, in the duſt of the earth. . It is further faid, 
that duſt ſhall be the ſerpent's meat, ( Iſaiah Ixv, laſt 
verſe): we cannot however think that the devil can be 
ſatisfied with the natural duſt of the ground; no, no, 
It is ſin againſt God that is his meat. Again, it is ſaid 
to Zion, Awake, awake, put on thy ſtrength.” (Iſaiah 
hii. 1). And in the ſecond verſe, © Shake thyſelf from 
the duſt, ariſe, and fit down; looſe thyſelf from the 
bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion.“ 
Thus Zion, the church, is exhorted to ſhake herſelf 
from the duſt of the earth. To be ſhort, it meaneth 
nothing but ſin. But again it is ſazd that all thoſe 
virgins aroſe and trimmed their lamps. By the mi- 
niſtry of the word being preached, they were awaken- 
ed to find they were living not to God according to 
his word, or will find it ſo. Now as for trimming 
their lamps, it is ſpoken in a figure. Ye know what 
trimming a lamp is, but ye are to underſtand that it is 
a lamp without oil; and this was, or will be, the reaſon 
why this lamp will go out. No grace will attend this 
lamp, becauſe it was not the light of God. But now 
what might this lamp be, think ye? I] have proved it 
is not the light of the law, nor yet of the goſpel; now 
I will, by the help of God, give you my judgment upon 
it. It is alight taken, which they ſuppoſe to be true, 
from a rule which has been laid down by men, to 
which if they act conliſtently, they think they are chil- 
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dren of God, ſuch as they imagine the ſcripture allows 
of. Now for the firſt, I think that many have been 
taken in by the diſſenting academies, from the recom- 
mendation of ſome manager or ſupporter of the place, 
for ſtudents, whe from that recommendation have been 
but {lightly ſearched into, and ſo paſſed, fearing to 
retuſe their bene factor his requeſt. Now theſe perſons, 
who have been taken in, may have been taught Latin, 
Greek, and Hebrew, and many ſciences; may have read 
and ſtudied ſound authors of ſermons and comments on 
the bible; and having the holy bible alſo to ſearch the 
meaning of at their pleaſure, and the Lord has by 
ſearching given them to underſtand the doctrines con- 
tained in them, although he has not appointed many of 
them to preach, yea none of them that know not the 
truth as it is in Jeſus; for © the huſbandman that la- 
boureth muſt firſt be partaker cf the fruits' (2 Tim. ii. 
6), and he that laboureth muſt firſt know Jeſus Chriſt 
for himſelf, and bring forth the fruits of the Goſpel by 
knowing him; for without me, ſays Jeſus, © ye can 
do nothing.” John xv. Now theſe ſtudents that [ 
ſpeak of are learned, in their judgments, 1a the know- 
ledge of the firſt principles of the oracles of God, of 
the doctrines of baptiſm, of the reſurrection from the 
dead, and of eternal judgment; not heart-felt expe- 
rience of theſe doctrines, but in their judgments, You 
may hear them ſpeak of the fall of man from a ſtate of 
innocency, and how corrupt a man is, that is, after they 
have learned theſe doctrines, and have been ſent out to 
preach the word; and how a man can never be ſaved by 
his own works, although he ſhould faſt and pray, and 
pay every one their own, and go to church, and ſuch 
like; and again, that a man cannot be ſaved by his 
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God, but every one that feareth him is accepted of 
him: all this is very true. Again, that a man hath no 
power to come to Chriſt; that he is like a dead man; 
that he hath no power to call upon his name, being 
deſtitute of the ſpirit; no power to hear the word of 
life; that he muſt be convinced by the ſpirit of God, 
of ſin, of righteouſneſs, and of judgment; that he muſt 
ſee his own righteoulneſs as filthy rags, ſo as to re- 
nounce it, and make no dependence ſhort of Chriſt; 
that the ſpirit of God muſt lead him to this: that he 
mult flee to Jefus Chriſt for peace, in and through his 
merits; and that if a man finds not fafety in Jeſus, he 
cannot be ſaved; and again, he that liveth and dieth 
without a true knowledge of Jeſus muſt periſh, and 
that he will be raiſed up again at the laſt day in his own 
body, and then receive the ſentence of death, and ſhall 
hear the Judge ſay, © Go, ye curſed, into everlaſting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels, which 
meaneth his miniſters. All this, and much more, will 
ſome of them preach, who never knew Jeſus Chriſt for 
themſelves ; theſe will be ſtrict in keeping the ſabbath, 
and contend againſt them that do nor; theſe keep com- 
pany with the ſaints, and ſome of the faints not diſ- 
cerning them, will ſpeak highly in their favour ; theſe 
will ſpeak well of good men that are dead, will extol 
their books, their comments: this is the thing that 
blinds the children of God's eyes, and cauſes them to 
ſpeak weil of them. Likewiſe theſe fooliſh ones will 
ſpeak againſt known evils, and abſtain from every 
known outward evil, as much as they can, at times; 
by all chis they are led to think they are the children of 
God. But are they ſo becauſe they think ſo, and 
becauſe God's children have given them the right hand 
of fellowſhip? By no means; for theſe never knew 
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themſelves, nor Jeſus Chriſt, in the power of the 
goſpel. Now theſe are they which give an offence to 
God's diſcerning people, who go for food and cannot 
find any ; yea again, thoſe who feel the need of a Sa- 
viour, that are ſtruggling with corruption and ſore 
temptation, go to hear thoſe men, thinking they be 
God's miniſters, and ſhall find ſome relief; but, alas! 
they cannot find any, that is, they cannot find any 
power come from them to bring peace to their trou- 
bled fouls: theſe be the poor and needy, that ſeek 
water and cannot find any, whoſe tongues fail in calling 
upon God, becauſe they cannot get that which they 
ſtand in need of; but God ſays, © I the Lord will hear 
them; I the God of Iſracl will not forſake them.” 
Ifaiah xli. 17. Therefore “ fear not, little flock,” for he 
will come and fave thee, and give thee paſtors accord- 
ing to his own heart, which ſhall feed thee with whole- 
ſome food, ſuch as thy foul loveth, which ſhall make 
thy bones fat. Now theſe fooliſh virgins, being en- 
lightened into the truth, as they imagine, depart from 
holding many pollutions of this world, therefore they 
take the promiſes to themſelves, and judge themſelves 
true believers; but is not this a falſe light? Did ever 
God ſhew them, from any ſcripture, that they were 
children of God, becauſe they did ſuch rhings, or be- 
cauſe they underſtood ſuch things, as i have been ſpeak- 
ing of, or becauſe ſome of the ſaints, who were weak, 
did allow them to be true believers? By no means: 
this is their lamp which ſhali go out; this is the devil 
that gives them to underſtand that the promiſes ſpeak 
to them; and this is the light which ſhall he nd to be 
not the light of God, in the day of the Son ot man being 
revealed in the clouds of heaven, © and then ſhall the 
tribes of the carth mourn, and ſhall ſee the ſon of man 
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coming in the clouds of heaven, with power and with 
great glory; and then ſhall he ſend out his miniſters 
with a great ſound of a trumpet, and ſhall gather toge- 
ther his ele& from the four winds.” Matt. xxiv. 30, 
31. Again, there he many managers of meetings and 
| Chapels, and thoſe called deacons alſo, which will be 
found not to be true believers, who think, becauſe they 
grow in knowledge in the head, that they are growing 
in grace; but I muſt forbear going any further, and 
return to go on with my life and converſion. 

Now the laſt thing that I was ſpeaking of, was going 
about the country ſhoplifting and privately ſtealing z 
and, after ſome weeks, I and the other returned to 
London, and then went and got money upon my pen- 
ſion ticket, which was between three and four pounds; 
after which I went along with bad women till ſuch time 
as it was all ſpent, and then went out to rob again. 
Now, one night, it ſo happened that I and two more 
agreed to go down on board of the Calcutta Eaſt India- 
man; ſo we ſet off, and rowed down; and, as we rowed 
down, one Ramſay, who was a ſurveyor, I think, in the 
cuſtom -houſe, boarded us, he being at the ſame time in 
an eight-oared galley ; but as he could find nothing to 
hurt us, he left us, and ſo we rowed down on board of 
this Eaſt Indiaman; and, when we came an board, we 
could not get into the cabin, where we wanted to enter, 
to rob the man that had the care of the ſhip; but we 
found a copper ſtil! in the ſhip, and took that, ſuch as 
they diſtil ſalt water into freſh ; this we took into the 
boat: it might have ferched us about forty or fifty 
ſhillings, if we had fold it; but as we ſhoved off the 
boar from the ſhip, intending to row down towards 
Greenwich, the tide was running up, and a rope being 
faſt from another Eaſt Indiaman to a cuſtom- houſe 
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officer's head boat, it juſt touched our ſtern, and gave 
our boat's head a cant round with the tide, which now 
was running up towards London. 

Now this ſaid Ramſay, who boarded us in Li mehouſe 
Reach when we were coming down to rob the ſhip, 
laid aſtera of an homeward-bound Eait Ind:aman in 
his galley with his men, and as he found a boat coming 
paſt him, they ſhoved off their boat and boarded us. 
There were in their galley two, if not three, that knew 
me, and I think knew us ail, and what we were; ac- 
cordingly they ſearched the boat which we were in, 
found this copper ſtill, and wanted to know where we 
got it, Now, in order that they might let us go, we 
forged a lie, and ſaid rhe ſhipkeeper gave it us, to 
carry on ſhore to fell, I endeavoured to make my 
eſcape, but could not: then the man who was the ſhip- 
keeper was brought from the ſhip, and they put us 
into Deptford watch houſe along with him, becauſe we 
had ſaid that it was he that gave us this copper ſtill: 
thus the poor man was wrongfully uſed through my 
wickedneſs. Now as the conſtable heard what wicked 
people we were, he came at night with body irons to 
put on us, for fear we ſhould break out of the place; 
but I inſiſted I would not be body ironed by him: he 
then preſented a piſtol to me, and told me he would 
ſhoot me if I did not comply with his requeſt; but I 
was ſo hardened at that time that I think I ſwore ter- 
ribly, and told him he might ſhoot if he liked, for I 
would not. Sa then he endeavoured to do it by force, 
and he got ſome more to help him; and he, in en- 
deavouring ſo to do, tore my things. Now the man 
who kept the public houſe cloſe to Deptford watch + 
houſe being with the conſtable, perſuaded me with eaſy 


words to be conformable to the conſtable's will; fo 
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accordingly I conſented to him, and they put the body 
irons on us, and locked us up. 

1 hc next day, I think it was, we were carried be- 
fore the juſtice, to be examined for this fault. Now 
before the juſtice, upon the examination, I wanted to 
clear one of thein that was concerned in the robbery 
with me, but could not, although I told him many hes 
for that purpoſe; but the ſhipkeeper I was able to 
clear, by ſaying it was not the man who gave us the 
copper ſtill, ſo he was acquitted, Poor man, how 
wrongfully waſt thou uſed to be put in priſon, or a watch- 
houſe, for that which thou knowedſt not of. O my 
ſoul, what a ſinner muſt thou have been to have done 
ſuch things before the Lord! The Lord knows the 
fecling ſhame | have to myſclf, while I am writing this. 
O m/ God, I am aſhamed of my wickedneſs! but this 
fulfi's a {crij ture to my own ſoul, after God has par- 
doned his people; © Then ſtall ye remember your own 
evil ways which were not good, and loath your own-. 
ſelves in your own fight for all your evil doings," 
Ezekiel xxxvi. 31. 

But, to let you know, I was very wicked before the 
Juſtice, and, to the beſt of my remembrance, I threat- 
ened Ramſay, who was the man that took ns up, if I 
got clear I would take away his life, or after the tenor 
of thoſe words. So the juſtice committed me and the 
other two to Maidſtone ga-, to take our trials at the 
next aſſizes, which were very near {ix months to come. 
We were carried therefore from Deptford, all three of 
us, body ironed, in a poſi- chaiſe, to Maidſtone, and ar- 
rived there that day, where we were received by the 
gaoler, and put in priſon, and double irons were put on 
one of my legs, and the ſame upon each one of theirs. 
Here I got acquainted with ſome of the worlt of cha- 
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rafters in the gaol, to do that which was very wrong, 
and this is one of thoſe wrong practices: when any 
priſoner came into the gaol for any crime, and had no 
money to pay the garniſh with, or had no friends to 
ſend him any in the courſe of a few days, then if he had 
any coat, waiſtcoat, or ſhirt, that was good for any 
thing, if the coat would fetch enough for the garniſh, 
we would take no more for that, but if not, then we 
uſed to take ſomething elſe, ſo that the garniſh ſhould 
be made up. Now it was not only this deed that was 
done by us, but, after we had taken the garniſh by 
ſtripping, then we would ſtrip the man more of his 
things for the ward dues, yea, even if it was winter- 
time. O wicked! O wicked! | 

Now if any one ſhould lay hold of this book, and read 
the account here given, who has been guilty of ſuch 
things, tremble at it, O you finner, and turn from your 
wicked ways, leſt God ſhould cut you off in ſuch fin, 
and then you thould receive the reward of eternal dam- 
nation! O how abominable are thoſe things unto me 
now! O fin, thou art found out to be exceeding ſinful 
by him that is now writing againſt it. Conſider this, 
ye that forget God, left he tear ye to pieces, and there 
be none that can deliver out of his hand. Pſalm J. 23. 
Bleſſed be the name of the Lord for ever and ever, 
who has delivered me from the loweſt hell. 

After we had been a little while in gaol, I became to 
know the want of the neceflaries of life very much 
indeed, for three halfpenny worth of bread and one 
quart of ſmall beer a day was but very little to ſupport 
nature. This led me to ſell all the things that I had 
upon me for food, and to get old things in their room. 
In the mean while I uſed to fend letters to my mother, 
begging and entreating her to ſend me ſome money; 
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but I had uſed her ſo ill, that ſhe was almoſt weary of 
ine; and I think I was in gaol ſeven or eight weeks 
before I prevailed on her to ſend me ſome money. 
At laſt ſhe ſent me ſome, which was a great help to 
me, and ſent me ſome things alſo. 

Now a little before the trials came on I was taken 
very ill with the fever, and was obliged to go into the 
hoſpital ; but yet this took no effect upon my mind; 
J was ſtill hardened. My mother at this time being 
very kind to me, ſent me half a guinea and ſome clothes, 
Juſt before the judge came into the town, which was 
much help to me. Now I came into gaol in the year 
1785, in the month of September, and was tranſported 
on the 15th day of March, in the year 1786, to go 
over the high ſeas, or any other part of his Majeſty's 
dominion, for the term of ſeven years. I was, I think, 
in my twenty-ſccond year when I was caſt for tranſ- 
portation. 

Previous to the day of my trial I got a deal better of 
the fever; and when we went to be arraigned at the 
bar, the bill was read over before us by the clerk of the 
arraigns, wherein was not only the* robbery proved 
agaiuſt us that we were guilty of, but we were charged 
with divers other robberies. The clerk of the arraigns 
ſaid, Are ye guilty or not guilty ? We ſaid, Not guilty, 
which was a great lie; but we were perſuaded to ſay fo 
by the keeper of the gaol, which is very wrong indeed, 
Now the copper ſtill was brought forth and ſworn to: 
the witneſſes ſwore we were the . perſons that they found 
the property with, and ſome things which were not 
true. Now I had a counſcllor who ſpoke a few words; 
but the judge bid him to hold his peace; fo, I think, 
he ſaid no more, for thoſe words being read in the bill, 
that we were guilty of divers other robberies, made 

both 
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both the Judge and jury bring us in guilty ; and fo they 


brought us in guilty, and we were ſentenced to tranſ- 
portation for ſeven years; and I being very wicked, 
ſwore very much indeed, becauſe I was to be tranſ- 
ported. 

Now every man that is to be tranſported, or reſpited 
from death, is allowed at Maidſtone gaol half a crown 
a week, beſides his allowance of bread and table beer, 
or {mall beer, which ever you pleaſe to call it, as long 
as he abides in the gaol; and I being a tranſport was 
allowed this alſo, ſo that with this and what my mother 
uſed to ſend me, I had, I ſhould think, about five 
ſhillings, or five ſhillings and ſixpence, a week all the 
year round, beſides my bread and ſmall beer. Now 
after a little while I begun to take to drinking very 
much indeed, ſuch as ſtrong beer; this we had liberty 
to have brought into the gaol. In this ſituation [ 
uſed to ſing and get drunk, and uſed to be the leader 
of others that had any money to get drunk alſo. Now 
about four or five pints of this beer would make me 
drunk, for, being ſhut up in this priſon from exerciſe 
and from the open air, it would ſoon take an effect of 
my mind. I went on for ſome time in this way; at 
laſt I was taken very ill indeed with a fever, and was 
put into the hoſpital for 1t; and one night, while I 
was ill I was taken with a very violent pain in my 
ſide. This made me begin to be fearful of my ſtate, 
and J was alarmed exceedingly. Now I had by me 
a prayer book, which my mother had ſent from Lon- 
don to me ; this book I got a man to read for me that 
lay by me; ſo he read the viſitation of the ſick, in 
order to paciſy my conſcience, yet I do not remember 
that this had much effe in ſtopping the alarm that 


was upon my ſoul, for my ſoul was excecding fearful 
of 
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of dying in the ſtate that I was in, and the terror of 
God was upon my ſoul, as I thought if I died in that 
ſtate, that where God. is there l never ſhould come; 
nevertheleſs, as my pain abated, my fear abated, and 
the doctor ſent me ſome medicine, which, by the help 
of God, did me much good. Now at this time I had 
a remptation come upon me very ſtrong to cut my. 
throat, which made me very uneaſy ; and this tempta- 
tion uſed to come upon me moſt when the reſt of the 
people were laid down to ſleep. Now I had a mind 
to tell the man who lay by me of the temptation 
wherewich I was tempted, but I was afraid, for fear he 
would have gone and told the other priſoners of it, and 
then I was afraid, that they would begin to make a 
mock of me; and I have reaſon to thank God that he. 
did not permit me fo to do, for I really believe they 
wouid, if they bad known it. 

Now every night, almoſt, that I was in this hoſpital 
'T uſed to read the prayers in the common-prayer book, 
with much eagerneſs and ſincerity of mind, to prevail 
with God for mercy, and to deliver me from doing this 
evil which I was tempted to do. But notwithſtanding 
I prayed ſo at night, yet in the day time I would go on 
very badly indeed, which uſed to make the man who 
lay by me declare that J was a very wicked fellow, 
becauſe I uſed to appear ſo fincere at night, and yet in 
the day time I went on as bad almoſt as any one in the 
gaol, if not worſe ; therefore my religion was only of 
fear. It is true that it was God that alarmed me; for 
I remember a time that I was ill once, and had no 
more fear of God than a wild beaſt of the field : thus 
I conclude that this was of God. I ſpeak now of the 
terror of God, not of the temptation, for that was of 
the devil, But now, as I got better, I left off my 


prayer- 
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ptayer- book, eſpecially as the temptation left me, that i3 
for a while. Yet I have omitted to relate one thing I uſed 
to do before I was taken ill with this fever, and that was 
this: As I could read a little, although I could not 
ſpell any thing hardly without a book, yet I uſed to go 
down the dungeon ſtairs and read the Pſalms which 
are in the prayer-book, and uſed to feel ſuch a love for 
them, and ſuch a weeping over them, as I cannot ex- 
' preſs, which was uſeful at times to mortify ſome Juſt ; 
and this | really believe was of God alſo, as it might 
or was ſaid of Samſon, that * the Spirit of the Lord 
began to move him at times in the camp of Dan, 
between Zorah and Eſhtaol.“ Judges, xiii. 25. but 
to proceed, 

After I came out of this illneſs, and came into the 
ward that I belonged to, I went on greedily after ſin 
as uſual, both night and day. Now I remember one 
day I was playing at a game called fives, and I knew 
very little how to play, ſo that the man who was play- 
ing with me could beat me with eaſe, This provoked 
my ſpirit ſo much, that I ſwore to that degree, that 
the other priſoners who were in the yard with me, 
although they were wicked themſelves, would not be 
Where I was, but went away from me. Now I re- 
member one day, as I was in my ward, and I heard 
ſomebody: ſay, that he that blaſphemed againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt would never be forgiven, that I had all at 
once an heavy dread come upon my ſpirit, fearing I 
was one that had committed the fin, till ſuch time as I 
aſked one, I think, who was a good man for what I 
know, who laid in the fame ward with me, concerning 
it. He told me ſuch a one as I could not commit 
ſuch a fin as that, ſo the trouble went off, as I believed 
his report. Now I remember another time, as I was 
8 reading 
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reading the pſalms, I came to theſe words, whete David 
ſays, I think, Scatter thou the people, O Lord, that de- 
lighteth in war.” But I contradicted it, and ſaid I wiſh- 
ed it was war; but all at once I had ſuch a conviction 
upon my conſcience from the Lord, that I had ſinned 
before him in ſo doing, that I got very much troubled 
in mind for it; and I remember I prayed to the Lord to 
pardon me, promiſing him I would never do fo again. 
I think the reaſon why I wiſhed for war was this: I 
thought if there was war I might petition to go on 
board a man of war, and ſo get free from my confine- 
ment in priſon, Now after this I uſed to be exceed- 
ingly troubled in my mind, for want of being at my li- 
berty, which uſed to make me uncaſy night and day, 
I wrote to my mother to ſpeak to the brewer to get 
me off, and ſent her a petition alſo, to get ſigned for 
the purpoſe of getting my liberty ; but nothing could 
be done for me, Now after this I had trembling fits 
came upon me, and ſhortneſs of breath, and by this I was 
alarmed much, for I was afraid I was going to die, and 
I knew that I was not prepared to meet death. Theſe 
trembling fits were after this manner : they uſed to come 
upon me ſometimes every night for a while, ſometimes 
every other night, abeut the hours of eleven or twelve 
o'clock at night; and when they uſed to come upon 
me, my whole body was ſhaken with them. I uſed 
to ſweat at the ſame time in the palms of my hands 
and the ſoles of my feet, and often a ſhortneſs of breath 
was attended with them, as if my breath was going to 
depart from my body immediately, At the ſame time 
alſo I wes tempted to cut my throat; this was the old 
te mptation that I was tempted with before. Not only 
this, but I was tempted to blaſpheme God alſo, and to 
ſwear at him frequently came vp very faſt into my mind. 
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J uſed alfo to ſtrive to get it away from my mind, but 
could not; but I uſed to fay to the Lord, Lord, 
thou knoweſt I do not want to ſwear at thee. I 
likewiſe uſed to ſhake my head, and put it under the 
pillow, to get thoſe wicked thoughts away ; but it was 
all in vain; ſtill thoſe wicked thoughts would come up 
in my mind, and I did not know at that time that it 
was the devil who fo tempted me to ſwear at God, for I 
thought it was myſelf: this made me appear wickeder 
than I was, if I may be allowed to ſay ſo. Here I was 
filled with nothing but confuſion; I was put to my 
wit's end, for I knew not what to do; I knew I had 
offended much againſt God, for which I was afraid he 
would ſend me to everlaſting damnation. My foul 
now could find no reſt either by night or by day. 
Now I was perſuaded in mind to get drunk, or leaſt- 
ways to drink much, thinking that it would make me 
ſleep well at night, ſo that I might not be filled with 
ſuch confuſion. This 1 endeavoured to do every night 
when I. could get money for the purpoſe; yet for all 
this it would not do, for I have been ſtruck before all 
the priſoners in the ward as if I had been ſtruck with 
death. I remember one morning, as J was in the 
gaol yard, God made me ſenſible to know that what I 
was doing was very wicked, to drink as I did, and get 
drunk, While I was thus ſenſibly convicted in my 
mind, I expected every minute would be my laſt, and 
prayed to God, I remember, much, that he would 
ſpare me, that I might do better. O what horror did 
I feel. O how dreadful did God appear to me! My 
tongue is not able to expreſs the trouble J was under. 
I fain would have opened my mind, but I could nor, 
even to a young man that was in the ſame ward with 


me, who knew ſomething of the Lord, alchough it was 
but 
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but little ; but I did open my mind a few weeks after 
this in ſome meaſure, notwithſtanding my fear, and 
would fain have been in his place. They who now 
were my friends became my enemies, for my trouble 
I could not hide froin them, for it was too heavy a 
burden for me. The terror of God was upon my 
tabernacle night and day. I'ufed now to read the 

prayer-book, but no comfort could I find. 
Again, ſometimes, when theſe trembling fits were 
upon me, the fears of. death, and thoſe thoughts to 
ſwear at God, I would ſay my prayers over as faſt as I 
could, ſuch as the Lord's prayer and the helief, which J 
had been taught from my childhood, for fear I ſhould 
be taken off in my ſins before I had ſaid them; al- 
though I was praying continually, according to the 
burden of my ſoul, but that I thought would not do 
except I ſaid the Lord's prayer and the belief. But, 
poor ſoul, if I could but have ſeen what I was about, 
I ſhould have ſeen I was a hardened ſinner, for I ſaid 
I believed in God, and in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which 
were lies, for if I had believed in God I ſhould have 
found peace to my ſoul, and if I had believed in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, according to ſcripture, which is the 
only infallible rule, I ſhould have had no condemnation 
upon my conſcience, as it is written, © Therefore there 
is no condemnation to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus, 
who walk not after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit.” But 
I faid I believed in Jeſus Chriſt when my ſoul was 
filled with condemnation. I do now, in the preſence 
of him who ſearcheth all hearts, and is the God of the 
ſpirits of all fleſh; I do now inſiſt upon it, that every 
man, and that every woman, and that every child, that 
ſays that Chriſt Teſus has died for them, withour feeling 
the neceſſity of Chriſt, and having an application of 
Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's blood to their ſouls, are telling lies in the 
name of the Lord, and adding fin to ſin, Then O the 
thouſands of lies that are told, every ſabbath day, in thoſe 
churches or chapels where ſuch forms are; and yet 
theſe people are ſo fooliſh as to expect mercy from God 
for their lies, and calling God their father, when at the 
ſame ti ne they do not know but the devil is their 
father. But hearken, O fooliſh and unwiſe people ; 
thou muſt have the ſpirit of adoption before thou canſt 
cry Father. Doſt thou not know that a father of a 
child doth feed and clothe a child that is his own ? Now 
hearken thou that calleſt God thy father; pray tell me, 
now, what food doth he give thee, what clothes cloth 
he array thee in? The prophet Ilaiah faith thus: © I will 
greatly rejoice in the Lord; my foul ſhall be joyful 
in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments 
of ſalvation, he hath covered me with the robe of 
righteouſneſs, as a bridegroom decketh himſelf with 
ornaments, and as a bride adorneth bherſc:t wich her 
Jewels.“ Ifaiah lxi. 10. And Mary faith, © he hath 
given food to the hungry,” or © tilled the hungry with 
good things.“ Luke i. 52. Doſt thou know any 
thing of this, thou that ſayeſt Father? But to re— 
turn. 

I never found any anſwer from God in theſe forms 
of prayer, therefore I cannot ſpeak to the praiic of 
their excellency, but they have been to me as the barren 
fig· tree was to Chriſt, finding no ſruit thereon, Matt. 
xxi. 9. Now l had a deſire in my foul, wiſhing I had 
a quieter place to be in, that I might devote my foul to 
God; for where I was placed was on the common lice 
of the priſon, where there were twelve or fourtecn in 
a ward, ſo that one could hardly do any thing but what 
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they muſt ſee or hear, which is very troubleſome to a 
foul under conviction, eſpecially ſuch as theſe were. 
Now every one that laid on the maſter's de of the 
priſon, if he were a tranſport caſt at the aſſizes, and if 
he laid on his own bed, muſt pay one ſhilling a week 
to the keeper of the gaol; but if he laid upon any bed 
which was upon a bedſtead belonging to the keeper, 
he muſt pay half a crown per weck. Now I being ſo 
wicked, 1 could not have the face to aſk the governor; 
therefore I ſent to London to my mother to iend 
down a prelent to the turnkey, in order to prevail with 
him to get me on the maſter's ſide. Accordingly ſhe 
did, and the turnkey gave me leave to come on the 
maſter's ſide. Now there was one on the maſter's ſide 
of the priſon who did know ſomething of the Lord, 
and had a room to himſelf at that time; I therefore 
had a deſire in my heart to be along with him, and 
the Lord fulfilled the deſire of my heart; for the 
turnkey, without my aſking him to be along with this 
old man, faid to him, after I was come through the 
gates, Chambers, will you let Bennett lie in your room? 
Now the old man did not conſent to let me come into 
his ward very freely, becauſe he knew what a wicked 
man I had been; and not only this, but he thought, I 
dare ſay, that he could not ſerve God as he might 
wiſh with ſuch a one as me 1n the room: nevertheleſs 
God overruled it ſo that I ſhould be along with him for 
a ſeaſon. 
Now when J went up ſtairs with the old man, he 
took me to prayer with him, and diſcourſed of the power 
of God upon his own heart, and what a ſweet time 
he had when Chriſt Jeſus ſet him at liberty, and how his 
heart melted like wax before the ſun. This conver- 
ſation I can remember was a bleſſing to me, for I be- 
lieved 
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lieved every word he ſaid, and it was inſtrumental, by 
the power of God, to beget in me a holy longing aſter 
what he felt; and for this I uſed to pray, that the Lord 
would let me born again. Yet the terror of God was 
upon me, and every time I gave way to commit ſin 
my God uſed to make me feel it ſeverely. Now I 
found it a hard matter to part with my fin, for I being 
attached to it ſo much, there ſtill remained a love to 
fome luſt, and fin had the dominion over me. 

Reader, beforc I go on any further upon this mat- 
ter, let me tell thee what Jeſus has done for me this 
morning; if thou loveſt news, then hear ſome good 
news from a far country, even from the king in his 
beauty. Now as I got out of bed this morning, the 
devil began to tempt me with ſinful luſt, and I was 
rather inclining my heart to his temptation: but it 
came into my mind to {trive againlt it, and, as I {trove 
againſt it, this text came into my mind, that © whoſoever 
loveth his life ſhall loſe it, but he that hateth his life, 
in this world, ſhall keep it unto life eternal.” John xii. 
25. Here the Lord jefus Chriſt ſhined pon my ſoul, 
and gave me to ſee that J hated my life; then the other 
part of the text came home with power, that he that 
w hateth his life in this world (ball keep it unto life eter- 
nal. This filled my foul to love and bleſs the Lord 
Jeſus for his goodneſs towards me; and theſe two texts 
came home to my heart, to bind them as a ſweet burden 
o my ſoul. The fear of the Lord is to hate evil, 
pride, arrogancy, the evil way. and the froward mouth. 


Prov. viii. 13. From theſe texts the Lord bore me 


witneſs that I feared hin, becauſe I hated evil from my 
heart, Then this text came to my heart out of the 
Pſalms of David, where it is ſaid, © Bleficd is every 


one that feareth the Lord, that walketh in his ways.“ 
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From this text the Lord gave me to ſee, as I feared 
the Lord, that I was bleſſed with everlaſting life in 
Jeſus. How {weet are ſuch teſtimonies to a poor ſoul 
that feels the neceſſity of this life that is in Him! How 
much doth it endear the Lord to his ſoul ! Yea, and as 
he loveth the Lord for his goodneſs, the Lord bears 
him witneſs that he loved him; as it is written, © we 
love him, becauſe he firſt loved us.“ O reader, this life 
is in Jeſus Chriſt. I feel it, and ye know what he ſays, 
© if theſe were to hold their peace, the very ſtones of the 
ſtreet would cry out.” Luke xix. 40. There is no- 
thing hid that ſhall not be made manifeſt, or kept ſecret 
that ſhall not come abroad.” For my part I cannot 
hide it, yea, nor neither will I, if God my Father would 
give me ſtrength to bear witneſs to the truth. O thou 
Arian, what is to become of thee ! thou that deſpiſeſt 
the Son, deſpiſeth the Father alſo, yea, and the Holy 
Ghoſt likewiſe, becauſe he beareth witneſs of the ſon ; 
and what ſhall be done to thee, O thou Arian? Heark- 
en and hear thy ſentence in the words of the Father and 
the Holy Ghoſt; He that believeth not the Son ſhall 
not ſee life, but the wrath of God abideth on him.” 
John ui. 36. Did you never hear or read this text, 
thou blind Arian, that © all men ſhould honour the Son, 
even as they honour the Father ; he that honoureth not 
the Son, honoureth not the Father which hath ſent 
him.“ John v. 23, Now if 1 muſt honour the Son 
even as I honour the Father, the word even mult mean 
equal, as it is written, © he thought it no robbery to be 
equal with God.“ Phil. ii. 6. Now if he be equal 
with God, I muſt honour him as the everlaſting God, 
© even as the Father is everlaſting, ſo is the Son.“ His 
perſon, in whom dwelt all the fulneſs of the Godhead, 
which was from everlaſting, before he aſſumed human 
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nature, was not made nor begotten, as the church of 
England hath it, as they ſay, begotten before all worlds; 
it is no ſuch thing. Hearken, O ſinner, and hearken 
O ſaint, that I do believe from my inmoſt ſoul, that he 
is the ſelf- exiſtent and eternal God, equal with the 
Father, for they be one, as Jeſus faith, © I the Lord, the 
firſt, and with the.laſl, I am he.“ Iſalah xliii. 10. Be- 
ſides, the word equal doth allow all that I ſay, as the 
Father doth quicken whom he will, ſo the Son quickens 
whom he will, (John v. 21); and he faith, My Father 
worketh hitherto, and I work.“ That word J doth 
ſhew him to be the Almighty God, as he faith, «© My 
ſheep hear my voice, and they follow me, and I give 
unto them eternal life.” Mark thoſe words; 7 give 
unto them eternal life; and to ſhew that he has ſaved 
them, and will fave them, he faith, © they never ſhall 
periſn; and, to ſhew that he is Almighty, able to ſave 
them from themſelves, from the world, and the devil, 
© neither ſhall any man pluck them out of my hands.” 
If this ſcripture doth not ſhew that he is Almighty God, 
equal with the Father, then Thomas Bennett never had 
an exiſtence; but whether man believeth or diſbe- 
lieveth, the truth is the truth, and Jeſus Chriſt ſhall 
ſtand up very ſoon to vindicate his truth, and © through - 
ly purge his floor, which is his truth, from all the 
wicked; as it is written, The hand of the Lord 
{hall be known towards his ſervants, and his indignation 
towards his enemies ; for by fire, and by his ſword, will 
the Lord plead with all fleſh, and the ſlain of the Lord 
ſhall be many.“ Iſaiah Ixvi. 14, 16. But to return to 
my former ſubject. 
As I ſaid before, fin often had dominion over me; fo 
it often had, for my old companions were frequently a 
ſnare to me, to draw me into it. I found that the fin 
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of drunkenneſs often had dominion over me, and, 


through the liquor being in me, it would inſpire me to 
ſing ſongs; then the Lord wouid make me to be con- 


vinced that drunkenneſs and ſinging of ſongs were fins, 


and the terror of God would come with conviction 
upon my conſcience, ſo that I would go and acknowledge 
my fault to this od man, and to a young man that knew 
ſomething of the Lord. I could not fin now as I uſed 
to do, without having any remorſe of conſcience, but 
was very much diſtreſſed in mind and in body when I 
gave way to lin; and the Lord uſed to appear as an 


angry God al ays when I gave way to fin, yea, and 


when I did not give way to it wilfully: yet my fins that 
I had committed not being taken away by the blood of 
Chriſt, I could not approach to him as a pacited God, 
but (till under a fpirit of bondage; and not only this, but 
{till thoſe heavy temptations to cut my throat, and to 
ſwear at God, I think, would lay upon me; and as for 
my breath, it were as if it were going out of my taber- 
nacle. I got ſome medicine from the doctor for it, but 
I could not find that it did me any good. This ſhort- 
neſs of breath uſed to fill me with much fear of death, 
for fear I ſhovld be taken off in the ſtate I was in. 
Now one night it ſo happencd that I found a moſt heavy 
dread come upon my ſpirit, expecting God would de- 
ſtroy me from off the earth and ſend me to hell, I 
now prayed much o God tv {orgive me my fins, but 
ſtill trouble would come upon me; and I went to bed 
with this heavy dread upon my ſpirit, but could not 
reli. Now it might be about twelve o'clock at night, 
when] was obliged to get out of bed, and cry to God, 
for there I could not lie, I therefore aſked a young 
man, who now had come to he in the ſame reom here 


I was, to read the viſitation of the ſick, for. wy hody 


and 
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and ſoul alſo was filled with diſorders ; but before this, 
I told him, to call a man who was the keeper's ſervant, 
to go to the doctor for me; but, alas! it was not ſuch 


a doctor as this I wanted. Now the young man be- 


gun to read theſe prayers, that I might hear them ac- 
cording to my requelt ; but the Lord appeared in ſuch 
terrible majeſty to me, that I do not remember ] heard 
a word of what he ſaid, ſo as to underſtand it; my mind 
was ſwallowed up with confuſion, with terror, or fury 
of God; the Lord appeared to me as if he looked right 
through the ceiling upon me with great anger. I 
cried, I prayed to God with exceeding, trouble, ſo that 
the beſt part of the people of the gaol, 1 ſhould think, 
mult have heard me, Here I could not plead that I 
was not guilty, as I had done with man; but God made 
me to feel | was a tranſgreſſor of his law, though did 
not know at that time what the word moral law meant, 
indeed it is no where called in ſcripture fo; but God 
made me ſenſible what the ſcripture ſaid againſt fan, 
even of drunkenneſs, of ſwearing, of thieving, of lying, 
of luſt, of adultery, or of going with bad women, of 
ſinging ſongs, of keeping company with the wicked, of 
riot, of fooliſh talking, and of playing at cards, and 
began to make me feel the evil thoughts of my heart, 
which I did not know beforc, and gave me to ſtrive 
againſt them, for he ſhewed me the danger of them, and 
made me feel it too. Here God made me to ſee that 
night that he was a holy God, and that I was an un- 
holy ſinner. I could not have ſaid a word againſt his 
juſtice if I had been ſure of hell that night. | pleaded 
_ guilty, as God made it manifeſt to me; and this was 
the way the poor publican found mercy, when he cried 
out, God, be merciful to me a ſinner !' Luke xvin. 
13. There was no hypocrily in this confeſſion of fin, 
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nor yet in calling upon God in prayer : it went from 
my heart to God as from a need of his mercy, being 
aſlured I muſt find mercy from him, and no where 

e. ſe. | 
Now this trial appeared to me from the Father, 
agreeably to what is held forth in ſcripture in their 
offices, as it is written, © they ſhall be all taught of 
God; every man that hath heard, and hath learned of 
the Father, cometh unto me.” John vi. 45. He made 
me to hear him in his law firſt, that I ſhould have been 
obedient to his law z and I bleſs his name that he 
brings theſe things to my remembrance ;—aad he ſhew- 
ed me that it was juſt that I ſhould do ſo; that his law 
was holy, and that it was true; l bleſs thee, my Father, 
and I cannot help it, becauſe thou bringeſt theſe things 
to my memory ;—that it was true that it came from 
him ; that it was true that he demanded obedience of 
me to it; that God was holy, juſt, and true, when he 
condemned me by it for the tranſgreſſion of it. Here 
I both heard and learned of the Father; I heard him 
ſpeak to me, that I ſhould have obeyed him; I heard 
him ſpeax to me that he condemned me for not being 
obedient to him: I learned of him that he was holy, 
Juſt, and true; I learned of him that I was unholy, un- 
Juſt, and untrue. Now, believe me, my brethren, I can 
ſay, in the preſence of God, that I was never able to 
diſcern the work of God by his law upon my own ſoul, 
ſo as to be able to word it as I do now, ſince that 
very time that God wrought it upon me; but it has been 
my conſtant prayer to God that he would bring all 
things to my memory, what he has done for me, in 
me, and by me, that I might be uſeful to his children, 
that they might live to his glory, and walk worthy of 
the 
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the vocation wherewith they are called, that God might 
be glorified in their walk. 

But now to ſpeak a little more of this night's trial, 
The old man, who laid in the ſame room with me, 
whom I faid had declared the dealings of God: upon 
his own ſoul, ſaid he thought it was a fright. Now I 
was willing to catch comfort,' knowing alſo he was a 
good man, or leaſtways I judged him ſuch; and rather 
adhered to his words, and thought it might be ſo. 
However God permitted me to be a little at eaſe. But 
if that was a fright, Paul's was a fright, when Jeſus ap- 
peared to him, and ſaid, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt 
thou me?” when he was ſtruck with aſtoniſhment. But 
the old man had never felt the wrath of God upon his 
ſoul as I had, nor ſuch ſharp convictions, therefore he 
judged after the fleſh. I believe, if ever a man's hair 
ſtood upright upon his head, mine did that night; my 
head ſweat alſo exceeding much. However I was 
really frightened that night, for after this trial was 
over, if I remember right, I heard my name called 
twice or thrice, as plain as ever any man called my 
name in my life. Now I thought this was a ſure token 
of my death, which troubled me much. T here are 
ſuch fools in the world as to ſay, How do you know 
but what the Turks, in worſhipping Mahomet, are in 
as good a way as yours; they ſay they are right, and 
you can but ſay the ſame.” Hearken, O fool, who- 
ſoever thou art; they cry, Hear, O Mahomet,” as 
the prophets of Baal did; but although they cried, © O 
Baal, hear us,“ there was no Baal that anſwered them, 
although they cut themſelves with knives and lancets 
till the blood guſhed out upon them. 1 Kings xviii. 
26, 28. But Elijah's God anſwered him from heaven, 


his holy dwelling place, by fire, when he prayed to 
conſume 
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conſume the burnt ſacrifice which he had laid in order 
upon the altar, ſo as to convince all the people that 
Elijah's God was the true God, as it is written, And 
hen all the people faw it, they fell on their faces, and 
they faid, The Lord, he is the God; the Lord, he is 
the God.“ See verſes 38 and 39. Now the ſame 
God that anſwered Elijah is the God of the ſcriptures, 
and the God of the fc: iptures is the fame that poke 
to me, as I have thewa already, and will further ſhew 
by the help of God, 

Reader, whenever thou heareſt people talk againſt 
the ſcriptures of truth, remember what I have written, 
that it may prove to you that they are as ignorant of 
the ſcripture as Baal's prophets were when they cried 
O Baal, hear us.“ I believe, from my hcart, before 
the living God, that there is not an Atheiſt or Deiſt that 
diſbelieves the ſcriptures, but what, if he were to go 
through what I only experienced in one night, would 
be forced to ſay, with an aſtonichment and a trembling 
heart, © the Lord, he is God; the Lord, he is God.“ 
Now it ſo happened, about two or three days after 
this, that there was a quarrel betwixt one that had come 
into our ward, and another; and I ſeeing that the man 
who had lately come into our ward was oppoſed wrong- 
fully, I muſt, fool like, begin to take his part, yet not 
in the ſpirit of God, but with my own weapons; and 
therefore another ſaid, it was no buſineſs of mine. Now 
I endeavoured to defend myſelf in proving I had, and 
he ſtrove upon the other; at laſt he ſtruck me, and I 
ſtruck him, and then it came to a fight. Now it is ſaid 
in ſcripture, that © the prudent man looks well to his 
ways, but the ſimple paſleth on and is puniſhed,” I was 
the ſimple one, and, following my own ſimplicity, got 
well puniſhed, which was nothing but juſt in God that 
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dealt with me. My being very ſhort of breath cauſed 
him ſoon to beat me, which I was very angry at, but 
could not help myſelf becauſe of my breath. Now after 
this I got drinking with the man whom I had been beat 
by, and at laſt the liquor operating in me, they got me 
to ſing ſongs; this was very diſpleaſing to the old man 
who was in the ward with me. But yet, after all this, 
the terror of God would come upon me again, and I 
was obliged to go and acknowledge my fin to God, 
and to pray for mercy for his Son's fake. Now although 
I gave way to ſin, I could not take pleaſure in it as I 
had done before; it became a grievous morſel now. 
] was obliged to flee from lin, for fear of the avenger 
of blood, for Moſes was in purſuit: but now my heart 
begun to be Zion-ward, although I did not know the 
way (Jer. I. 5), and I aſked God from my heart to ſhew 
me, which he did in his own good time, even the way 
which my foot had not trod before. At this time I 
began to read ſuch books as the old man gave me to 
read; and God did enlighten my eyes, and that ſoon, ſo 
as to confound the wiſeſt man in the whole gaol; I 
mean of natural men, for I began to ſce that in ſcripture 
which mine eyes never ſaw before: I began to ſee how 
Peter's words were bleſt to Cornelius, and to the people 
that were in his houſe, which made me to ſce that there 
muſt be an internal work in the heart (Acts x. 44, 45, 
46), and which my ſoul now began to ſhoot after by 
reading of theſe books. Allo at this time my foul 
began to be much inclined to prayer, and every time 
almoſt that the people were gone out of the ward, in 
the day time, I would fall down upon my knees to God 
and pray to him to teach me his ways, and for him to 

let me feel what the ſcripture had ſpoken of. 
My poor weary foul being toſſed about many 
| | months, 
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months, now longed much for reſt in Jeſus. I uſed, I 
ſhould think, at times to pray four or five times a day, 
and at this time read the Teſtament much, as well as I 
could read it. Now allo I began to feel the luſt of the 
fleſh to be a trouble to my ſoul; this is a plain proof 
I was quickened, by feeling thoſe evil thoughts within 
to trouble me. I could now feel thoſe luſtful thoughts, 
which one time I could give way to, even to fulfil the 
defires of them without grief or trouble, become my 
burden, 

After this there was a report in the gaol thata draught 
of the tranſports would be made to go away; and [ 
being one of them, was afraid I ſhould go away with 
the reſt, and a certain perſon in the gaol, who was a 
king's debtor, informed me that-I was one of them that 
was appointed to go; ſo at laſt I rather gave credit to 
his words that I was to depart. Now, accordingly, 
there was a draught of men went from the gaol, but yet 
I was left behind, which pleaſed me much better than if 
I had gone with them. At this time I began to have 


* ſome hatred to fin; and, by finding this man to have 
told me a lie, it rather grieved me, ſo as at laſt to fret 


and do evil. Accordingly I ſpoke to the man in much 
anger againſt his lies; and he, in order to make it up 
with me, gave me a glaſs of rum, and then I think 
another. Now I had not drank a glaſs of rum before 
this fince I had been in the gaol, to the beſt of my 
remembrance, for it was not allowed the priſoners to 
buy any kind of liquor whatſocver, nor any perſon to 
bring any kind of liquor to them into the gaol, except 
they choſe to run the riſk of being put fix months in 
priſon, Now as I had been very weak both in body 
and mind for a long time, and as I had not been uſed to 
drink any rum for a long time, it ſoon took an effect 
on 


. 


on my mind, and then thev got me into their car- 
nal company, to drink with them beer, which was al- 
lowed to be brought into the gaol; and I really think 
they did this in order to bring me back again to do 
evil as I uſed to do; yet I was exceeding wrong to 
drink along with them, and efpectally to drink two 
glaſſes of rum, and that God made me to feel with 
moſt terrible majeſty afterward. Now I went down 
into the tap with them, and, if I do not make a miſtake, 
ſung a ſong with them. Now all the time that I was 
doing this I was wounded in my conſcience, and had 
neither ſpiritual nor carnal peace in my ſoul, but was 
like a fool in the ſtocks, Now in the afternoon I, and 
the company I was with, got in, by ſome means, into 
the women's hall, where there were young women for 
tranſportation that I knew, and where I committed 
great indecencies; and not only this, but ſwore many 
bitter oaths, in order that they might not think that I 
was a Methodiſt, Here was wickedneſs indeed! after 
God had convinced me of fin, and had gave me a heart 
to ſeek him. Now after we had come out of the 
women's hall, I went up ſtairs, and was as indecent as 
before; yet all this time | knew I was doing wrong 
before God, but had not power to put it away from 
me. Now here I finned againſt light, and did drink 
in order that J might go to ſleep, that I might not feel 
the terror of God; thus he that doeth evil hateth the 
light. I was afraid to come to God in prayer, becauſe I 
had ſinned againſt him; I thought it was of no uſe, and 
falſely believed he would not hear me: thus the devil 
cauſed me to ſin againſt the light even to Juſt, and to 
fulfil the deſire of that luſt ; to get drunk, to lie, and to 
{wear moſt bitterly ; and this he did, not only to diſ- 
honour God, but that the greatneſs of my fin might be 

before 
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before mine eyes, that I might look at it, ſo that it 
might make me odious in the ſight of God; that by 
this he might drive me away from prayer, and from 
every work, and bring me back into the world 
again, | 

Now the next morning I was afraid to come to God, 


but went to drinking again, and went on truſt till I 


could get no more credit, My underſtanding ſtrove to 
get away from the light, becauſe it condemned me; 
it did not want to ſee che evil which light makes ma- 
nifeſt. Moreover there was another great evil which 
1 defired in my heart, and that was this, I wiſhed in my 
foul that God would let me have one of thoſe women 
that was to be tranſported, which my heart had been 
taken captive with the day before. Then I ſaid to one 
of the priſoners in the gaol, if God would grant me this 
requeſt, I would willingly ſerve him, or ſomewhat after 
the tenor of theſe words; for I thought it would be 
impoſſible for me to ſerve God while felt thoſe deſires 
come into my heart. Thus you may ſee how man 
has fallen from God, and how far he is from doing 
righteouſneſs. When God ſhines upon him, to ſhew 
him the evil of his way by his law, and ſhews him that 
he is a tranſgreſſor by it, then he begins to feel the 


force of ſin; for without the law fin is dead, it is not 


felt till the law comes home with power ; then fin 
revives, and then he dies to all former hopes of being 
faved for his worthleſs works; for when the Lord came 
to ſhew me ſin, then ſin in me, under the power of the 
devil, ſtrove againſt the light; not but there was ſome- 
thing in my heart that wiſhed it to be otherways than it 
was. 
Now after I had ſpent all that I had, and all that I 
could borrow, I was perſuaded that God would make 
| me 
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me feel for all this, if not. ſend me to hell; and a 
thought came into my mind that I had ſinned the {in 
that was againſt the Holy Ghoſt, which was unpar- 
donable. Now the old man, of whom I have ſpoken 
of before, while I was going on 1n theſe wicked fins, 
was taken ill with a fever of which he died a little while 
after. However I went to this old man, and told him 
that I thought I had ſinned againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; 
but he ſaid nay, and told me to go to Jeſus Chriſt, for I 
could not make myſelf better. Now this was good 
advice of the old man if I had known how to have 
taken it. It is true I did go to Jeſus Chriſt, but I did 
not know that I went right. But now my foul was 
filled with confuſion, and my foul was filled with 
trouble; I could not reſt; my fin was before me, and 
as a heavy burden, too heavy for me to bear. My 
inſide was like as if rats were gnawing within me, and 
God appeared moſt dreadtul to me indeed. I did not 
dare to ſhut my eyes with an intention to go to fleep, 
although nature required it, but that I was obliged to 
force them open again, for fear I ſhould go to ever- 
laſting damnation with my eyes ſhut, and never open 
them any more till I came to puniſhment, 

At this time alſo the old man was very bad, and could 
not help himſelf to the pot, without the help of me to 
put him on: he was not capable of much diſcourſe, 
which was the worſe for me. There was a man like- 
wiſe in the room that was a carnal man, and I being in 
ſuch trouble, could not help calling upon God, and 
groaning and mourning, fo that, as he laid cloſe by me, 
he could not well ſleep for me; which made him to 
lay, could I not confeſs my fins to God without making 
ſuch a noiſe as I did. This became more trouble to 


me ſtill; he did not know what a wounded ſpirit was, 
for 
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for Solomon ſays, © A wounded ſpirit, who can bear? 
and a lying tongue hates thoſe who are afflicted by it.” 
Prov. xxvi. 28. 

I was at this time ſo that I could not weep; I was 
ſwallowed up with the terror of God, expecting every 
minute to be my laſt, and this world never to ſee more. 
But, O bleſſed be my Father, that only chaſtened me in 
love. O my God, O my God, where ſhould I have 
gone to if thou, in mercy, hadſt not ſpared me, and put 
away my fins by Jeſus? O, who can dwell with de- 
vouring fire! who can dwell in everlaſting burning!“ 
Iſaiah xxxiii. 14. Now I did meditate terror; but, as 
I prayed to God day by day, the Lord was pleaſed to 
lighten his hand; and that ſcripture in John, chap. iii. 
where Chriſt ſays, Ve mult be born agaii,' faſtened 
on my mind; and this was the ſubject of my prayers, 
that I might be born again. Now the old man, of 
whom I ſpoke, being ſo ill, was taken into the hoſpital, 
and died; and I was left alone, for the young man 
who I thought knew ſomething of the Lord, went off in 
that draught down to Portſmouth, fo there was no one 
now to tell me the right way; but I had God to teach 
me, who is the beſt of teachers, as it is written, © God 
exalts by his power, who teaches like him?” Job xxxvi, 
22, 
 Aﬀeer this fall I uſed to be exceedingly afraid of 
drinking beer, or being in any company with the wick- 
ed, for what I had felt of God's terror on my mind, 
for keeping company with them before, was a great help 
to keep me 1n awe, that I might not ſin againſt God; 


beſides, there were ſtrong breathings after God in my 


ſoul, chooſing him from my heart. Now there was 
in Maidſtone an old man, a ſhoemaker, that uſed to 
come into the gaol to the man that lately died, and 
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he coming to the gaol afterward to aſk, I think it was, 
about the old man that had died, but I could give no 
account to him about him becauſe he went into the 
hoſpital, and died there; now this old man, the ſhoe- 
maker, ſpoke to me concerning the things of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and told me, whoſoever believed in Jeſus was 
juſtified from all things. Now I had not had an ap- 
plication of Chriſt to my heart yet, to ſet the wild aſs 
free (Job xxxix. 5); but at this time the old 
man lent me a book alſo of good old Mr. Ro- 
maine's, called the Life of Faith, which was very 
encouraging to me, eſpecially that part where he ſays 
the young believer has as good a right to Chriſt as the 
ſtrong one has. Now I uſed to pray and cry to the 
Lord that I might feel the ſame as the old man ſaid he 
did, fo as to have my heart melted as wax before the 
ſun, that I might know when I was born again. I was 
in pain to bring forth love, peace, and joy, by an appli- 
cation of Chriſt to my heart, as it is ſaid, Be in pain, 
and labour to bring forth, O daughter of Zion, like a 
woman in travail.“ Micah iv. 10. 

O that God would cauſe his word to be ſent forth 
with power, that his arrows might be ſharp in the hearts 
of the King's enemies, that they might be in pain, and 
labour to bring forth; that where they are all foul 
within, they might be all glorious within; and the Lord 
ſhall perform this, and that ſoon, by the ſpirit of judg- 
ment, and by the ſpirit of burning. Woe unto the 
wicked, before long, for the reward of their hands ſhall 
be given to them! woe unto you high towers, and 
ſtrong oaks, for behold the day of the Lord ſhall be - 
upon every one that is proud, and upon every one that 
lifts himſelf up in his own ſtrength ! As I live before 


the Lord, I believe he will make a terrible ſhaking in 
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the earth. May all the blood of Zion, and of Jeruſa- 
lem, which has been ſpilt by her enemies, and groans 
and tears, and ſighs and calamities, come up before the 
Lord as a memorial, to bring vengeance down upon 
thee, O daughter of Babylon, and upon thee, thou image 
of the beaſt ! 

I had no ſooner wiſhed his from my heart, than this 
ſcripture came with power to my mind, from Jer. li. 35, 
where it is thus ſaid, © Ihe violence done to me and 
my fleſh be upon Babylon, ſhall the inhabitants of Zion 
ſay, and my blood upon the inhabitants of Chaldea ſhall 
Jeruſalem ſay.” Now that you may not think me un- 
charitable for ſo wiſhing, you may ſee that I have got 
ſcripture for it, and it ſhall be in the heart of the church 
before long to wiſh ſo as well as me; and God will not 
deſpiſe this petition, .but doth both juſtify it, and will 
anſwer it, as he faith in the verſe following: © There- 
fore, thus ſaith the Lord; Behold, I will plead thy cauſe, 
and take vengeance for thee ; and I will dry up her ſea,” 
which means waters which the whore fitteth upon. 
Rev. xvii. 15. And likewiſe the Lord fays he will 
make her ſprings dry. If thou haſt wiſdom to know 
what the ſprings of Zion are, you will no doubt find out 
what are the ſprings of Babylon; it has the ſame mean- 
ing, although of a contrary nature. But to return to my 


4 former ſubject, 


I uſed now to pray to the Lord that 1 might not 
drink above one penny-worth of beer a day, or ſome- 
times a pint, The reaſon why I uſed to pray for this 
was, that I might not drink to hurt myſelf, and fin 
againſt God, and that alſo I might wean myſelf from 
drinking. Now, whenever I prayed thus, that I might 
not drink more than a penny-worth or one pint a day, 
I was always kept, to the beſt of my remembrance, from 

drinking 
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drinking any more then what I had prayed I might. 
There was at this time a deſire in my heart that I 
might be born again on the 20th of May, or the 4th 
of June, Now the 20th of May was my birth- 
day, and the 4th of June was the day I was bound 
apprentice; and thus I ſhould know the day on which 
I was born again. Now on the 2oth of May, I had 
done ſomething amiſs, and then I thought God would 
not let me be born again that day ; but now I prayed that 
it might be the 4th of June. Here you may ſee there 
was a legal ſpirit attending me yet, as if ſin could hinder 
God's grace, I did not know the meaning of this text 
at that day, which ſays, that * it is not circumciſion, nor 
uncircumciſion, that availeth any thing, but faith which 
works by love.” Now on the 4th of June, as. I was 
reading the two laſt chapters of the goſpel of Luke, about 
Chriſt's ſufferings, my heart all at once began to melt 
within me, and I felt ſuch a love to Chriſt, aud pity in 
my heart, to think he ſhould ſuffer ſo much by thoſe 
wicked men; my ſoul alſo was filled with ſuch love to 
God the Father, that I cannot expreſs. Now that text 
of ſcripture which the old man ſpake to me (the ſhoe- 
maker I mentioned before) was this, out of the Acts of 
the Apoſtles, xiii. 38, 39: * Be it known unto you 
therefore, men and brethren, that through this man 1s 
preached unto you the forgiveneſs of ſins; and by him 
all that beheve are juſtified from all things.” Now this 
came to my mind, and I believed it, and ſaid, Now 
I am juſtified from all things. I could now no longer 
ſit to-read, for I could not help getting up to praiſe God 
with my whole heart; I wept alſo moſt wonderfully ; 
tears ran down my eyes like rain dropping off the tiles 
when it has been raining. I wept, and yet rejoiced; 
I praiſed, and was thankful to the Lord; my fins were 
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taken from off my conſcience; all fear of damnation 
fled; all blaſpheming thoughts were gone ; and that 
temptation to cut my throat took its flight alſo; all 
heavy dread and terror of God, the Lord took away 
I could pray unto him, I could praiſe him without fear. 
This was a jubilee day to me; it may be truly ſaid it 
was the Lord's releaſe. Deut. xv. 2. Now inſtead of 
trouble I had ſweet peace, and inſtead of terror I had 
rejoicing; I was clothed, and in my right mind, 
Now the Lord was my treaſure, and he had filled me 
with his treaſure. I wanted nq more of the world; and 
could have ſaid, and that from my hearr, had the queſ- 
tion been put to me, It is enough, it is enough, as 
well as old Jacob could when he ſaw the waggons, and 
ſaid, © It is enough; Joſeph my fon is yet alive; I will 
go and ſee him before I die.“ Gen. lv. 27, 28. 

This was ſeven years ago laſt th of June; and now 
the year that I am writing in is 1795, O king George, 
thou never knewelt ſuch a birth-day as this, although 
though makeſt it a day of rejoicing every year, and 
fireſt thy guns off to let it be known that this is the day; 
but yet my birth-day was the ſame as yours, for it was 
on the 4th of June. Yours was of this world, O King, 
but mine was from above ; yours was natural, but 
mine ſpiritual, for J was born of the Spirit. Men re- 
Joice at thy birth-day, but angels, which are above 
men, rejoice at mine; as it is written, © I ſay unto you, 
there is joy in the preſence of the angels of God over 
one ſinner that repenteth.” Luke xv. 10. Again, O 
King, the Lord of heaven and earth rejoices at my 
birth-day ; as it is written, © The Lord thy God in the 
midſt of thee is mighty; he will ſave, he will rejoice 
over thee with joy; he will reſt in his love; he will joy 
over thee with . ſinging,” Zeph. iii. 17. Again, O 

| King, 


C:208 +} 


King, the ſaints of God rejoiced at my birth-day, when 
they heard of it, and ſhall rejoice, becauſe it is promiſed 
to him that believeth from the Lord of heaven, as it is 
written, For ye ſhall go out with joy, and be led forth 
with peace ;'—I well know whar this is; — © the moun- 
tains and the hills ſhall break forth before you into 
ſinging; all the trees of the field,” which field means 
God's bleſſed kingdom that every child of God is 
planted in, * ſhall clap their hands.“ Ifaiah ly. 12. 
Thus, O King, my birth-day is grander than thine, is 
attended with better gueſts, and with better harmony 
than thine, 
I have ſhewn you that the Lord of heaven and earth, 
and his angels, and his ſaints, have rejoiced at my birth- 
day : beſides my birth-day 1s durable ; that which 1s 
born of the ſpirit is for ever, as it is written, © Be born 
again, not of corruptible ſeed, bur of incorruptible, by 
the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.” 
1 Peter i. 23. What God doth, he doeth it for ever, 
that men might fear before him. Eccleſ. iii. 14. And 
this is my rejoicing, O King, that what is born of God 
doth abide for ever; but your carnal happineſs, being 
of the world, ſhall paſs away, and your luſt thereof, 
(fee 1 John 11. 17); and if the Lord were to let you 
die in that ſtate, where God is you never could come. 
Your birth-day 1s attended with ſongs of this world, and 
this I know, O King; and your rejoicing on that day 
is of this world, and they that rejoice with you alſo. 
But this rejoicing -of yours will not abide for ever; it 
being of this world, it ſhall paſs away; but they that 
have got an heavenly birth, are told to rejoice ever- 
more. 1 Theſſ. v. 16. Seek now, O King, this 
heavenly birth, that the. Lord God may rejoice over 


thee; pray to God alſo, that thine eyes may be en- 
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| Iightened with the light of the living; and reft no lon, 
ger upon the wiſdom of man, but pray to the great biſhop 
of ſouls to ſhew thee the way that thou ſnouldeſt go, 
that thou mighteſt be ſaved, 1 Peter ii. 25. He will 
not ſay thee nay, if thou praycſt from thine heart. But 
now I ſhall leave thee for a while, O King, and return 
to my former fubject, to ſhew thee the iſſue of my 
birth-day. 

Now this power did not laſt above two hours upon 
my ſoul; nevertheleſs there was a confidence in my 
ſoul that this was of God: although doubts and fears 
would come up, yet the burden of ſin that I had com- 
muted, which lay upon my conſcience, returned no 
mote; as it is faid, ] have blotted out thy tranſgreſſions 
as a thick cloud. 

After this, as the priſoners perceived I lived in 
another way to what I uſed to do, in reading and in 
prayer, and that I did not like their company, they 
began to perſecute me much, in calling me Whitfieldite, 
craw-thumper, and any name they could think of; alſo 
they threw great ſtones at me, which were as big as my 
head, or very near; and, Lecauſe they would not go 
throvgh the bars of the window, they would heave 
ſmaller ones at me, that uſed to come through into my 
room, fo that I could not fit in the front of the window, 
except J would run the riſk of being much hurt, but 
was obliged to fit on one ſide of the window to read, or 
do any thing I had to do: and ſome of them would 
ſwear at me moſt wonderfully, fo that it uſed to trouble 
me much. Nevertheleſs I increaſed in ſtrength, and 
was enabled ſoon to confound ſome of them. 

Now a little while after this I was moved into the 
next ward, and the people that belonged to the ward 
with me; and they that belonged to that ward came 
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into our ward; and we went into theirs, and that be- 
cauſe they uſed to make ſuch a piece of work with the 
women, their ward being very near the women's, not- 
withſtanding they could not get from one ward to another. 
In this ward I ſuffered much with the wickedneſs of 
theſe women, that were priſoners, for they uſed to fall 
out with the men that were in the ward under us, and 
{wear and curſe, and talk ſuch filthy diſcourſe, till 
twelve or one o'clock in the morning ſometimes, that 
I uſed often to put my fingersinto my ears that I might 
not hear their wickedneſs, which was very grievous to 
me. By keeping my fingers in my ears fo long, it 
became very tireſome to me, and uſed to make me 
ſweat much. Now the number of us all who were in 
the ward was twelve; and I uſed to go night and 
morning upon my knees, although the people were in 
the ward; yet not without much grief of mind often, 
for they would be talking about one fooliſh thing or 
another, notwithſtanding I was an example to them 
all. | 
Now I had read in the ſcripture of one that uſed to 
ſerve God night and day, by faſting and prayer. Now had 
this woman ſerved ſo as ta eat no food night or day, as 
my dark underſtanding comprehended it, ſhe would have 
ſoon have been a corpſe. However, I then took to 
faſting, thinking that would mortify the luſt of the fleſh; 
and ſometimes I would faſt three whole days in a week, 
and that for four and twenty hours at a time. Now I 
uſed to be obliged to ſmoke tobacco, in order to take 
away the keenneſs of my appetite; and yet inſtead of 
having my mind towards God, as my fooliſh heart 
thought I ſhould by faſting, it was more a great deal 
taken off, for being ſo long without victuals, wy mind 
was ſet after that often more than after God; yet 1 
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was ſo fooliſh at that time, that I did not perceive 
this. | 
Again, if I wanted any grace, I would faſt for it, 
thinking that the Lord would have me to do ſo ; but 
one day, as I was thinking about this, that ſcripture out 
of the 18th of Luke came to mind, where it is ſaid 
that the phariſee faſted twice a week, and gave tythes 
of all that he had, and yet for ail this the publican was 
accepted before him, This gave me a great check 
concerning falling for grace; but while I uſed to faſt 
fo, I had read, in Matthew vi. 16, what Chriſt ſaid to 
his diſciples about it in theſe words: When ye faſt, 
be not as the hypocrites, of a ſad countenance ; for 
they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto 
men to faſt; verily, I fay unto you, they have their 
reward: but thou, when thou faſteſt, anoint thine head, 
and waſh thy face ; that thou appear not unto men to 
faſt, but unto thy Father which is in ſecret, and thy 
Father which ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall reward thee openly.“ 
Now I knew that God was my Father, by the love 
which I felt to him; therefore I knew that this ſcrip- 
ture ſpoke to me, although I had not a perfect under- 
ſtanding of it; I ſaw that in this ſcripture the Lord 
was diſpleaſed with the phariſces, becauſe what they 
did was for to be ſeen of men, to have the praiſe of 
men; but the Lord knew my heart, that I did not 
want to do fo; therefore I uſed to waſh my face, and 
| comb out my hair, that I might not appear to men to 
faſt: but the Lord never meant by this ſcripture that 

J ſhould faſt as I did, LR Fe 
I will now give you my judgment of faſting. I be- 
lie ve it is the will of the Lord, that when I make an ap- 
pointment to go to prayer to the Lord, that J ſhould 
abſtain from food while I am praying to God, becauſe 
I could 
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I could not have my mind ſo attentive on the Lord, 
to watch what the Lord would ſay unto me, as my 
mind would be taken off about the food. There is 
A time to embrace the food which ſupports us, and 
there is a time that we ſhould abſtain from embracing 
it; not but that, whether I eat or drink, I ſhould do it 
all ro the glory of the Lord, for it is ſaid that it is 
ſanctified by the word of God and prayer. 1 Tim. iv. 5. 
The meaning is this: it is made good to us, firſt, by 
the word of God allowing us to be partakers of it, and 
ſecondly, by the prayer of faith for God to bleſs it to 
us, I believe, alſo, that, as God has appointed the 
preaching of his word, that it is the duty of every one 
that can go to hear it, and that it is right in the ſight 
of God for every one to eat at home, it they have 
got any thing to eat, before they go to hear the word 
of God, that they may be attentive to the word of 
their Father, that the Lord may feed their ſouls by the 
miniſtry of the word. I believe, alſo, if a man makes 
an appointment to read the holy ſcriptures, that he 
ſhould eat his food firſt, before he reads the word, that 
he may read it fo as to profit by it; and I am cer- 
tain this is the beſt way; not but that a man or wo- 
man, if they have no other time but their meal-times 
to read the word, may do as well as they can. 

But again, faſting doth ſignify ſelf-denial, as denying 
of our ſenſual appetites, as it is ſaid, © Set your af- 
fections above, and not on thoſe things upon the earth.” 
Col. iii. 2. But as for any other faſting, the word of 
God doth not command, for it is not that which 
entereth into the man that defileth the man, when 
he eateth or drinketh in moderation, © but that which 
cometh out of the heart that defileth the man.“ Matt. 


xv. 11, 18, 
Now 


686. 


Now about this time there was à man came to me, 
who uſed to hold Weſley's doctrines, but the priſon 
ers, when he came into the ward, uſed us very ill; they 
threw water at us in the ward where we were ſitting, 
ſo that the poor man was glad to get off. Now I 
have really thought that God permitted this, becauſe 
he ſhould not come and ſee me, that he might not de- 
lude me into their wicked doctrines, for as yet I did 
not know the doctrine of election, and I remember 
he ſpoke much againſt that. Now there came ano- 
ther man to ſee me from Chatham, named Bennett, 
the fame name as myſelf, and he came and aſked whe- 
ther my name was Bennett. I told him yes; fo he 
aſked me whether I knew any thing of the Lord, and 
I told him as well as I was able, by which he perceiv- 
ed the work of God upon my ſoul, and ſeemed to 
have much reſpect for me. He alſo diſcourſed upon 
the doctrine of election, and ſhewed me, from the 
gth chapter of the Romans, that God would have 
mercy on whom he would have mercy ; and that it was 
not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but 
of God that ſheweth mercy, ver. 15, 16. I received 
what the man ſaid, and never reſiſted a word of all that 
he ſpake, to the beſt of my knowledge. This man I 
really think was ſent of God to eſtabliſh my ſoul in that 
bleſſed doctrine, or at leaſt to inſtruct me in it, and to 
move my foul after it, that I might have it rooted in 
my heart. Now at his departure he gave me a ſhil- 
ling, and left me a book called the Golden Treaſure, 
and a couple of little books beſides. A very little 
while after this my foul began to be troubled about 
this doctrine, for one ſcripture would ſeem for- it, and 
another againſt it. That ſcripture out of 2 Pet. iii. g. 
where it is ſaid, The Lord is not ſlack concerning his 
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promiſe, as ſome men count ſlackneſs; but is long- 
ſuffering to us-ward, not willing that any ſhould pe- 
riſh, but that all ſhould come to repentance ;'—the 
word, not any ſhould periſh,” and the word, he was 
© willing that a thould come to repentance,” me- 
thought theſe meant to every living ſoul that God had 
created ; but I made a miſtake, for Peter was there 
ſpeaking to the church only, as our Lord ſpake in 
Matt. xviii. 13, 14, concerning the loft ſheep, Even 
fo it is not the will of your father which is in heaven 
that one of theſe little one ſhould periſh.” Now the 
words little one” doth ſignify one of little faith, or little 
love, as you may fee in the 1cth verſe of the ſame 
chapter: Take heed,” ſays Chrift, that ye deſpiſe 
not one of theſe little ones; take notice that he doth 
admoniſh the wicked here; © for I ſay unto you, that 
in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my 
Father which is in heaven.“ Ye may ſee, in Matt. 
xiv. 31, that he ſays, © O thou of little faith, wherefore 
didſt thou doubt? 

There was another ſcripture alſo that I ſtumbled at 
from James v. 14, 15, where it is faid, © Is any fick 
among you? Let them call for the elders of the church; 
and let them pray over him, anointing him with oll in 
the name of the Lord: and the prayer of faith ſhall 
ſave the ſick, and the Lord ſhall raife him up; and if 
he have committed fins, they ſhall be forgiven him." 
Thoſe words, © Is any ſick among you ?* methought 
any neighbour among you, let him ſend for the el- 
ders of the church,” and that the prayer of faith ſhould 
fave one of thoſe neighbours, and if he had committed 
ſins they ſhould be forgiven him : but I was miſtaken in 
this alſo, for the words © any among you' mean any 
brother or ſiſter among you; but, as Paul fays, 
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© When I was a child, I underſtood as a child; but 
when I became a man, I put away childiſh things;' ſo 
I can ſay, as well as Paul, I have now put away ſuch 
childiſh things. 

Now theſe ſcriptures out of Peter and James uſed to 
ſeem to me to contradict that in the gth of Romans 
concerning God raiſing up Pharaoh to deſtroy him ; 
therefore, being troubled in ſpirit, I prayed to the Lord 
that he would ſhew me the right way, for I was at my 
wit's end, and knew not what to do; and the Lord was 
entreated of me as ſure as he was of Iſaac (Gen. xxv. 
2:), and as he faith in another ſcripture, © he hath not 
deſpiſed the prayer of the afflicted, but when he crieth 
he heareth him* (Pſalm xxii. 24); and from that 
day, and forward, the Lord appeared to me much to 
. open the ſcripture, and theſe were the texts he opened 
unto me: Acts ii. 39, when Peter was ſpeaking to 
the people at the day of Pentecoſt, © for the promile,' 
fays he, is unto you, and to your children, and to all 
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God 
ſhall call.“ In theſe words, © even as many as the 
Lord our God ſhall call, I ſaw election and predeſti- 
nation; and likewiſe, in the 47th verſe of the ſame 
chapter, the Lord ſhewed me election, where it is ſaid, 
© and the Lord added to the church daily ſuch as ſhould 
be ſaved,” Here I ſaw that the Lord gave them a 
heart to come and to believe. Likewiſe, in Acts xiii. 
48, where it is ſaid, © and when the Gentiles heard this, 
they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord, 
and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed. 
Here God gave me a clear manifeſtation that none 
believed but thoſe who were appointed in Chrilt to 
have eternal life. Bleſſed be God for this ſcripture, 
for I had believed in Chriſt, and none could believe 
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without God gave them power, and thoſe who did 
believe were appointed to eternal life. He that 
followeth me,” ſays Chriſt, © ſhall not walk in darkneſs, 
but ſhall have the light of life.” And ſo I found, bleſ- 
ſed be his holy name. And there was another text 
out of Romans viii. where it is written, © for whom he 
did foreknow, he alſo did predeſtinate, to be conformed 
to the image of his Son, that he might be the firſt- born 
among many brethren: moreover, whom he did pre- 
deſtinate, them he called; and whom he called, them 
he alſo juſtified; and whom he juſtified, them he alſo 
glorified.” Ver. 29, 30. 

Now I could not at this time make out my calling ſo 
clear as I could the word juſtified, becauſe, when I was 
ſet at liberty, a paſſage of the ſame 1mport came to me 
as I mentioned before, which may be found in the Acts 
of the Apoſtles, chap. xiii. Be it known unto you, 
that through this man is preached the forgiveneſs of 
ſins, and all that believe on him are juſtified from all 
things.“ Now I knew that they who believed were 
juſtified; and I had believed on him, and therefore I 
knew that I was juſtified from all things; and as I be- 
lie ved, I knew I was a child of God; and again I knew 
that I was a child of God by the love that I had felt to 
him, and by an hatred to my former ways. Now as I 
knew I was juſtified, | knew alſo I was predeſtinated to 
be juſtified; and as I was pardoned, I ſhould be glorified. 
Theſe ſcriptures now made me to rejoice, becauſe they 
were ſuitable to my need, and it made me to love the 
Lord a good deal more, as it is written, © we love him, 
becauſe he firſt loved us. 

Now bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and let all within me 
bleſs his holy name! O, my brethren, what a good 


thing it is to know we are predeſtinated to eternal life 
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in Jeſus. O Jeſus, thou art my beloved, thou art he 
that haſt redeemed my ſoul from the lowermoſt hell, 
and thou ſhalt cauſe it, who haſt redeemed it, to glorify 
thee! My ſoul ſhall make her boaſt in the Lord, and 
the humble ſhall hear thereof and be glad. O love 
the Lord, ye children of the moſt high, for his won- 
derful goodneſs that he hath done toward us. O, when 
my ſoul thinketh of theſe things, it would bleſs thee 
for ever and ever, O my God and father, that hath 
loved me with an everlaſting love in Jeſus, keep me 
humble. O, my Lord, lead thou me into thy truth; 
make me, O my God, an obedient child; keep me 
from thoſe ſinful luſts which difpleaſe thee, and let thy 
great goodneſs animate my heart after thee in all thy 
Ways. | 
Now, after I got over this trial, judging it would be 
better if I could get into another ward, I ſpoke to a 
man who had a ward to himſelf, that I might abide with 
him, and there was leave granted me; ſo 1 went into 
it, for I thought I could ſerve the Lord better there 
* than continuing where I was. The very ſame day, 
that I moved into this ward, there came the before 
named Mr. Bennett from Chatham to ſee me again; 
and another perſon, who had heard of me, came with 
him at the ſame time. Now in the cloſe of their con- 
verſation, Mr. Bennett mentioned a matter concerning 
a young man who had made away with himſelf, who 
had belonged to the meeting that he belonged to, and 
that he was a finger there, and much beloved among 
the people; and likewiſe they judged him to be a child 
of God; and by this young man hanging himſelf, a 
great deal of trouble came upon the children of God, 
fearing, no doubt, that if God left one fo to fall, he 
might any of the reſt, While I heard all this, and 
much 
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much more, it being alſo the temptation which I had 
been greatly tempted with, I was very much afraid 
that I ſhould fall into the ſame, or at leaſt put an end 
to my exiſtence, if not in the ſame way. 

Now I was exceedingly caſt down, and every {crip- 
ture that proved a refuge for me now was become of 
no power. I now fell into deep deſpair, and was co- 
vered with darkneſs, and, as David fays, © the light of 
mine eyes was gone from me.“ I was very loth at 
this time that my friends who had come to ſee me 
ſhould depart from me, for I was afraid of being left 
alone, thinking the devil would have power over me, 
ſo that I ſhould make away with myſelf : nevertheleſs, 
I do not remember that I told them I was ſo tempted; 
and, if I had, I do not think I ſhould have had any 
comfort adminiſtered to me, ſo as to ſupport my ſoul, 
for I heard Mr. Bennett ſay, that it was thought, or he 
thought, I will not be ſure which, that if he did it, 
knowing what he was about, he was gone to hell, but 
if he did it, and was out of his mind, he was gone to 
heaven; yet this was a very ignorant concluſion; for, 
firſt, they did allow him to be a child of God, and, if 
a Child, then an heir of God, for God ſays he will be 
their God, and they ſhall be his people. Jer. xxxi. 
33. Now, as he ſays he will be their God, then God 
himſelf muſt be their inheritance, and, being their God, 
he has ſworn by his holineſs to fave them, as it is 
written, © I will ſave them out of all their dwelling 
places wherein they have ſinned, and will cleanſe them: 
ſo ſhall they be my people, and I will be their God.” 
Now their dwelling places mean themſelves (Ezekiel 
xxvii. 23), and God has promiſed to fave them out of 
themſelves, and this muſt be a fin for a man to murder 
himſelf, Now wherever a man fins a ſin, there is a 

promiſe 
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promiſe in this text to pardon their fin, as he ſays, * 1 
will fave them out of all their dwelling places, and will 
cleanſe them; and this muſt be done in this world 
before they depart from it, for there is no work, nor 
device, nor wiſdom, in the grave whither thou goeſt.” 
But if a man murders himſelf, ſin has the dominion, and 
not grace, which God hath promiſed ſhall reign, 
through righteouſneſs, unto eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt. 
Rom. v. 21. A man that murders himſelf cannot ſue 
for pardon, for his life is gone, and Jeſus Chriſt doth 
not fulfil his office, he is not faithful to his Father, nor 
faithful to his people; then how can he be called the 
faithful and true witneſs? Rev. iii. 14. Beſides, he 
was called Jeſus, to ſave his people from their ſins 
(Mat. 1. 21), and not to let his people die in their 

fins. | 
But again, Chriſt has promiſed to his beloved, that 
ſome allow may go to hell, which is very wrong— 
© Behold,” fays he, © I give you power over ſerpents, 
and over ſcorpions, and over all the power of the 
enemy, and nothing ſhall by any means hurt thee.” 
Luke x. 19. Now although a child of God may fin, 
yet in this text, there is power to prevail with God in 
prayer to get pardon of fin, and peace in their own 
conſcience, and power given them over all the power 
of the enemy; therefore, if a man is promiſed power 
over all the power of the enemy, which Chriſt is al- 
mighty to perform (Rev. 1. 8), how can the devil have 
power over a child of God, to make him murder 
himſelf? for although a child of God may commit fin, 
yet he ſhall have power to call upon God to deliver 
him from that fin, for he was called Jeſus to ſave his 
people from their ſins, but he doth not ſave them 
without prayer: he is called rich to all that ſhall call 
upon 
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upon his name, but not riches to be brought to their 
ſoul without prayer; but if a man doeth that ſin, fo as 
to murder himſelf, he cannot call upon the Father, nor 
yet upon Jeſus, to ſave him from his ſin, for he is de- 
parted, and ſin has got the dominion; but this cannot be 
with a child of God, for God has ſpoken, and cannot 
lie; he that believeth in Jeſus ſhall be preſerved in 
Jeſus with an everlaſting ſalvation, he ſhall not be 
aſhamed nor confounded world without end. Ifaiah 
xlv. 17. Beſides, the word of God faith thus, No 
weapon that is formed againſt-thee ſhall proſper; and 
every tongue that ſhall riſe againſt thee in judgment 
thou ſhalt condemn: this is the heritage of the ſervants 
of the Lord, and their righteouſneſ is of me, faith the 
Lord: —and if they have not power to call upon his 
name, he has given them a promiſe that he will give 
them power, as it is written, © and I will bring the third 
part through fire, and will refine them as ſilver is re- 
fined, and try them as gold is tried; they ſhall call upon 
my name, and I will hear them; I will fay, It is my 
people; and they ſhall fay, The Lord is my God.” 
Thus God ſecures his own people on every hand; and 
he that cannot lie will perform it; and God is witneſs 
that I know this text by experience, and through many 
tribulations did I enter into the power of it; but not at 


the time I was told about this young man's fall, for I 
had not been tried to know the power of the ſcriptures 


then as I have been ſince. But now for the relation of 
the deliverance I had at that time, when I was fo 
forely tempted, and was in defpair of all the work of 
God upon my ſoul. 

Now this Mr. Bennett brought a book with him, 
which was an old Scotch miniſter's, and the author's 


name was Welch: this book was very encouraging to 
I me, 


. 


me, and God comforted me much by it, and by this 
the temptation wore off my mind; and theſe texts of 
ſcripture were much ſtrength to me at times, out of 
Romans viii. 38, 39, where I uſed to take Paul's words 
to myſelf, ſaying, when I uſed to feel the love of God 
in my heart, that I was perſuaded that neither death, 
nor life, nor principalities, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor things preſent, nor things to come, nor any 
other creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate me from the 
love of God in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord.” But when the 
love of God was abated upon my ſoul, the devil would 
ſay, Are you perſuaded nothing ſhall be able to ſe- 
parate you from the love of God upon your ſoul ? 
Now I could not ſay that I was ſure of it, but I uſed to 
anſwer him, © I think nothing ſhall be able to ſeparate 
me from the love of God. 

The Lord at this time uſed to fill my ſoul with much 
love to his word, to read it, and to give me comfort 
five or ſix times a day, I think. Now the com- 


pany of the wicked was very odious to me; and I ſaw | 


their ſtate was Geplorable, and I now knew that they 
could not enter the glonous manſions above, except 
God wrought a change in their hearts, Now as I ab- 
horred their ways, ſo they abhorred mine, and this was 
an evidence to me that I was of God, and this ſcripture 

uſed to confirm me in it; © An unjuſt man is an abo- 
mination to the juſt, and he that is upright in the way is 
an abomination to the wicked.“ Prov. xxix. 27. Now 


the Lord daily comforted me, and gave me freſh life 


and hght in my foul; and this uſed to ſtrengthen my 
faith, cauſe me to abound in hope, and keep me much 


at a throne of glace, and the name of Jeſus was very 
ſweet to me. 


Now the man who gave me leave to come into the 
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ward 
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ward where he was got his liberty, by which means I had 
the whole to myſelf for a little while. At this time, on 
reading Mr, Welch's book, I found him to be-a man 
for much prayer, and the power of God ſeemed to reſt 
greatly upon his foul, and God appeared to bleſs his 
miniſtry exceedingly. Now this man uſed to ſay he 
wondered how people could reſt in their beds all night, 
and not get up to prayer: now I reading of this, and 
having the love of God in my heart, was very willing to 
do any thing which any good man had done before me; 
but being in the room by myſelf, Satan took every 
advantage of my weakneſs, for, when | uſed to get out 
of the hammoc in which I laid, to go to prayer at 
night, then I uſed to be tempted to think the devil was 
behind me, on which I uſed to turn my head to look 
behind to ſee whether it was ſo or no, or afraid he 
ſhould lay hold of me. This uſed to terrify me fo 
much, that my prayers were but of little worth, and 
made me afraid to get out of my hammoc at night. 
Now I thought it would do as well to ſay them in bed 
as if I got out at that time of night, to be terrified as J 
was; but the devil would tempt me, and ſay, © You muſt 
get out of bed, and ſay them; and often I was obliged 
to do ſo, for fear I ſhould diſpleaſe the Lord. At the 
ſame time of the night, when he uſed to tempt me to 
get out to prayer, he would tempt me allo with the old 
temptation to kill myſelf; not that I wanted to do 


ſo. 


Now when I uſed to get out to prayer in the night, 
the iron that was about my leg uſed to make a noiſe, 
and, what with my prayer together, diſturbed ſome of 
thoſe priſoners wiio laid in the ward under me; and 1 ic 
ſo happened one day, that I went down to the gate 
of the common live priſoners, to give ſome broth, 
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or ſomething elſe, away to them; but while I was there, 
one of them began to ſwear at me moſt bitterly indeed, 
becauſe he ſaid 1 diſturbed him of his reſt in the night. 
Now in a very few days after this God ſtruck that ſame 
man that uſed me fo ill with a white ſwelling on his knee, 
ſo that it drew his leg up that he could not walk, nor ever 
could walk well upon it while he was in the gaol; thus 
God fulfilled his word, © J will contend with them that 
contend with thee, and they that ſtrive with thee ſhall 
periſh.” | 

Now a little while after this there came a man into 
the priſon, who was a taylor by trade, but his crime 
was ſuch that it would be indecent to mention ; how- 
ever he pleaded not guilty, and I thinking he was not, 
in natural pity took him into my room, or got leave for 
him to come there, Now this man having hardly any 
thing to ſupport him, I gave him ſome of mine, 
While I thus fed him, he for a little while appeared 
religious : but, as I found he got money by working at 
his trade 1n the gaol, I began to leave off giving him my 
ſubſtance, eſpecially as he laid out his money in beer, 
inſtead of buying food: yet I uſed to be very much 
diſtreſſed in my mind, from ſuch texts of ſcripture as 
theſe; © Give to them that aſk thee, and from them 
that would borrow of thee, turn not thou away ;* but 
it was the devil that impreſſed theſe ſcriptures upon my 
mind, in order to bring me into bondage, for 1 ſeldom 
could eat my dinner, but what I muſt give ſome to 
this man, thinking it was of God, although at times 1 
uſed to think it was not; and I really think it was not 
of God; for firſt, when God ſays, © Give to them that 
aſk thee,” the word *© give, ſpeaks to a man that has it 
in his power ſo to do, but it was not in my power, for 
I gave to him when I wanted it myſelf, A gain, for a 
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man to aſk, he muſt aſk out of need; but it was not fo 
with him, for he earned money at his work, which had 
he took care of, he might in ſome meaſure have had 
wherewith to ſupply his need. Again, © and from him 
that would borrow of thee, turn not thou away.” Now 
2 man muſt have wherewith to lend, before another can 
borrow of him; but I often had not a ſufficiency for 
myſelf, therefore how could I lend to another. How- 
ever, as I grew in faith, I got rid of theſe bur- 
dens. 
I now ſoon began to have freſh diſcoveries of the 
Lord in reading the bleſſed bible, and one or two more 
good books; and at this time I uſed to read the word 
with my heart filled with love to the Lord, and weep- 
ing over it, for the conſolation it held forth, and for the 
love I had to it, and to the Lord, who was the author 
of it. Now did the Lord make me to rejoice in the 
work of his hand, for he had turned my mourning into 
dancing, and my heavineſs into praiſe. Now was 
prayer exceeding ſweet to me, and I was filled with 
hungerings and thirſtings after the Lord. Now the 
Lord became my chief treaſure, and fin became ex- 
ceeding ſinful in my ſight, and exceeding hateful, If I 
committed any fin, I would go down upon my knees 
and confeſs it to my Father which is in heaven, ex- 
petting mercy for his dear Son's fake; and, bleſſed be 
my Father, he never turned away my prayers, but gave 
me a kiſs, and it was ſoon made up. My heart would 
ſoon be filled with love to him again, and guilt was re- 
moved from off my conſcience, and my ſoul continued 
praiſing God. 

About this time I had a perſon who lent me one of 
Mr. Whitfield's journals, and a large book of letters; 


in theſe I often read with great regard, and found ſuch 
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Jove to the author as I am not able to utter, wiſhing 
with my whole heart I could have been with ſuch a man 
as him. In reading theſe books my eyes would be 
filled with tears; and, when I uſed to read of the many 
fouls converted to God by his miniſtry, I was ſwallow- 
ed up in love to God, to the author, and to the people 
to whom he was a bleſſing. I can truly ſay, I remem- 
ber at this time thoſe days with tears in my eyes, wiſh- 
ing it was ſo with me now, and with ſorrow of heart to 
think I ſhould give way to thoſe things which are often 
the caule of my Father hiding his face. I can truly ſay, - 
in a great meaſure, I know what it is to be full, and I 
know what it is to be hungry; I know what it is to be 
exalted, and I know what it is to be humbled. I am 
conſtrained often, through many foul infirmities, teinp- 
tations, and diſtreſs of mind, and by hearing and ſeeing 
what I do, to wiſh it was with me as in months paſt, 
when the rock poured me out rivers of oil; yea, and 
oſten to wiſh J had died in my firſt love: then I ſhould 
not have gone through the troubles I have experienced. 
Yet, at times, I am reſigned to his will, and can fee and 
oven theſe troubles are for my good. 

But now, while I was under theſe ſweet days of Ji- 
berty, 1 have all at once felt the love of God come fo 
powerfully on my ſoul, that I have ſuddenly burſt into 
tears, with my heart filled with thankſgivings to God, 
ſo that many people might have heard me ſome diſtance 
off. I have alſo, and God bears me witneſs, been at 
times ſo filled with power in my ſoul, to pray, to praiſe, 
and bleſs the Lord, that I have forgot as it were where 
I was; I have bowed at the ſame time with my face to 
the ground while I was praying and praiſing of God, 
not knowing which way to be humble enough for the 
mercies which I was daily receiving from him, crying 
out 
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out for all the angels in heaven to praiſe his name, 
becauſe I was not able to praiſe him enough myſelf, 
O what doth not a ſenſible knowledge of God's love to 
a ſinner, ſeeing and feeling himſelf redeemed from ever- 
laiting deſtruction, bring into his heart! Indeed and in 
truth, it is God's everlatting love in Chriſt that makes 
a ſoul ſo humble before God. Secieg I had got a 
never fading promiſe, filled me with holy gratitude and 
reverence before my Lord, I declare, before God, 
who is the ſearcher of all hearts, that I cannot find 
words to deſcribe what I have felt. That text in Pe- 
ter, where it is ſaid, though you ſee him not yet, be- 
lieving, ye rejoice with joy unſpeakable, and full of 
glory' (1 Peter i. 8), I have felt with great power; yet, 
when J in thoſe days felt this great joy, and love, and 
peace, I was not without a croſs of perſecution, and eſ- 
pecially from the man that I took into the ward with 
me, for he uſed to get drunk, and bring others into it 
with him, to play at cards, and to toſs up for beer, and 
then fall out with one another and go to fighting ; and 
by this my books would be knocked or thrown down, 
Ile would tell me allo that my God had a black face; 
what he meant was the devil, which he ſaid was my 
God, 

Now while they were getting drunk, and rioting as 
they did, I could by no means compoſe myſelt to read, 
or to go upon my knees to prayer, for their wickedneſs 
was ſo great, and ſo abominable to me, that ] did not 
like to go near them, and therefore I was obliged to 
keep out of my ward till they locked us up at night. 
When that time came, thoſe men who were drinking 
with him would go out, becauſe they belonged to other 
wards; but he uſed to lead me a ſad life when he was in 


the ward with me, and I uſed to ſigh and groan much 
I 4 | through 
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through the oppreſſion I went under; yea, he has com- 
manded me, when he has been drunk, to pull off his 
ſtockings, as if he had authority over me, and I have 
been forced to obey his. voice, for fear I ſhould have 
offended God, becauſe ſuch ſcriptures as theſe Satan im- 
preſſed upon me: © Do good to them that aſk thee, and 
do good to them that hate thee.” But when the Lord 
ſays, * do good to them that aſk thee,” it doth mean, to 
do good to a man when he is incapable of doing that 
which he aſketh another to do for him, and likewiſe 
when he aſketh in a humble manner, and not from pre- 
ſumption. Now to prove this, Paul ſays, Be ye fol- 
lowers of God, as dear children.” Epheſ. v. 1. If 
therefore I am to foilow the Lord, hearken to what the 
Lord ſays, for it is written, © God reſiſteth the proud, but 
giveth grace unto the humble.“ James iv. 6. Now if 
I follow God as he willeth, I ſhould reſiſt the proud as 
he doth, therefore ſee how our Lord reſiſted one when 
he was on the earth, at the time he was ſpeaking to the 
people, Luke xii. 13, 14: it is there noticed, that one 
of the company ſaid unto him, © Maſter, ſpeak to my 
brother, that he divide the inheritance with me; but he 
faid unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider 
over you?” 1 hus God the Saviour reſiſted his proud 
carnal requeſt, But again, Do good to them that hate 
thee;” that is, if I have it in my power, and ſee it is 
God's will, and ſo will in his will, but not of force or 
controul; it is not meant for a man that hateth me to 
force me againſt my will to perform any thing that his 
enmity chooſeth. There were ſome that ſaid to our 
Lord, © Shew us a ſign from heaven,” who hated him; 
but he was not obedient to their voice, but rebuked 
them, and ſaid, a wicked and adulterous generation 
ſecketh aſter a hgn, and there ſhall no ſign be given 
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Now, after many trials with this man, I got him out 
of the ward; and, a little while after this the Lord 
ſtruck him with a dropſy, and he was bloated very 
much indeed: not only this, but he got bad legs, and he 
ſmelt to ſtrong, that it was almoſt unbearable to fic 
near him; and ſoon after this he died with theſe diſor- 
ders, and I really believe he died without hope; there- 
fore © woe unto the world becauſe of offences! for it 
muſt needs be that offences come ; but woe to that man 
by whom the offence cometh!” Matt. xvin. 7. 

Now I had not, when this man uſed me ſo ill, been 
ſet at liberty quite a twelvemonthz and the March aſ- 
ſizes drawing very near to come on, there came in a pri- 
ſoner, for ſetting one or two houſes on fire, whoſe name 
was Paſſmore, who had been conſtable at Deptford, and 
was the very man that had charge of me, and the other 
two, to bring us down to Maidſtone. Now it came to 
paſs, as I had a little diſcourſe with him, that he per- 
ceived a great alteration in me, and, as he expected that 
he ſhould be caſt for death, he choſe that I ſhould 
come to viſit him. About this time, I remember, I had 
a great ſpirit of prayer in my ſoul to God, that he 
would bleſs me to ſome ſoul. Now at this aſſize there 
were ſome who were caſt for death, and five of theſe 
were left to die, and of this number the conſtable was 
one, who had ſet the houſes on fire, and he deſired me to 
come down into the dungeon to him. When I came 
down, I began to ſpeak to them that were there the 
word of God out of St. John's goſpel, but I cannot re- 
collect the chapter now. It was but little that I knew 
ar that time to ſpeak ; nevertheleſs I could ſpeak of 


what I had felt with authority, although it were but 
little, 
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little, and the Lord bleſſed the word with power; but 
not to the man that aſked me to come down to him, 
but to a young man, who was a ſhipwright by trade, 
who had been caſt for death for an highway robbery, 
who had ſaid, before he was caſt for death, that there 
was no place of torment after a man was dead; but he 
ſoon believed it when the word that I ſpake came home 
with power to convict him of his ſins. But there was 
one down in the dungeon at the ſame time, who was one 
of thoſe who were appointed to die, that oppoſed me, 
and ſaid to this intent, that he knew as much as I did, 
and therefore he did not want to ſee me there ; but the 
Lord, knowing what he had for me to do, and who has 
ſaid he will work, and none ſhall let it (Ifatah xliii. 13), 
ſtruck this man ill, ſo that he ſhould not hinder my 
coming down the dungeon, and he got worſe and «» orle, 
till he went to be executed, and was obliged to be held 
up while the rope was fixed about his neck to hang him, 
and I believe died in an unclean ſtate : yet that one to 
whom the Lord ſent the word home with power, as I 
went to viſit him on the Sunday morning, and I think 
it was only two days before this that I firſt went to ſee 
him, ſaid to me, he thought he could fly to heaven, he 
was ſo happy. The Lord firſt convicted him of fin, and 
then bleſſed his word to draw his heart to feel after 
Chriſt, and to feel a love to him, and the Father alſo; 
yea, and a few days after this, as I had been ſpeaking to 
him of this text out of Zechariah xii. 10, where it is - 
ſaid, © and I will pour upon the houſe of David, and 
upon the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, the ſpirit of grace, 
and of ſupplication, and they ſhall look upon me whom 
they have pierced,” ſays Chriſt ; and this the Holy One 
ſpake before he aſſumed human nature, as ye may ſee by 
the prophet; and he ſays there that his own children 
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ſhall mourn for him—be confounded at this, O ye 
Arians that deſpiſe him—this young man hearing me 
ſpeak about Chriſt's ſufferings, I do think the Lord 
bleſſed it, becauſe he uſed to mourn over Chriſt after 
this, and often uſed to ſay after the tenor of theſe words, 
or the very words, © O, my Chriſt, what have I done 
againſt thee !! Now, I fay, it is a plain proof, that he 
had faith in Chriſt, by mourning to think he ſhould 
ſaffer for him; likewiſe he could not bear to be in the 
company of the reſt, becauſe they talked too much of 
this world. I had ſeveral that came to ſee him, who 
had heard of me, and ſome talked with him, and they all 
appeared to be ſatisfied that the work of God was upon 
his ſoul, Now the night before the day that he was to 
die, 1 was with him all night, and often he would be at 
prayer by himſelf, which I forgot to relate before: but 
the night I was with him, it might be about four o'clock 
in the morning, he began to be very uneaſy, and doubt- 
ed of all the work of God upon his foul, I perceived 
it came from the devil, and ſo I took the bible, and we 
ſat down, and I aſked him, when I had made out what 
the experience of a child of God was, whether he had 
not felt theſe things in his owa ſoul, and he ſaid yes; 
then I proved from the bible that he that found theſe 
things wrought in his own ſoul was a child of God, and 
the Lord bleſſed my labour with power, that it confirm- 
ed him, and comforted him in the things of God; and 
he went out that morning to be hanged, and was per- 
ſuaded that-what I had ſpoken was the experience on his 
own ſoul, and I do believe, when I depart this life, I ſhall 
lee him in that glorious habitation above. 

Now after this I took to reading of ſermons, in 
books which I had by me, to the priſoners, and ſome- 
times would tell them the meaning of what I read as 

well 
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well as I could; and ſometimes I uſed to read a chapter, 
and tell them the meaning of it as well as I could. Now 
one morning, while I was ſpeaking to the priſoners, there 
came in a young man into my ward to hear me, and I bid 
him fit down; I alſo took the bible, and ſpake from theſe 
words, © Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye 
upon him while he is near: let the wicked forſake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him re- 
turn unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, 
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon' (Iſaiah 
Iv. 6, 7); and what I ſpake was attended with power, for 
it never left him till he came to know in power Chriſt 
Jeſus the Lord. I had another or two who ſeemed to 
feel the power, but they fell back. 

Now as this young man was to be tranſported for 
ſeven years, he had half a crown a week as well as me, 
and as I had ſo much perſecution in the ward where 
we were, I reſolved that he and I would have ano- 
ther ward to ourſelves, for in the ward where I lay 
there was a ſhoemaker, who had by accident killed his 
wife; this man, when he got drunk by having ſome 
beer brought into the gaol, would be like a madman, 
both towards himſelf, and towards us that lay in the 
ward with him, and has threatened to kill me; and he 
being a woman's ſhoemaker, had his tools allowed him, 
eſpecially as he was on the maſter's ſide ; therefore I 
have been obliged to get out of bed of a night, and be 
upon my guard, for fear he ſhould take one of his 
knives and kill me; beſides, he ſwore ſo terribly that it 
grieved me very much. 

Now about this time alſo I uſed to be perſecuted 
much by the people who were in the gaol, for my 
ſpeaking to the priſoners; and God bleſſing me to one 
of them, ſtirred up their malice exceedingly; and, if we 


have been ſinging an hymn, we have been threatened to 
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be pulled out of the ward if we did not leave off. It 
would take me too much time to tell every thing that I 
have gone through. 

Now as I was determined to go out of the ward 
which I was in, I and this young man agreed with the 
governor to give him three and ſixpence per week for 
a room to ourſelves out of the five ſhillings we had a 
week betwixt us, and ſo truſt to the Lord to ſupport 
us. Now this ward that we got into was at the furtheſt 
end of the gaol, and ſo moſt out of the noiſe of the 
people, and it was pleaſant for a ſituation, for we could 
ſee miles into the country. Now in this room I enjoy- 
ed much of the preſence of God, and would read the 
bible much, and weep for the conſolation it brought to 
me; when I uſed to come to the name of Chriſt, I could 
not forbear kiſſing his dear name; many tears now 
dropped from my eyes upon the bible; I would alſo 
read it for hours together; yea, I uſed to think the time 
ran away too faſt, for I fain would have ſerved him 
more every day if I could; my body alſo was not able 
to contain the power which I found in my ſoul, for the 
power which | uſed to feel in prayer and in praiſe to the 
Lord, for his wonderful goodneſs, uſed to make my very 
head ache. I could likewife have wiſhed I never could 
go to ſleep, for my ſoul ever would live to the Lord. 
Now the very perſon that was with me, at times I wiſhed 
was out of the ward, that I might have no hinderance 
from praying and praiſing the Lord, for my ſoul was 
wholly transformed after Chriſt. O now, how did I love 
the Father of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt! I could call him 
Abba, Father, with confidence, yea, without the leaſt 
doubt in my foul. Six times a day I uſed to go to 
prayer upon my knees to the Lord, and I have been at 
times nearly for two hours upon my knees in prayer 

and 
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and praiſe to the Lord. If I fell into fin, I would go 


and acknowledge it to my Father which 1s in heaven, 
and I uſed ſoon to feel his pardoning love again. 

At this time I had but little concern upon me to get 
out of priſon, for methought if I were out of priſon, I 
could not have enjoyed more of God than I did ; there- 
fore while 1 felt this power I was content in the place 
where I was in. At this time allo what a felt hatred 
had I to fin; and ſo ſorry was I hikewife to read of 
God's people ſinning againſt him, How pleaſing and 
delighting it was to me when I uſed to read of the 
Lord's people walking according to his word; this uſed 
to fill my ſoul with ſuch holy longings to walk after 
their examples, that it is out of my power to relate, 
The names now of the ſaints were ſweet unto me; I 
could not well help kiſſing their names when I read of 
them, and my God did enlighten me exceedingly into 
his word; and all that I ſtood in need of, which God 
made me ſenſible of, I uſed to go to the Lord for, for I 
knew he was to give it me. If I were going among 
the priſoners, I always was warned of the danger that 
might befall me, fo that I uſed to pray to God to deliver 
me from their uſing me ill, knowing that he was the 
God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, and that nothing could 
hurt me, except he gave them leave. I hardly ever 
drank with any one of them for months end to months 
end, although they uſed often to aſk me; and many of 
them who were priſoners, ſeeing me come palt them, 
would pull off cheir hats to me. 

At this time the Lord kept me with much power, fo 
that they could not find the leaſt fault in me, except it 
was in this, concerning the law of my God, (Daniel vi. 
5) that I was more ſtrict then needs be, and that I found 
fault with the Parſon or Clergyman that preached in the 
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gaol; yea, and well I might, for he would preach a 
whole ſermon, and never mention the name of Chriſt 
perhaps in it. The people who fat under him might 
go to ſleep, and not be diſturbed, for his doctrine was 
that which would lull them to fleep, yea, and ſo never 
wake any more; but they could not fit under my doc- 
trine ſo, for I ſpake in the power of the Holy Ghoſt, of 
what I felt in my own ſoul, ſo that it would make them 
tremble; for I have often ſaid to them, that if my God 
would give me ſtrength, I would be cut to pieces by 
inches, before I would fin againſt him. My foul feeling 
that powerful demonſtration in my own heart of his 
love, I could ſpeak it with gravity and ſincerity (Titus 
ji. 7), having at the ſame time an approbation from my 
Father that I ſpoke truth, My ſoul now was like a 
watered garden that faileth not, and peace flowed into 
it like a river, as it is ſaid, I will reveal unto them the 
abundance of peace and truth.” Now was my ſoul all 
glorious within, and out of my ivory palace the King 
was made glad. I had now drank of the beſt wine of 
the kingdom, and my heavineſs was turned into joy; I 
had put off my mourning now, and got into danc- 
ing. 

When I think of theſe times, and what I have felt, 
it makes me wiſh I had them again. O that my God 
would keep my heart as he did then, and not ſuffer it to 
wander as it doth from him. How thankful would my 
foul be to God, if he would but preſerve me as he did 
then. O what times were theſe to my foul! If I waked 
out of my fleep, my ſoul was diſſolved in love to my 
God. O my God, O my God! | weep with longing it 
was ſo now; nevertheleſs it is good that | have been 
afflicted. The Lord doth not love me without a ma- 
rifeſtation of his love, alhovgh both ſaint and ſinner 
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have perſecuted me; but as he that liveth, my own heart, 
to the beſt of my judgment, has been the moſt trouble 
tome. O ye fools, if ye knew your own hearts, as my 
Lord has made me to know mine, ye would not talk 
of perfection in the fleſh; ye would ſee the neceſſity 
of the perſection of Chriſt being put upon you. 

Now while I uſed to be employed in this moſt hea- 
venly delight, I had lent me one of Mr. Huntington's | 
books, which was the Bank of Faith, Now this book, 
I can ſpeak in the preſence of God who ſearcheth the 
hearts of men, was made uſeful to me, to learn me to 
live more by faith, for many times I was much tried for 
want of food, as well as he. I hardly ever uſed to read 
this book, but what I uſed to weep over it, and to feel 
exceeding love to the perſon who wrote it, although 1 
never had ſeen him. I have read ſome other books of 
his, which have been uſeful to me. The Juſtification 
of a Sinner, and the Devil's Lawſuit, have been very 
inſtructing to me. | 

It would make this book bigger than J intend, were 
I to relate the temporal ſupplies that I have had while 
I continued in Maidſtone gaol, which my God did give 
me by prayer and ſupplication, both of money, victuals, 
and clothes; and one Edward Ruff, who lived in Kent, 
but I cannot name the place now, it might be about 
fix or ſeven miles from Maidſtone, was made a very 
good friend to me, and got me ſeveral pounds. There 
was another man who lived in the Borough of South- 
wark, named Ring, that was alſo a very good friend to 

me. 

Now there was a man in the gaol, named Williams, 
who was a tranſport; this man had been tried three and 
twenty times for his life, and ſeven times had broken out 
of priſon when in confinement ; he had alſo been deſ- 
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parate againſt the methodiſts in his time, and even 
pulled out people when in a place of worſhip, that they 
might not hear the word of God. Now this man, before 
I got acquainted with him, had been convicted in his 

own conſcience from God many times, and had made 
many reſolutions to leave off ſinning againſt the Lord, 
but ſtill fin got the maſtery over him. Now it hap- 
pened one day that his wife came down from London 
to ſee him, and he came on the ſame ſide of the priſon 
that I was, and came in to ſee me. Now after I had 
talked with him, we went to prayer, and after I was 
done prayer he went to prayer himſelf, and prayed moſt 
powerfully, and wept much; but he faid to me that he was 
afraid that he had ſinned the day of grace away; but I 
laboured againſt that, and endeavoured to comfort him, 
and was glad to ſee him fo ſenſible of fin as he was; I 
lent him a book alſo, that he might be inſtructed what to 
do; but, poor man, fin got the victory over him again, 
for he, and ſome more that were ia the ward with him, 
endeavoured to get out of the priſon, but they were 
found out, and he was put down the dungeon, and a 
neck-yoke put about his neck, which he got off, and 
likewiſe thoſe of the others that were with him. Then 
they put both his hands behind him, and handcuffed him 
in that poſition; but he got them off allo ; for he had 
ſewed a piece of woollen cloth to the hard ſkin of the 
ſole of his foot, and between the ſole of his foot and 
this piece of cloth he had got two ſaws, one for cutting 
iron, and another for cutting wood, and when he was 
handcuffed behind, he kneeled down, and got his hands 
which were behind him to the ſaw that was under the 
ſole of his foot for cutting iron, and laboured in that 


poſture, if poſſible to cut them off, and did by ſo doing 
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perform his intention; therefore the gaoler could do 
nothing with him, but keep him down in the dun- 
geon. 

Now one night, as he was thinking of cutting 
through the doors, yea, he had cut partly through the 
two dungeon doors, and if any body had offered to ſtop 
him, he intended to ſtab or murder him out of hand; — 
now while he thought of theſe things, it came into his 
mind what a dark place he was in, and then he thought 
again what a dark place hell muſt be; now while he 
was thinking of hell, his ſins that he had committed 
came to his mind, and that powerfully to convince him 
of ſin, as if a man were behind him reading in a book, 
and relating his ſins one after another; and as he laid his 
face down upon his bed, he was as if he were in the midſt 
of flames of fire; here he was ſenſibly convicted of ſin, 
and expected everlaſting deſtruction would be his por- 
tion. 

Now in ſome part of his life-time he had an intention 
to rob his grandmother, I think, and kill her, that ſhe, 
by knowing him, might not make a diſcovery. Now 
while he was under thoſe convictions, he was tempted 
to believe, that this {in was the fin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt; this drove him wholly into deſpair, and he was 
tempted to knock his head againſt the fide of the dun- 
geon that he might kill himſelf, but God kept him 
ſrom it; then he was tempted that he muſt faſt and 
pray, that it might be a means to prevail with God for 
mercy ; at this ſame time he was forbid by the gover- 
nor to have any thing elſe but the gaol allowance, 
which was three halfpenny worth of bread a day, and 
he would faſt from eating of this for two days together, 
[ think: thus the devil, if he could not get him to 
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murder himſelf one way, would try another if he 
could. 

Now it ſo happened, after about fix weeks that he 
had been in this ſituation, that a man who was caſt for 
death, that lay in the dungeon oppoſite to him, hearing 
of me that I viſited the priſoners, ſent for me to come 
down in the dungeon that he might hear the word of 
God; and when I went, I ſaw this Williams, who had 
been ſo many weeks under convictions and temptations, 
and he knowing of me, I ſpoke to him. He informed 
me of his trouble, and I felt for him, poor fellow, di- 
rectly, and ſpake the word of my God to him; I alſo 
made it my buſineſs to viſit him twice or thrice a day, 
gave him victuals every day, and loved him much. 
At this time he had liberty to come up the dungeon 
ſtairs in the day time, ſo that he could ſee to read, and 
any book that I could well ſpare I lent him, and the 
Lord bleſſed me to him, as his own mouth declared 
before witneſſes. Then I got leave for him to come 
up to my room on a Sunday to hear me ſpeak to the 
people; and this very man became an humble follower 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; but he went under much perſecution, 
and were I to relate the whole concerning what I know 
of him, I do think it would take me ſome ſheets of 
Paper. 

Now after he came out of the dungeon, he went into 
one of the wards, and began to ſpeak to the priſoners, 
and made it a rule among them to go to prayer morn- 
ing and evening; and there came a young man into the 
ward where he was, and the Lord ſent the word home to 
his heart, both to convict him of ſin, and to make him 
feel after Chriſt. There was alſo another, but he fell 
off. Now when I heard this, I got liberty to go 
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that ſide of the priſon, and the Lord bleſſed my labour 
to this young man, for, as I uſed to kneel down, and he 
cloſe by me, I did hear him labour in prayer 
with me for the power of the word; but a little while 
after this my ſon, who lived in the room with me, 
whoſe name was Hoſkinſon, and this man, whoſe name 
was Williams, whoſe converſion I have related, yea 
both of them were drafted away from me, and went to 
Botany Bay: yet till I had a young ſucking lamb left 
with me, which I endeavoured to feed, but he had got 
his trial to take, and there was an obligation laid upon 
him, as there is upon all priſoners when they go to take 
their trials, to plead guilty, or not guilty. Now as he 
was guilty of the crime, I perſuaded him to plead guilty, 
knowing there was an appointed time for man to die, 
and for telling the truth he would not die the ſooner, 
and if he told a lie, that would not fave his life, if the 
appointed time was come; beſides, I informed him, to 
the beſt of my remembrance, that if he told a he he 
would fin againſt God, and by which means he would 
bring trouble upon his own foul. Now he, having the 
grace of God in his heart, conſented to it, and, when he 
went up to the bar, pleaded guilty, and was caſt for 
death; but if he had not pleaded guilty, he would have 
ſurely been hung, for he had uſed the man ill whom he 
had robbed, and the man ſwore to this, therefore he 
would not have eſcaped the puniſhment, 

Now there were ſome more who were caſt for death 
with him, but all the reſt got reprieved but him. When 
I heard this, I went down to the dungeon to ſee him, 
expecting to find him caſt down; but when came there, 
I found him quite the reverſe, for God had been com- 
forting his ſoul under his afffiction, although he was the 
only one left to die. Now this little one God bleſſed much 
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with his preſence; but he was troubled at night, when 
he lay down to reſt, with filthy dreams, which made 
him to feel guilt upon his conſcience in the morning. 
When he told me of this, I proved to him, from the 
following text of ſcripture out of the prophet Iſaiah, 
xliv. 22, knowing that he was a child of God, that the 
Lord ſpake theſe words to him when he faid, © I have 
blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy tranſgreſſions, and as 
a cloud thy ſins; return unto me, for I have redeemed 
thee.” Many times have I had this promiſe brought 
to me when [ have tranſgreſſed, and been afraid of God, 
© return unto me, for I have redeemed thee;* and I have 
been ſet at liberty by this promiſe. But I proved that 
Chriſt Jeſus had bore all his ſins, and had given an 
infinite ſatisfaction to God for them, for what he had 
committed, or ſhould commit, either in thought, word, 
or deed; and my good Father bleſſed it to his ſoul with 
much power, and he wrote a letter concerning it to his 
brother; but I had part of one letter myſelf, yet where 
it is I cannot ſay now. Upon this promiſe he reſted 
when he died, and ſpake of it to the people that came 
to ſee him hanged. But I never ſaw in my life one fo 
filled with the power of God upon his ſoul, as I did 
in this young man; not but there are many, that have, 
but I ſay I never ſaw one: I am fully perſuaded, that he 
is gone to heaven, and with the ſpirits of juſt men made 

perfect in heaven, 
No a little while after this, the Lord permitted me 
to be tried much concerning the ſtate of my ſoul, that I 
might learn to live by faith more then I did upon Jeſus, 
Now one day, as I was reading Pſalm Ixix. 14, where 
it is ſaid, Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not 
ſink; let me be delivered from them that hate me, and 
out of the deep waters; here I perceived that David 
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was ſpeaking of Chriſt, of what he would pray when 
upon the earth, when he was even perſecuted by his 
enemies; and I knew it meant Chriſt, becauſe in the 
gth verſe of the ſaid chapter, it is ſaid, © for the zeal of 
thine houſe hath eaten me up;* and this the diſciples 
applied to Chriſt, in the 2d chapter of John, and the 
17th verie, where it is ſaid, © And his diſciples remem- 
bered that it was written, The zeal of thine houſe 
hath eaten me up;* and the latter part of the ſame 
Pſalm, verſe 9, is applied by Paul to Chriſt, in the 
15th of Romans, verſe 3, where it is thus written, For 
even Chriſt pleaſed not himſelf; but, as it is written, 
The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on 
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No I had a temptation came upon me, and a very 
ſore one too, and that was this, if Chriſt was God, equal 
with the Father, why need he pray to the Father, for 
he could help himſelf out of trouble, if he were God, 
without calling upon the Father ? Now this temptation 
went, as a ſhot out of a gun, to my heart; for down I 
fell into deſpair, to doubt of all I read concerning Chriſt 
being God: but there came to my mind ſome words 
that I had read in Mr. Huntington's Bank of Faith, 
which were ſuch as theſe; © If any man wants to-prove 
that Chriſt is God, let him go and pray to him as the 
eternal God, and if he appears the object of faith, and 
delivers him from the wrath of God, and from the fear 
of damnation, and brings peace to his ſoul, he ſhall be 
the eternal God.” It was ſomewhat after the tenor of 
theſe words. Then I went down upon my knees, and 
prayed to Chriſt himſelf, and Chriſt appeared to me as 
the mighty God, able in all things to ſave my ſoul. 
Now | {wear by this mighty God and Saviour (Iſaiah 
ix. 6,21; Rev. i. 8, 17; Iſaiah xli. 4; John i. 1, 2, 
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3, 4, 14), who is equal in power with the Father 
(Phil. ii. 6), that I went and called upon him in un- 
belief, in my old man, in deſpair, and fear, and much 
trouble, and he delivered me from unbelief, from de- 
ſpair, from tear, and much trouble; worked faith in my 
ſoul, and enabled me to believe in him without a ſingle 
doubt in my mind; filled me with peace, and love, and 
Joy, and cauſed me to triumph over the devil; filled me 
with much prayer and praiſe, and made me ſtronger in 
faith then ever I was before. My ſoul now ſtood upon 
Criſt as an immoveable rock, admiring and loving 
that Saviour who had delivered my ſoul. 

O thou chat denieſt that Chriſt is God, what canſt 
thou ſay unto this? could any mere creature do 
this for my ſoul ? Behold, as I live before God, I am a 
witneſs againſt you, and do ſtand up in judgment againſt 
you. What ſhall be done unto thee, O thou falſe 
tongue? As I live, if thou believeſt not in this mighty 
God, thou ſhalt never go where he is. Be aſhamed and 
confounded at this, O ye deſpiſers of Jeſus Chriſt ! 
This is my God, whom ye deſpiſe, O ye enemies! O 
that thou didft but know the worth of him as I do, thou 
wouldſt fay, © O Lord, I would praiſe thee for ever and 
ever.” 

Now after this trial I had another to go through, and 
that was concerning the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, for 
although I had believed in Chriſt, and taken him for 
all I ſtood in need of, and had found peace with the 
Father through his blood, yet I did not fee the worth 
of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt as I did of his blood, 
though I believed I could not be faved without it. 
Now I was troubled becauſe I did not know what the 
meaning of the word * end of the law for righteouſneſs 
was, but the following words appeared to ſhew me from 
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the Lord what it meant, out of Peter, © the end of all 
things are at hand; then I found the end of a thing 
was the finiſhing of it, or the concluſion of it, or the 
fulfilment of an agreement. Then I was tempted to 
know what righteouſneſs was, and having a concor- 
dance, I ſearched and found out an anſwer to it out of 
Deuteronomy vi. 25, and theſe were the words; © And 
it ſhall be our righteouſneſs, if we obſerve to do all the 
commandments before the Lord our God, as he hath 
commanded us.“ But then I was tempted again to 
conſider how 1 knew whether Chriſt being the end of 
the law for righteouſneſs to every one that believes, did 
not mean the ceremonial law, and not the moral law; 
now this put me much to the puzzle, and, after much 
trouble of ſoul concerning it, there were two ſcriptures 
that were made uſeful to ſet me at liberty; the firſt was 
this, Matthew xxii. where it ſpeaks of a lawyer tempt- 
ing Chriſt and ſaying, © Maſter, which is the great com- 
mandment in the law?” And Jeſus ſaid unto him, 
Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy mind; this is the 
firſt and great commandment: and the ſecond is like 
unto it, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf, On 
theſe two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets.” Ver. 36, 37, 38. I found this to be the 
moral law, from Deuteronomy vi. 4, 5, where it is ſaid, 
© Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord our God is one Lord; and 
thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, 
and fo forth. Now I found in the 5th chapter of St. 
Matthew, that Chriſt came to fulfil that law, as it is 
written, © Think not that I am come to deſtroy the law 
or the prophets; I am not come to deſtroy, but to 
fulfil.” Ver. 17. And I knew that Chriſt did not come 
to fulfil the law for himſeli, for it is written, © Unto us a 
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child is born, unto us a ſon is given.“ Iſaiah ix. 6, 
Now knowing I was a child of God by the love which 
I felt to him, therefore I knew that Chriſt was the end 
of the law for righteouſneſs to me, and this ſet me at 
liberty, 

Now I had another trial, which was very routilcfime 
indeed, and that was this; I was tempted that I muſt 
ſearch to known the meaning of every word I read, 
word by word, that I might know the meaning of 
words as well as thoſe that wrote the dictionaries, and 
by ſo doing I ſhould be wiſe in the ſcriptures. Now 
then almoſt every word I read I muſt take the dic- 
tionary, to ſee what it meant, and ſometimes I found it 
out, and ſomerimes I did not; this became as hard a 
taſk to me as the children of Iſrael had, when they were 
obliged to make bricks without having ſtraw given to 
them. Now ſometimes I thought it was of God, and 
ſometimes I did not; and this taſk, which the devil had 
ſet me, made me to loathe reading, becauſe of the burden 
I had in doing it, and it made me to murmur againſt 
God, to think what a hard taſk I had got. Now when 
I had murmured againſt God, then the devil tempted 
me that I had ſinned againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and fo 
ſinned the ſin unpardonable; and this grieved my mind 
much, for fear it ſhould be ſo; but God ſent a word 
out of Jonah the prophet that ſer me at liberty, and 
theſe were the words: © Doſt thou well to be angry? 
Now although this was a word of reproof, yet it proved 
a word of comfort to me, for I found my ſin to be the 
ſame as Jonah's, or, although not committed the ſame 
way, he was angry with God wrongfully, and fo was I; 
but as Jonah was a prophet of the Lord, I knew he 
could not commit that ſin. As I found he had not 
committed it, my crime being the ſame as his, I found 
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J had not committed it, and ſo I got delivered; yet, for 
all this, I could not be eaſy till I knew what this fin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt was; and, for fear I might be 
left to fall into it, I ſearched the ſcripture, Now in 
the 21 chapter of St. Matthew I got much light into 
it, where Chriſt ſpeaks a parable concerning a vineyard 
being let out to huſbandmen, © and when he ſent his ſer- 
vants to find fruit in this vineyard,” which was the Jews” 
church, which thoſe ſcribes and Phariſees, and lawyers 
and pricſts, had the care of, © he found none,' as the 
propher Iſaiah ſays, in the 5th chapter and 7th verſe, 
© for the vineyard of the Lord of hoſts is the houſe of 
Iſrael, and the men of Judah his pleaſant plant: and he 
looked for judgment, but behold oppreſſion; for 
righteouſneſs, but behold a cry.” This was the fruit 
thac the prophets found when ſent unto them, that they 
beat one, and killed another, and {toned another; © and 
he (meaning the Lord), ſent other ſervants, and they 
uſed them the fame; but at laſt the Lord ſent his 
Son (meaning Jeſus), but when the huſbandmen ſaw 
the Son, they ſaid among themſelves, This is the heir; 
then they had light to know that he was Jeſus, by ſay- 
ing, This is the heir.“ Again, ſay they, © Let us kill 
him;* the words © Jet us,“ ſhew a joint agreement 
among themſelves; the words kill him,” ſhew mur- 
der and malice in their hearts; * and let us ſeize on his 
inheritance,” which inheritance means his church, as 
Mark ſays, They ſaid, this is the heir, come, let us 
kill him, and the inheritance ſhall be ours.“ Chap. xii. 
7. Thus they wanted to kill him, and keep his church 
in darkneſs, and in oppreſſion; and covetouſneſs, which 
was rooted in their hearts, was the cauſe of all this. 
Now for all they knew he was heir, that is, he was 
Jeſus, yet they perſecuted him, and ſaid that he caſt 
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out devils by Beelzebub, who is called by the ſcribes 
the prince of the devils. Mark iii. 22. And now 
Chriſt ſaid to thoſe who ſaid theſe words, that had light 
to know that he was Jeſus the ſon of God (John xi. 
49, 50, 51, $2), © Verily, I fay unto you, all fins ſhall 
be forgiven unto the ſons of men, and blaſphemies 
wherewithfoever they ſhall blaſpheme: but he that 
ſhall blaſpheme againſt the Holy Ghoſt hath never for. 
giveneſs, but is in danger of eternal damnation ;* and 
this becauſe they had light to know, by the Holy Ghoſt, 
that his ſpirit, which he ſpake by, was the ſpirit of 
God; and yet they ſaid, he hath an unclean ſpirit.” 
Mark ili. 28, 29, 30. Now this was not done by a 
ſudden temptation, as a man being angry might vent 
his paſſion, but with a conſideration in their hearts of 
what they were going about, having firſt light to know 
that he was the heir before they took counſel to ſlay 
him, as you may ſee in John xi. from the 49th to the 
52d verſe, how they had light firſt; and, after they had 
got that light, it is ſaid in the 53d verſe, © then from that 
day forth they took counſel together to put him to 
death.“ Now therefore I found I had not ſinned this 
fin, nor could I; for thoſe who ſinned in this manner 
were left to the power of the devil, for they hated 
Chriſt, and would have none of him: © Ye will not come 
to me,' ſays Chriſt, © that ye might have life.” John v. 
40. Now therefore I ſaw no child of God could com- 
mit this ſin; and bleſſed be my God for the light he gave 
me to diſcern it, for it delivered me from much trou- 
ble. 
After this I had a very ſore trial concerning whether 
the ſcriptures were true; but after a while the Lord 
ſhewed me how the prophecies came to pals, and if the 
ſcriptures were not true they would not come to pals. 
I found 
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I found my experience to tally with the faints alſo, in 
almoſt all things they relate in the bible of what they 
experienced of the power of God upon their ſouls, for 
which reaſon I know it is true. Fear not, little flock, 
for thou ſhalt ſurely find it ſo; it ſhall ſurely fruſtrate all 
the deſigns of thine enemies, and make thee more than 
conqueror here, through him that loves thee : he will 
pot forget to hear the cry of the humble. O, my friends, 
I know this by experience. 

Now, after I had gone through many buffetings of 
Satan, about the ſcriptures, the next thing I have to 
relate is to inform you, how Satan tried me about my 
faith, or whether I had any or no; for Satan began to 
tempt in this manner, that I had no faith, except I be- 
lieved without doubt; ſo all the time I could not be- 
lieve without doubt, he endeavoured to perſuade me I 
had no faith: then this ſet me to ſearch the ſcriptures, 
which were able in all things to inſtruct me in what I 
ſtood in need of, Now it is ſaid in Mark 1. 40, 41, 
that there came a leper to Chriſt, beſeeching him, and 
kneeling down to him, and ſaying unto him, © If thou 
wilt thou canſt make me clean.” Now, firſt, this man 
had a diſeaſe, which he believed none but God could 
cure; ſecondly, he came to Chriſt beheving he had 
power to heal him of that diſeaſe, for“ if thou wilt,” he 
fays, thou canſt make me clean: not that he believed 
he would heal him, but believed he had power ſo to do 
if he would; and it is written that he prevailed by that 
faith, as you may ſee in the words following, for it is 
ſaid in the next verſe, that Jeſus, moved with com- 
paſſion, put forth his hand and touched him, and ſaid 
unto him, I will, be thou clean;' and as ſoon as he 
had ſpoken, immediately the leproſy departed from him 
and was cleanſed, From this I ſaw I had faith to be- 
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lieve in him, that he was able in all things to ſave me, 
and I ſaw that ſuch faith as this prevailed with Jeſus. 
Indeed, I had many ſcriptures to prove that I had faith; 
but one in Matt. ix. was much eſtabliſhment to me, 
and that was this, concerning two blind men following 
Jeſus, and ſaying, Thou ſon of David, have mercy 
on us;' and when he was come into the houſe, the blind 
came to him: and Jeſus ſayeth unto them, Believe 
ye that I am able to do this?” They ſaid unto him, 
| © Yea, Lord.“ Then touched he their eyes, ſaying, 
© According to your faith be unto you;* and their eyes 
were opened. Ver. 27, 28, 29, 30. Now I knew I 
had faith as well as theſe blind men, for they came to 
Jeſus blind, and fo did I too; they called upon Jeſus 
blind, and fo did I; they believed Jelus was able, and 
ſo did I; and by ſuch faith they got their eyes opened, 
and ſo did I. 

After this I was tempted again, whether I was not a 
ſtony-ground hearer; for you ſee,” ſays the enemy, 
© they believed the word with joy,” or ſomewhat after 
the tenor of theſe words. Now I had rejoiced in Jeſus, 
and by believing in him; but I was not able to diſtin- 
guiſh their joy from mine; yet I knew I had loved God, 
and love is of God, and whoſoever loveth God is born 
of God, and knoweth God. Well, but it came to my 
mind that they muſt have ſome love, for where there is 
rejoicing in any thing, there muſt be ſome love to that 
thing. But theſe could not bear perſecution, and I 
had, and that much, and till my heart was the ſame 
towards Jeſus as ever; and, bleſſed be God, a found 
heart is the life of the fleſh, for I could fay I chole the 
Lord beyond all things, and this was a ftrength to me. 
Then I conſidered the nature of love, and found that 


Jacob loved Rachel beyond all other women ; and I 
tound 
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found alſo that I loved the Lord beyond all people; 
and I could ſay this alſo, that if the Lord would give me 
ſtrength, I would be ſooner burnt to death than I would 
fin againſt him; but the Lord ſhewed me that theſe 


men till remained with ſtony hearts, that they were 


never convinced of {in to feel the burden of it, for a 
ſtone, you know, has no feeling; they never felt the 
worth of Chriſt, for I ſay, a ſtone has no feeling; they 
never knew what it was to be loſt; for, take it in a 
literal ſenſe, a man that is loſt in a wood is much 
grieved, becauſe he knoweth not the way to his ha- 
bitation, and he feels for fear he ſhould periſh for want; 
yea, if he hath money, he can buy nothing there; ſo 
ſpiritually, a man that is loſt, finds that all his life long 
he has been living in darkneſs, and he knoweth not now 
the way to the city; he knoweth not the way to God; 
he findeth himſelf in want of food, but doth not know 
how to get it; he is afraid he ſhall be deſtroyed, and 
knows no remedy to fave himſelf, and he has feelings 
of all this; this ſets him to cry to God to ſhew him the 
way he ſhould go, as it 1s written, © They ſhall aſk the 
way to Zion, with their faces thitherward,” and cannot 
reſt till they come to where the ſheep dwell at noon. 
Sol. Song i. 7. A ſtony-ground hearer never had a 
true ſorrow for ſin, under the manifeſtation of God 
pardoning him for it; he knows nothing of the plague 
of his own heart; he never had faith to ſee Chritt for 
himſelf; his hope was never fixed on him as an anchor 
to his ſoul. Heb. vi. 19. He has light in his head, 
yea, and faith in his heart, to believe the goſpel as a 
truth, but not for himſelf; he never knew what the 
trial of faith was, nor the happy experience of what 
the trial of faith brings; he knows nothing of the love 
of the brethren, or has been a partaker of the truth, 
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and loves them for the truth's ſake. 2 John i. 1, 2; 
3 John 1. 3, 4+ 

Now after J had been well tried, and had gathered 
ſtrength by it, which proved to me my faith was a true 
faith, I was moved from Maidſtone, and put on board 
one of the hulks lying at Woolwich, to ſtay the re- 
mainder of my time, which was better than nine months. 
Now it happened one day that one of the priſoners had 
loſt a leather apron; ſo he came to me, and ſaid, 
© Governor, do you feed upon leather?” I told him I 
would rather feed upon the word of God; and I found, 
a little while after this, that God ſent that word home to 
his heart, though he had been as hardened as any one in 
the whole ſhip. This man was going to ſtcal a piece 
of pork of mine, before the Lord ſent this word home 
to his heart; and, when he was under conviction, he 
told me of it, and how he was hindered by God from 
taking it. Now God ſent the convictions deeper and 
deeper, ſo that he could not find reſt to his ſpirit; he 
ſoon began to leave off the company of the wicked and 
their bad practices, and became reviled for the truth's 
ſake; he could not be well happy without being in my 
company, and telling me the temptations he had, and 
the plague of his own heart; and he regarded me ex- 
ceedingly, as he would do any thing to oblige me. 
Now as I ſaw the work of God was upon his ſoul fo 
evident, I told him that where God begun a good work 
he would carry it on, and the Lord bleſſed my labour 
much. Now I think it was one evening, when he felt 
the power come home to his ſoul; and when he felt 
this, he came behind me, and caught me by my head, 
and faid, he thought he could eat me: his meaning was, 
he loved me ſo much, that he did not know how to 


expreſs it to me. 
But 


E! 


But there is one thing I have got to relate. Before I 
left Maidſtone, I ſent up to London, to Mr. William 
Huntington, part of my Life and Converſion, which, by 
what I could learn, he approved of much, and ſpoke of 
It in the pulpit; and when I came to Woolwich there 
came many of Mr, Huntington's hearers to ſee and hear 
me, and who much helped me in temporal things. But 
one Thomas Smith came to ſee me, and aſked me 
about the work of God upon my ſoul. I told him at 
this time concerning my ſpeaking to the priſoners. 
He aſked me whether I had miniſterial gifts; but I did 
not know what he meant. He aſked me alſo, after the 
tenor of theſe words, what was the main end I had in 
preaching to the priſoners. I told him after the man- 
ner of theſe words: I had a love to their ſouls, and 
would wiſh them to know the things that I knev. I 
was aſked by one that was with him, whether there was 
any thing I aimed at but that. Indeed, at that time I 
was not thoughtful enough to give him an anſwer. So 


they informed me the main end of preaching was the 


glory of God; and indeed this was my intention, but I 
did not think of it till it was ſpoken, for indeed this was 
my end in ſpeaking, that people might be obedient to 
his will; and beſides I can ſay, before the Searcher of 
hearts, who knows I ſpeak truth, and lie not, that if I 
ſaw one, whom the Lord had bleſſed me to, give way 
to ſin, what trouble it uſed to bring to my ſoul; yea, I 
can ſay again, I uſed to warn them not to ſin againſt 
God, as a Father would his children, yea, and look after 
them alſo, to ſee that they did not corrupt themſelves; 
yea, I can ſay they lay as much to my heart, or very 
near, as my own ſoul; yea, moreover, to ſhew you, who 
may have doubts of me, that I had a tender conſcience 
of finning againſt God, I can ſay, in the preſence. of 
_ God, 
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God, that I would ſooner be hanged up by the neck 
than I would ſee one whom God had wrought upon go 
back into the world again. Now I leave you to judge, 
whether I had a reſpect to the cauſe of God or not. 
But this Thomas Smith thought that I was an hypo- 
crite, and ſaid ſo to. my face, and moreover let the 
minds of good men againſt me. But I was perſuaded 
that God would not proſper Tom Smith in the mi- 
niſtry, for what he did againſt me: yea, I had ſcriptures 
which came to ſhew me that God would plead with 
Thomas Smith for what he did againſt me, for it was 
the means of my doubting of all the work of God upon 
my own ſoul, and made me to think that every one, 
who came to ſee me, deſpiſed me, or would do ſo. 
But, to be ſhort, the trouble that he brought upon me 
I never ſhall be able to relate as long as I live; and 
God has made him to feel in part already for what he 
has done againſt me, and others, of the children of God. 
Otten this promiſe uſed to come to my mind, out of 

Iſaiah liv. 17, No weapon that is formed againſt thee 
ſhall proſper, and every tongue that ſhall riſe againſt 
thee in judgment thou ſhalt condemn: this is the he- 
ritage of the ſervants of the Lord, and their righteouſ- 
neſs is of me, ſaith the Lord.” 

Now after I had gone through many troubles, from 
one or another, and much oppreſſion from the devil, 
and feeling much weakneſs within, and many troubles 
alſo from what I ſaw and heard on board the hulk, I 
began to feel a cry in my heart, that God would bleſs 
me to ſome ſouls. At this time I found it in my mind 
to ſpeak to ſome of the priſoners, at night, when they 
had done their work, and, as I uſed to ſpeak from night 
to night, but not without oppoſition, for I have been 
obliged to leave off ſometimes through their oppoſing 
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me, God, I truſt, bleſſed me to two ſouls, to convince 
them of fin, and to make them know, and feel, if Jeſus 
did not ſave them they mult periſh, 

Now one day I had been murmuring againſt God for 
want of ſome money, to get proviſions for me and my 
family, for it was always a rule I made, if God bleſſed 
me to any ſouls, to feed them if they ſtood in need; but 
the Lord made me feel much that day in my foul for 
murmuring againſt him, and when I felt myſelf ſo bur- 
dened with fin, I cried to Jeſus to pardon me, and he 
ſer me at liberty by this text, © My grace is ſufficient for 
thee.” 2 Cor. xii. 9. I ſpoke from that text of ſcrip- 
ture the ſame night, and God ſet one at liberty out of 
the two who he had before convinced of fin; and a few 
nights after this, as the other was telling me the conflict 
which he had, for fear the Lord would not pardon him, 
I had this text come to my mind out of the prophet 
Iſalah, chap. lix. © and the Redeemer ſhall come to 
Zion, and unto them that turn from tranſgreſſion in 
Jacob;” and the Lord gave me much power indeed to 
open the text, and with powerful belief that God would 
ſet him at liberty. Likewiſe this text came to me 
to open it, © Say to them that are of a fearful heart, 
Be ſtrong, fear not, behold your God will come with 
vengeance, even God with a recompenſe; he will 
come, and {ave you.” Upon the words © will come,“ I 
ſpake much, and ſhewed the poſitive determination of 
God in delivering his ſoul. I do not know that I ever 
ſpoke with more confidence in my life, and the Lord ſet 
him at liberty, and filled his heart with love; and not 
long after this he was taken ill and died, but in the hope 
of eternal glory, bleſſed be God. I do not think he 
was above twenty years of age when he died. 

Now a ſew weeks before my time was out I got 
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very weak in body, from having an aſthma. on my 
lungs; and at this time there was an order from the 
chief mate of the hulk to let no beer come into the 
ſhip, and that becauſe one of the priſoners, or more, 
had ſtolen ſomething on board the ſhip, and for fix 
weeks I got not a drop, I think, and the table beer, or 
ſmall beer, was ſo bad that it did me great harm; and 
as for the bullocks heads, they were boiled ſo much, 
that there was hardly any ſupport in them; the fat alſo 
that came out of them was taken aft for the captain, 
which might weigh twenty or thirty pounds ſome days, 
for which crimes they ought to be puniſhed, becauſe 
they are allowed ſufficient from government to ſupport 
them. Now with this bad living and drinking I got 
very weak, for at this time I had very little ſent to me, 
and I began to grow light headed, and according to 
appearance people ſeemed to be ſtanding or walking 
before me, when there was no ſuch thing. Now the 
devil tempted me that I was going out of my mind, and 
that the people would ſay it was religion that made me 
ſo; this diſtreſſed me much, but there came two ſcrip- 
tures to my mind which encouraged me to prayer, and 
they were theſe: © He will regard the prayer of the 
deſtitute, and not deſpiſe their prayer;* again, © he ſhall 
deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor allo, and 
him that hath no helper.” Pſalms cit. 17; Ixxii. 12. 
Now I ſeeing theſe ſpake of Chriſt, I went and called 
upon him, according to the promiſe, and pleaded his 
own words; and as I prayed to him I gathered much 
ſtrength from the abſoluteneſs of the promiſe. © He 
ſhall deliver the needy,” was much ſtrength to me; and, 
as I prayed with much fervour, I was enabled to believe, 
from my heart, that he would deliver me, according 
to the promiſe, for I ſaw it held ferth to ſuch as 

L 2 me, 


( 148 ) 


me. Now no ſooner had I believed that Jeſus would 
deliver me, than the tempter came in with this plea, 
after the following manner, If he deliver you now, it 
will come upon you again, and then you will go out of 
your mind after all.“ Now my faith began to give way, 
ſeeing my deliverance at this time would not be of much 
uſe, if preſently after I ſhould go out of my mind again; 
but it came to my ſoul, with much power from Jeſus, 
that if I lived for twenty years I ſhould never go out of 
my mind, and I was enabled to beheve it, without a 
ſingle doubt upon my ſoul. But the tempter came 
again, and faid, © How do you know that your faith is a 
true faith?” Then the Lord brought this ſcripture to 
my mind with wonderful power, out of Mark xi. for 
© Verily,” ſays Chriſt, © I ſay unto you, that whoſoever 
ſhall ſay unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be 
thou caſt into the ſea, and ſhall not doubt in his heart, 
but ſhall believe that thoſe things which he faith ſhall 
come to paſs, he ſhall have whatſoever he faith; there- 
fore, I ſay unto you, what things ſoever ye deſire when 
ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye ſhall have 
them' (Ver. 23, 24) ;—and behold my foul was ſet at 
perfect liberty, and my ſoul was filled with love to the 
Lord Jeſus, and I did not Know which way to praiſe 
him enough. I had many ſcriptures come to me to 
confirm it in my foul; 1 could rejoice, and rejoice over 
the power of the devil, becauſe I ſaw my deliverance 
came ſo evidently from the Saviour's fulneſs; I alſo 
wept much for joy, and it was a day of good tidings to 
me. This is another remarkable deliverance of Jeſus 

Chriſt, a 
Nov a little while after this my time was out, after 
having been ſeven years and a half in priſon within one 
fortnight. Now I divided my ſubſtance to my chil- 
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dren, I gave each one a bible I think; to one I gave 
Hart's hymh book, and to another Watts's hymn book, 
and ſeveral other good books; but of thoſe books that 
were not ſound I let them have none. I left them a good 
box apiece to put their things in, and ſome things to 
put into them; alſo I gave them other things that were 
uſeful for their victuals, and a trifle of money out of one 
half guinea I had; and God ſeat me alſo a ſufficiency 
to pay three and twenty ſhillings that I was indebted. 


I blefled my children alſo, and left them to the Lord for 


his care, g 
There is one thing I forgot to relate, and that is this: 
When I was in Maidſtone gaol, there came in a coun- 
try looking man to ſee the gaol, and at laſt they 
brought him to my ward; and the man looking in his 
countenance to be a quiet man, one ſaid he was one of 
my people; ſo I faid, Come in, my friend, and fit down, 
Accordingly he did, and, when the others were departed 
from the door, I began to ſpeak to him out of the bible, 
for as for any other diſcourſe I wanted none. Now, as 
I ſpoke to him, the man began to weep much; fo I 
aſked him whether he would go to prayer. He ſaid, Yes; 
fo we kneeled down, and, as I prayed, he wept ſo loud 
that I thought the priſoners would have heard him : as 
for my part, I could not help laughing for joy, in ſeeing 
the Lord work fo wonderfully ; for, as Paul ſays, Who 
is he that maketh me glad, but the ſame which is made 
ſorry by me?” 2 Cor. ii. 2. Now after we got up from 
prayer, I diſcourſed a little more with him; and he ſaid 


to me that he could ſay with Peter, it was good for him 


to be here, for, ſays he, I have been fitting under the 
word five years, but never found the word come with 
wer till now. O, my brethren, what news was this 
to me! it was better to me, I can declare before God, 
L 3 than 
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than gold or ſilver in my eſteem; yea, in my eſteem 
beyond all the treaſures of Egypt. I gave him a little 
book, called the Drop of Honey, and he gave me a 
ſhilling : ſo I fed him, and he fed me. Bleſſed be the 
Lord for this man alſo. But to return. 

Now after I leſt the hulk at Woolwich, I came up 
to London, and my aunt Crafts received me, who is a 
good woman I believe, and my mother allowed for my 
board, for my aunt is but a poor woman, and was not 
well able to keep me, as I was not able to work at my 
buſineſs, my arm being very weak where I was wound- 
ed. Now after a while my father died, and my mother 
wanted ſomebody to help her, as ſhe, being old, was not 
able to manage a public-houſe by herſelf, beſides, ſhe 
had another public-houſe to take care of beſides that 
the lived in, which my father had taken before he died, 
intending to let the houle which my mother and he had 
lived in ; but he had not been long there before he was 
taken ill and died, and then both houſes were upon my 
mother's hands, and ſhe now could not afford to keep 
me, except I came to live with her, and helped her to 

take care of the buſineſs. Now, although I difliked to 
| live at a public-houſe, and prayed to God that I might 
not go, yet, as I had no living, what was | to do? be- 
ſides, I ſaw the burden upon my mother was great, 
therefore, although it was ſore againſt my will, which 
my own aunt can teſtify, yet I was obliged to go; and 
the Lord knows what J have ſuffered in this houſe, by 
hearing and ſeeing the wickedneſs of men, is beyond my 
expreſſion to declare, and alſo many other temptations, 
which are not proper to declare. But hitherto the 
Lord has been with me, and has given me more ma- 
nifeſtations of his love, clearly to my own ſoul, than 
ever I had before: I ſay more of them than ever I had 

before; 
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before; therefore, if tribulation abounds, my conſola- 
tion aboundeth alſo. Beſides, I did not come here for 
nothing, for the Lord has bleſſed me to the ſervant 
maid that is in the houle with me. 

But before I left my aunt's, for ſome months to- 
gether, as far as I can recollect, I uſed to find a ſpirit of 
prayer for the king, and at times very powerfully too, 
both for the preſervation of his life here from wicked 
men, and that he might come to know Chriſt, that he 
might be preſerved from the eternal wrath of God ; 
for I was afraid, one time, that it might be with this 
nation as it has been in France, and that for the wicked- 
neſs of the people, which wickedneſs is very great. I 
conſidered the wickedneſs of the biſhops alſo, who had 

to teach the king, and how he was kept in darkneſs by 
them. I ſeldom now could go to prayer but what I 
uſed to find exceeding power, that the Lord would be 
pleaſed to raiſe up one, in his power, to convince the 
king of the darkneſs which he was in, and that he might 
be inſtrumental to the converting of him. Likewiſe I 
uſed to pray much to the Lord that he would be fo 
merciful as to preſerve the king and kingdom from 
every inſurrection, tumult, plot, or plan, of whatever 
ſort man might deviſe; and one day, as I was at prayer 
for the king, after the manner I mention, I was enabled 
to believe, from my heart, that God would preſerve the 
king and his kingdom from every inſurrection, tumult, 
plot, or plan, while he lived, which hitherto has proved 
true. Now when I have been praying for the king, I 
have had theſe words come to encourage me, from 
1 Tim, ii. 1, 2, © I exhort therefore, that, firſt of all, 
ſupplications, prayers, interceſſions, and giving of 
thanks, be made for all men, for kings, and for all that 


are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peace- 
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able liſe in all godlineſs and honeſty; for this is good,” 
ſays Paul, © and acceptable in the ſight of God our 
Saviour,” But ſome may ſay, Paul only meant that 
they ſhould pray for good kings, and good men, that. 
were in authority. -I anſwer, there is no word to prove 
that there was any good king living in Paul's days. 
Herod the king was no good man we are ſure, for he 
© ſtretched forth his hand to vex certain of the church, 
and killed James, the brother of John, with a ſword.” 
Acts xii. 1, 2. Neither can it be proved, that either 
Felix, who was governor of Ceſarea, nor Feſtus, who 
came in his room, were good men (Acts xxiv. 27); 
for one was filled with covetouſneſs, and deſired money 
of Paul that he might looſe him from his confinement 
(Acts xxiv. 26), and as for Feſtus, he ſaid, much learn- 
ing made Paul mad. Acts xxiv. 24. Neither can it be 
proved that king Agrippa was a good man, although 
he was expert in all cuſtoms and queſtions, among the 
Jews, and though he ſaid to Paul, © almoſt thou per- 
ſuadeſt me to be a chriſtian;” yet Paul prayed for him, 
and faid, I would to God that not only thou, but alſo 
all that hear me this day, were both almoſt, and al- 
together, ſuch as I am, except theſe bonds.“ Acts xxv. 
28. Likewiſe God commanded Jeremiah, in the 
29th chapter, to exhort the people who were captives 
in Babylon to pray for it, as you may read in verſe 
the 7th. © Seek the peace of the city,“ ſays the Lord, 
* whither ] have cauſed you to be carried away captive, 
and pray unto the Lord for it; for in the peace thereof 
ſhall ye have peace:“ and it is a plain proof that they 
ſought peare for their ſouls, as it is written, We 
would have healed Babylon, but ſhe 1s not healed.” 
Jer. li. g. They were to ſeek and pray for their ſpiri- 
tual and temporal welfare. 
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Now I can ſafely ſay, in the prefence of God, to 
the beſt of my remembrance, I never prayed for any 
child of God with more carneſtneſs than I have for this 
preſent king George, and ſtill never could go to prayer, 
hardly, but that I uſed to find it come powerfully to 
my mind, to pray that God would raiſe ſome inſtrument 
up to convince the king of the darkneſs which he was 
in, and that he might be turned from the power of Satan 
to the power of God, Now obſerve, this prayer is not 
againſt the word of God, for I was encouraged by that 
word. I have ſometimes had a thought come into my 
mind, whether ever God converted a king ſo old as our 
king is; and it occurred to me that God converted 
Manaſſeh after ſo much abominable wickedneſs, as you 
may ſee in 2 Chron. xxxiii. and when he was in affliction * 
in Babylon, that he beſought the Lord, and humbled 
himſelf greatly before the God of his fathers, and we 
find that God was intreated of him, ver. 12, 13; and in 
verſe the 18th, that God ſent ſeers that ſpoke to him in 
the name of the Lord, and that God pardoned his fins, 
in verſe 19. This was an encouragement for me to 
pray for the king, | 

Now as I was at prayer one Sunday morning, very 
powerfully, for the king, and wondered within myſelf 
why I ſhould pray fo for him, if God did not intend to 
convert him, after I got up from my knees, I ſtill kept 
praying for him; and all at once it came with power to 
me, that God would bring the king to know him before 
he died, and that | ſhould ſee it in my days. I was 
enabled to believe it with my whole heart, without a 
doubt upon my ſoul. My ſoul immediately was filled 
with love to God. I was filled with thank givings alſo, 
to think God ſhould reveal ſuch a great thing to me. 
1 wept alſo much for joy, and could not help telling 

my 
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my aunt what I had manifeſted to me. Now hearken, 
every one ot you that has had hard thoughts of me 
concerning this very thing; as God lives, and as I 
live by him, I have not ſpoke one word contrary to his 
will, to the beit of my knowledge, and that I felt what 
J have ſaid, and much more, God knoweth, and more 
than I can remember to relate. Now, obſerve, I am 
no relation to the king, nor acquaintance of his; 1 never 
ipoke a word to him; and he never did any good 
for me, that I ſhould pray for him as 1 did. Now 
hearken, ye that know the Lord, if this had been a 
revelation from the enemy of our ſouls, would God 
have cauſed me to love him, and to be filled with 
thankſgiving to the Lord, had it come from the devil, 
for love is of God. Now James ſays, the wiſdom of 
the enemy is earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh ; then if 
earthly, it leads the mind to lightneſs, to Juſt, to paſſion, 
to unnatural affection; but I was led to God, to praiſe 
him with my whole heart. Beſides, when that falſe 
prophet Brothers was riſen up, I oppoſed his falſe 
prophecies, and ſaid he was a har, when many did not 
know what to make of him. ] told ſome friends of 
mine that he was right againſt my faith; nevertheleſs, 
they did not ſeem to believe me, but of the two rather 
gave way to Brothers, and that becauſe ſome good 

man had been to him, and could not confound him. 
Now one morning after this, through hearing ſo 
many reports of this Brothers, they were the cauſe of 
ſtirring me up to prayer, and that much, with tears in 
my eyes to God, to ſhew me whether I was in a 
deluſion concerning the king, becauſe I was informed 
that this Brothers ſpake of his death, when he would 
go to the Parliament Houſe, which was right oppoſite 
to my faith; and, bleſſed be God, has proved ſo too, 
| and 
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and has been found to be falſe. Now it came into my 
mind to look into the ſecond chapter of the book of 
Daniel, where he had Nebuchadnezzar's dream re- 
vealed to him, and of the effacts of it upon his ſoul. 
Now I found Daniel was drove to prayer for fear of his 
life, as it is written, in verſe 13, © and they ſought Daniel 
and his fellows to be ſlain.” Now although mine was 
not like Daniel's, as having a decree iſſued out from the 
king to deſtroy me, yet I was afraid of an inſurrection 
in the land, and of God's children ſuffering by it, and I 
was afraid it would be ſo for the wickedneſs of the 
nation, and for the blindneſs of thoſe biſhops who kept 
the king in their darkneſs. Now, to the beſt of my 
remembrance, this was the firſt cauſe of my praying for 
the king. Again, I did not know but that if an inſur- 
rection was to be in the land, my life would go as well 
as another; therefore I had cauſe to pray as well as 
Daniel, Now I found Daniel's prayer brought an 
anſwer from the Lord, of whom he ſought mercy, as 
it is written, in verſe 19, © then was that ſecret revealed 
unto Daniel, in a night viſion; then Daniel bleſſed the 
God of heaven.” Now as Daniel had it revealed to 
him by prayer, ſo had I; and the effect of the anſwer to 
Daniel's prayer was, that he bleſſed the God of heaven, 
and ſo did I. And more full in verſe the 23d, he ſays, 
© I thank thee, and praiſe thee, O thou God of my 
fathers, who haſt given me wiſdom and might, and haſt 
made known unto me now what we deſired of thee: 
for thou haſt now made known unto us the king's mat- 
ter.” Now although I cannot fay that I praiſed God 
with the ſame words as Daniel did, yet I ſurely did to 
the ſame effect. But now, in order to ſhew you the 
difference between a falſe faith and a true faith, —I will, 
if my God permit, and gives me ſtrength ſo to do, 
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ſhew you the difference, although it is to the reproach of 
my own ſoul. 

When I came from Woolwich to London, the ſame 
night, or the night after, I went to one Tubman's 
meeting, which is cloſe to my aunt's, where I had come 
to reſide; and, after ſervice was over, I was called into 
a little room, where the miniſter and ſome of the peo- 
ple were, and that was becauſe ſome of the people knew 
me, who had been to Woolwich to ſee me; and there 
was a young woman there, who caught hold of my 
hand, when I got ſpeaking a little about the things of 
God, and ſhe making ſo free, made me take notice of 
her, and my affections were ſo ſet upon her, that I 
could have wiſhed to have her for a wife; and when I 
came to ſpeak to her, I found that her affections were 
ſet as much upon me. Now I prayed to God that he 
would give me this young woman for a wife, and I had 
an an{wer came, I will withhold no good thing from 
them that walk uprightly.'” Now I did not pray to God 
to open this text to me, but immediately judged that 
this young woman was the good thing | was to expect, 
according as this text came to my mind. Now my 
affections were ſo much taken up with this woman, 
that I could hardly pray, or read, or meditate, which 
became much trouble indeed to me. I aſked her to 
tell me, 1t is true, concerning the work of God upon 
her ſoul; but my affections were ſo taken up with her 
perſon, that I gave but very little heed to what ſhe ſaid. 
Now ſhe could talk about religion, and that much, and 
about experience upon her own ſoul: ſhe told me alſo that 
ſhe had prayed for me when I was at the hulk at Wool- 
wich, although ſhe had never ſeen me; and ſhe believed 
that I was to be her huſband, and [I believed that ſhe was 
to be my wife; and, through natural affeQtion, and a 
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falſe belief, I have been led to do that which has been 


unſeemly, and which has brought many troubles 
upon my ſoul, and for which I could not get reſt, till 
Jeſus brought peace to my ſoul, although I never fell 
ſo far as to bring an open diſgrace, which might have 
been the caſe if God had permitted me to fall more. 
But after a while I found her out to be a great liar, and 
therefore I would have nothing to do with her: I told 
her alſo, before I left her, what trouble I had for ſaluting 
a young woman ; but ſhe never could tell me ſhe was 
troubled, although ſhe has done things which have 
been unſeemly as well as me. But when I have been 
overwhelmed with grief and ſhame, I have been ſer at 
liberty from this text, © Go and tell the diſciples, and 
Peter, he is riſen.” But although Peter had fell fo 
foully as he did, the heart of the Lord was the fame 
towards him as ever, and this I could fee, and that by 
this, * go and tell the diſciples, and Peter, he is riſen ;” 
yea, no doubt Peter thought he was not a diſciple, 
becauſe he had denied his good maſter ; therefore, © go 
and tell Peter.” His name muſt be ſingled out from all 
the reſt, becauſe his crime was greater than all the reſt, 
that he might ſee the Lord had reſpect to him now, as 
well as he had before; and, bleſſed be the Lord, I ſaw 
he had reſpe& to me now, as well as he had when I 
loved him with all my heart; and often I have been 
delivered from this text, I am God, and change not, 
therefore ye ſons of Jacob are not conſumed.” Malachi 
iii. 6, Theſe deliverances would make me to love the 
Lord much, to fee he was of one mind, and nothing 
could turn him; it would fill me with ſelf-loathing at the 
lame time, and with true godly ſorrow in my heart, to 
think I ſhould fin againſt God, who had loved me 
with an everlaſting love, and with loving kind- 
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neſs had drawn me, and then the breach would be made 
up. 

But now to ſpeak about falſefaith ; when this text came 
to my mind, he would not deny any good thing from thoſe 
who walked uprightly : now a little before this text came 
to me, I was not walking uprightly, for I was not walk- 
ing by faith, for if I bad, my heart would have been to- 
wards him, but my heart was taken away in luſt after 
her, ſo that I could hardly read or pray, or meditate at 
times; therefore this could not be from God. Another 
thing, I did not chooſe her for the grace of God, but on- 
ly had a liking to her perſon ; beſides, this could not have 
been the holy nature of God to move me to luſt, for the 
Lord ſays, they that marry, let them marry in the 
Lord.“ 1. Cor. vii. 39. Then I ſhould have had a re- 
ſpect to the word of God, and not to my own luſt. Again, 
I ſhould have paid a ſtrict attention to know whether 
ſhe was a child of God or not; but as this was not my 
chief regard, therefore God ſuffered me to be deceived. 
But again, to prove falſe faith; this faith was not attend- 
ed with love to God, or praiſe to his name, or in the 
leaſt to lead the ſoul into humility, but quite the re- 
verſe; it led my foul into luſt, and in ſome meaſure to 
fulfil it, and into lightneſs to carry it away with iniquity, 
and to make my heart fade away from the Lord, as the 
green leaf fadeth away in the fall of the year, and ſo to 
rob my ſoul of that peace which the world cannot give, 
and which never by nature is ſought after; to fill my 
ſoul with mourning and grief, and to cauſe the hiding 
of my father's face, which became no ſmall ſorrow of 
heart to me, And after this one, I was permitted to 
be deceived by another, though I believe ſhe was a child 
of God]; yer God made me ſee that her ſpirit and mine 
would not well agree together, therefore I was obliged 
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to part with this alſo; and God knows there is no ſmall 
orief through theſe things often lying on my mind. 

But now to prove true faith ; I ufed to have a beſet- 
ting ſin, which uſed to beſet me often; but, whenever 
I was enabled to believe that the Lord would keep me 
from falling into it, and it was attended with love to 
God, with thankſgiving alſo, and with an hatred to ſin, 
I was ſurely preſerved from falling into it; and whatever 
my faith believed, it would ſurely come to paſs. Now 
one morning, I remember, I got out of bed, to get about 
my buſineſs, and at the ſame time loaded with guilt and 
full of fear, and this was, I think, for giving way to be 
angry. Now I had theſe words come to me, © Go to 
Jeſus, and immediately I had ſuch words as theſe, Lord, 
if it be thou, bid me to come unto thee.” I had no ſooner 
beſought him than theſe words came with much power, 
© Whoſoever will, let him come, and take of the fountain 
of the water of life freely' (Rev. xxii. 17); and that you 
may ſee that the Saviour ſpeaks theſe words, look ar 
the 13th verſe, I am alpha and omega, the beginning 
and the end, the firſt and the laſt;” and then look to the 
16th, where it is ſaid, I, Jeſus, have ſent mine angel ;* 
and now go to Chap. xxi. 6, where Jeſus ſays again, „ 
am alpha and omega,” and then look at the 7th verſe 
following, where it is ſaid, © He that overcometh ſhall 
inherit all things, and I will be his God, and he ſhall be 
my ſon.” Thus you may ſee that Jeſus calls himſelf 
God. I have tranſcribed theſe worry that ye might 
know Jeſus. 

But now this text that J have ſpoken of, ſeeing it 
came from Jeſus to me, my burden was immediately 
taken off; I was able to act faith upon the promiſe, and 
ſweet peace flowed into my ſoul like a river; my heart 


was made glad with the light of his countenance ; I was 
able 
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able to feed upon the richneſs of his grace with pleaſure 
and delight, and yet at the ſame time to have an ha- 
tred to my folly. Many times has he delivered me alſo 
from this text, For judgment I am come into the 
world, that they which ſee not might ſee.” I have ſuck- 
ed much out of this promiſe before now, ſeeing Him fo 
ſuitable to one that could not ſee except he ſhined up- 
on him. | 

But now a little concerning the ſtate of this nation, 
which I ſee is involved in darknefs and confuſion ; and 
thoſe, according to their offices which they have taken 
upon them, which ſhould, according to ſcripture, be 
lighteſt, are nothing but darkneſs, and full of diſorder. 
But now, who do I mean that are ſo? Why, thoſe that 
are called biſhops, and miniſters, who rule in darkneſs 
and not in light; who eſtabliſh people in lies, and not 
in truth, Shall no man ariſe and make thee aſhamed 
for all this? Are not the very heads of the nation kept 
in darkneſs through you ? Are you not a people laden 
with iniquity, who load this nation with burdens ?; Is not 
your covetouſneſs, O ſinful biſhops and miniſters, the 
cauſe? Are you not the very image or likeneſs of the 
beaſt ? Do you not ſay, with the whore of Babylon, I 
am, and there is none elſe beſides me? Iſaiah xlvii. 8. 
Will not the Lord make you and her bare before long, 
before the nations whom you have defiled, and the 
horns whom ſhe and you have kept in darkneſs ; will 
he not cauſe light to come to them, and diſcover your 
lewdneſs (Rev. xvii. 16), and put you down from your 
authority ? Shall not thoſe who admire thy beauty ariſe 
before long, and ſee and deſpiſe thy ſhame ? Then ſhall 
this text take its fulfilment upon you, that carry the chil- 
dren's meat to the dogs and ſwine, although they have 
no appetite for it; the Son of man, whole meat you 
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carry to thoſe to whom it belongeth not, ſhall ſend forth 
his miniſters, his ſanctified ones, who ſhall rejoice in his 
highneſs, whom he will call for his anger, (Iſaiah xiii. 3) 
© and they ſhall gather out of his kingdom all things 
that offend* (then ſurely thou muſt be gathered out 
alſo), and them that do iniquity, and ſhall caſt them 
. Into a furnace of fire, and there ſhall be wailing and 
gnaſhing of teeth : then ſhall the righteous ſhine forth.” 
Matt. xiii. 41, 42, 43. And God I know is preparing 
one for this work, and he will prepare many more, who 
ſoon ſhall make thee tremble. 

Now may the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ariſe upon Zion, 
and ſhew himſelf ſtrong in her behalf; may he make 
ſalvation for walls and bulwarks, by bringing thouſands 
to know himſelf: and now, Zion, cry for this, that the 
Lord God may accompliſh it, 


THE END, 


